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Jul 08 2020
Golden Gulag Mar 16 2021 Since 1980, the
number of people in U.S. prisons has increased
more than 450%. Despite a crime rate that has
been falling steadily for decades, California has
led the way in this explosion, with what a state
analyst called "the biggest prison building
project in the history of the world." Golden
Gulag provides the first detailed explanation for
that buildup by looking at how political and
economic forces, ranging from global to local,
conjoined to produce the prison boom. In an
informed and impassioned account, Ruth
Wilson Gilmore examines this issue through
statewide, rural, and urban perspectives to
explain how the expansion developed from
surpluses of finance capital, labor, land, and
state capacity. Detailing crises that hit
California’s economy with particular ferocity,
she argues that defeats of radical struggles,
weakening of labor, and shifting patterns of
capital investment have been key conditions for
prison growth. The results—a vast and
expensive prison system, a huge number of
incarcerated young people of color, and the
increase in punitive justice such as the "three
strikes" law—pose profound and troubling
questions for the future of California, the
United States, and the world. Golden Gulag
provides a rich context for this complex
dilemma, and at the same time challenges many
cherished assumptions about who benefits and
who suffers from the state’s commitment to
prison expansion.
Confinement, Punishment and Prisons in
Africa Feb 12 2021 This interdisciplinary
volume presents a nuanced critique of the
prison experience in diverse detention facilities
across Africa. The book stresses the contingent,
porous nature of African prisons, across both
time and space. It draws on original long-term
ethnographic research undertaken in both
Francophone and Anglophone settings, which
are grouped in four parts. The first part
examines how the prison has imprinted itself on
wider political and social imaginaries and, in
turn, how structures of imprisonment carry the
imprint of political action of various times. The
second part stresses how particular forms of
ordering emerge in African prisons. It is held
that while these often involve coercion and
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neglect, they are better understood as the
product of on-going negotiations and the search
for meaning and value on the part of a
multitude of actors. The third part is concerned
with how prison life percolates beyond its
physical perimeters into its urban and rural
surroundings, and vice versa. It deals with the
popular and contested nature of what prisons
are about and what they do, especially in
regard to bringing about moral subjects. The
fourth and final part of the book examines how
efforts of reforming and resisting the prison
take shape at the intersection of globally
circulating models of good governance and
levels of self-organisation by prisoners. The
book will be an essential reference for students,
academics and policy-makers in Law,
Criminology, Sociology and Politics.
The Prison Oct 23 2021 Considers the effects
of imprisonment, prisoners' rights, and realistic
and humane reform while dealing with issues
that arise from the use of imprisonment as a
penal method
The Oxford History of the Prison Aug 01
2022 Ranging from ancient times to the
present, a survey of the evolution of the prison
explores its relationship to the history of
Western criminal law and offers a look at the
social world of prisoners over the centuries
Hard Time Sep 09 2020 Hard Time: A Fresh
Look at Understanding and Reforming the
Prison, 4th Edition, is a revised and updated
version of the highly successful text addressing
the origins, evolution, and promise of America’s
penal system. Draws from both ethnographic
and professional material, and situates the
prison experience within both contemporary
and historical contexts Features first person
accounts from male and female inmates and
staff, revealing what it’s actually like to live and
work in prison Includes all-new chapters on
prison reform and on supermax correctional
facilities, including the latest research on
confinement, long-term segregation, and death
row Explores a wide range of topics, including
the nature of prison as punishment; prisoner
personality types and coping strategies; gang
violence; prison officers’ custodial duties; and
psychological, educational, and work programs
Develops policy recommendations for the future
based on qualitative and quantitative research
and evidence-based initiatives
The Prison Officer Jun 18 2021 This book is a
thoroughly updated version of the popular first

edition of The Prison Officer. It incorporates
the significant increase in knowledge about the
work of prison officer since the first edition was
published and provides a live account of prison
work and ways of understanding the role of the
prison officer in the late-modern context. Few
detailed narratives exist of prison work and the
sort of role the prison officer occupies; this
book addresses the gap. Using a range of
quantitative and qualitative data and drawing
on available theoretical literature it explores
the role of the prison officer in an ‘appreciative’
way, taking into account the little-discussed
issues of power and discretion. It provides a
single accessible guide to the world and work
of the prison officer, looking in detail at the
present role of the prison officer in Britain and
demonstrating the centrality of staff-prisoner
relationships to every operation carried out by
officers. This book will be of relevance to
anyone with an interest in the work of a prison
officer; students and others looking for an
introductory survey of the literature and
essential reading for any established and
aspiring officers.
Pain and Retribution Feb 01 2020 Written by a
former prison governor, 'Pain and Retribution'
charts the history of British prisons, from the
time of the Norman Conquest to the present
day.
Europe in Prisons Dec 13 2020 This volume
explores the role that European institutions
have come to play in regulating national prisons
systems. The authors introduce and contribute
to advancing a new research agenda in
international penology (‘Europe in prisons’)
which complements the conventional
comparative approach (‘prisons in Europe’).
The chapters examine the impact – if any – that
institutions such as the European Committee
for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment or Punishment and the
European Court of Human Rights have had on
prison policy throughout Europe. With
contributions from a wide range of countries
such as Albania, Austria, Belgium, Ireland,
Norway and Spain, this edited collection offers
a wide-ranging and authoritative guide to the
effects of European institutions on prison
policy.
The State of the Prisons - 200 Years On Aug 09
2020 In 1777 John Howard wrote The State of
the Prisons in England and Wales, with
Preliminary Observations and an Account of
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Some Foreign Prisons. Two centuries later, this
extraordinary document commemorates his
achievements in campaigning for reform. In the
spirit of Howard himself, the Howard League
for Penal Reform have compiled detailed
observations of prisons from Sweden to South
Africa, and from India to Nicaragua. The result
is a valuable resource which includes unique
insights into previously undocumented prison
regimes.
Prisons of the World Apr 04 2020 This book
discusses the failings of the prison system in
many countries and offers positive pointers for
the future. It shows the way forward will be
through initiatives such as Justice Reinvestment
and in the Human Development model.
The Birth of the Penitentiary in Latin America
Dec 01 2019 Opening a new area in Latin
American studies, The Birth of the Penitentiary
in Latin America showcases the most recent
historical outlooks on prison reform and
criminology in the Latin American context. The
essays in this collection shed new light on the
discourse and practice of prison reform, the
interpretive shifts induced by the spread of
criminological science, and the links between
them and competing discourses about class,
race, nation, and gender. The book shows how
the seemingly clear redemptive purpose of the
penitentiary project was eventually
contradicted by conflicting views about
imprisonment, the pervasiveness of traditional
forms of repression and control, and resistance
from the lower classes. The essays are unified
by their attempt to view the penitentiary (as
well as the variety of representations conveyed
by the different reform movements favoring its
adoption) as an interpretive moment, revealing
of the ideology, class fractures, and
contradictory nature of modernity in Latin
America. As such, the book should be of
interest not only to scholars concerned with
criminal justice history, but also to a wide
range of readers interested in modernization,
social identities, and the discursive articulation
of social conflict. The collection also offers an
up-to-date sampling of new historical
approaches to the study of criminal justice
history, illuminates crucial aspects of the Latin
American modernization process, and contrasts
the Latin American cases with the better known
European and North American experiences
with prison reform.
Letter on the Penitentiary System of
Pennsylvania May 06 2020 Excerpt from
Letter on the Penitentiary System of
Pennsylvania: Addressed to William Roscoe,
Esquire, of Toxteth Park, Near Liverpool The
following letter, which originally appeared in
the National Gazette, was subsequently
republished in all the daily journals of
Philadelphia excepting one, and has since been
transferred to several newspapers of the
interior of Pennsylvania, and also to some of
those of other states, accompanied, in most
instances, by approbatory editorial remarks.
This favourable notice of the information, and
opinions furnished in his letter, has induced the
acting Committee of the Prison Society of this
city, and the writer, to believe, that further
benefit would result from the distribution of it
in pamphlet form, which is his sole motive for
thus presenting it to his fellow-citizens, with
some collateral matter appended. About the
Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds
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of thousands of rare and classic books. Find
more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is
a reproduction of an important historical work.
Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art
technology to digitally reconstruct the work,
preserving the original format whilst repairing
imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare
cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a
blemish or missing page, may be replicated in
our edition. We do, however, repair the vast
majority of imperfections successfully; any
imperfections that remain are intentionally left
to preserve the state of such historical works.
The Deviant Prison Jul 20 2021 A compelling
examination of the highly criticized use of longterm solitary confinement in Philadelphia's
Eastern State Penitentiary during the
nineteenth century.
The Missouri State Penitentiary Mar 04
2020 Asked how the Missouri State
Penitentiary compared to other famous prisons,
a historian and former prison administrator
replied, “ It’s older and meaner.” For 168 years,
it was everything other prisons were and more.
In The Missouri State Penitentiary, Jamie
Pamela Rasmussen recounts the long and
fascinating history of the place, focusing on the
stories of inmates and the struggles by prison
officials to provide opportunities for reform
while keeping costs down. Tales of prominent
prisoners, including Pretty Boy Floyd, Sonny
Liston, and James Earl Ray, provide intrigue
and insight into the institution’s infamous
reputation. The founding of the penitentiary
helped solidify Jefferson City’s position as the
state capital. A highlight in the chapter on the
Civil War years is the story of George
Thompson, who was imprisoned for attempting
to help a number of slaves to freedom. The
narrative enters the twentieth century with the
controversy surrounding the various systems of
inmate labor; the effort to make the prison selfsupporting eventually caused punishment to be
driven by factory needs. The example of
Firebug Johnson demonstrates how inmates
reacted to the prison labor system while Kate
Richards O’Hare’s struggles and efforts to
improve conditions in the penitentiary
illuminate the role of women in the system at
the time. A full chapter is devoted to the riot of
1954, and another concentrates on the reforms
made in the wake of that catastrophe.
Rasmussen also considers the effect inmate
lawsuits during the 1980s and 1990s had on
prison life before telling the story of the
decision to close the prison. The Missouri State
Penitentiary provides a fitting account of an
institution that was part of Missouri’s history
for well over a century. Numerous illustrations
and a list of recommended reading contribute
to the readers’ understanding of the history of
the institution.
Doing Prison Work Jun 06 2020 This book
provides a much-needed sociological account of
the social world of the English prison officer,
making an original contribution to our
understanding of the inner life of prisons in
general and the working lives of prison officers
in particular. As well as revealing how the job
of the prison officer - and of the prison itself - is
accomplished on a day-to-day basis, the book
explores not only what prison officers do but
also how they feel about their work. In focusing
on how prison officers feel about their work this
book makes a number of interesting revelations

- about the essentially domestic nature of much
of the work they do, about the degree of
emotional labour invested in it and about the
performance nature of many of the day-to-day
interactions between officers and prisoners.
Finally, the book follows the prison officer
home after work, showing how the prison can
spill over into their home lives and family
relationships. Based on extensive ethnographic
fieldwork in different types of prisons
(including interviews with prison officers' wives
and children as well as prison officers
themselves), this book will be essential reading
for all those with an interest in how prisons and
organisations more generally operate in
practice.
On the Penitentiary System in the United
States, and Its Application in France Apr 16
2021 Excerpt from On the Penitentiary System
in the United States, and Its Application in
France: With an Appendix on Penal Colonies,
and Also Statistical Notes An article on the
Pennsylvania penitentiary system will be found
at the end of the volume. It was originally
written by the translator for the Encyclolmedz'a
ﬂmerz'cana, who appended it, with some
additions, to this work, called upon to do so by
some gentlemen, to whose knowledge in
matters of prison discipline he owes great
deference. The circumstance that the writer of
the article speaks upon some subjects
connected with Solitary con finement from
personal experience, * so unusual with those
who are, called upon to discuss a subject of this
nature publicly, had undoubtedly inﬂuenced
their partial request. About the Publisher
Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of
thousands of rare and classic books. Find more
at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a
reproduction of an important historical work.
Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art
technology to digitally reconstruct the work,
preserving the original format whilst repairing
imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare
cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a
blemish or missing page, may be replicated in
our edition. We do, however, repair the vast
majority of imperfections successfully; any
imperfections that remain are intentionally left
to preserve the state of such historical works.
On the Penitentiary System in the United
States and its Application to France Sep 02
2022 This book provides the first complete,
literal English translation of Alexis de
Tocqueville’s and Gustave de Beaumont’s first
edition of On the Penitentiary System in the
United States and Its Application to France.
The work contains a critical comparison of two
competing American penitentiary disciplines
known as the Auburn and Philadelphia systems,
an evaluation of whether American
penitentiaries can successfully work in France,
a detailed description of Houses of Refuge as
the first juvenile detention centers, and an
argument against penal colonization. The work
provides valuable insights into understanding
Tocqueville as a statesman, as well as a
comparative look at civic engagement in early
American and French penal reform movements.
The Translator’s Introduction provides
historical context for understanding
Tocqueville’s work in French penal reform and
the major themes of the report. The book thus
fills a void in Tocquevillian studies and
extrapolates the roots of American and French
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criminal justice systems in the nineteenth
century.
The Prison Doctor Aug 21 2021 ‘Extraordinary’
Daily Mail As seen on BBC Breakfast
Horrifying, heartbreaking and eye-opening,
these are the stories, the patients and the cases
that have characterised a career spent being a
doctor behind bars.
The Rise of the Penitentiary Nov 23 2021
Before the nineteenth century, American
prisons were used to hold people for trial and
not to incarcerate them for wrong-doing. Only
after independence did American states begin
to reject such public punishment as whipping
and pillorying and turn to imprisonment
instead. In this legal, social, and political
history, Adam J. Hirsch explores the reasons
behind this change. Hirsch draws on evidence
from throughout the early Republic and
examines European sources to establish the
American penitentiary's ideological origins and
parallel development abroad. He focuses on
Massachusetts as a case study of the
transformation and presents in-depth data from
that state. He challenges the notion that the
penitentiary came as a by-product of
Enlightenment thought, contending instead
than the ideological foundations for criminal
incarceration had been laid long before the
eighteenth century and were premised upon old
criminological theories. According to Hirsch, it
was not new ideas but new social realities--the
increasing urbanization and population mobility
that promoted rampant crime--that made the
penitentiary attractive to postrevolutionary
legislators. Hirsch explores possible economic
motives for incarcerating criminals and
sentencing them to hard labor, but concludes
that there is little evidence to support this. He
finds that advocates of the penitentiary
intended only that the prison pay for itself
through enforced labor. Moreover, prison
advocates frequently involved themselves in
other contemporary social movements that
reflected their concern to promote the welfare
of criminals along with other oppressed groups.
The Prison Officer Jan 02 2020 This is a
thoroughly updated edition of The Prison
Officer. The book provides an accessible and
interesting guide to the world and work of the
prison officer, showing the centrality of
staff/prisoner relationships to every operation
carried out by officers. So little has been
written about prison officers in comparison to
prisoners and this book addresses the gap. This
book will be relevant to anyone with an interest
in the work of a prison officer and will be
essential for established and aspiring officers.
Stateville May 18 2021 Stateville penitentiary
in Illinois has housed some of Chicago's most
infamous criminals and was proclaimed to be
"the world's toughest prison" by Joseph Ragen,
Stateville's powerful warden from 1936 to
1961. It shares with Attica, San Quentin, and
Jackson the notoriety of being one of the
maximum security prisons that has shaped the
public's conception of imprisonment. In
Stateville James B. Jacobs, a sociologist and
legal scholar, presents the first historical
examination of a total prison
organization—administrators, guards,
prisoners, and special interest groups. Jacobs
applies Edward Shils's interpretation of the
dynamics of mass society in order to explain the
dramatic events of the past quarter century
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that have permanently altered Stateville's
structure. With the extension of civil rights to
previously marginal groups such as racial
minorities, the poor, and, ultimately, the
incarcerated, prisons have moved from
society's periphery toward its center.
Accordingly Stateville's control mechanisms
became less authoritarian and more legalistic
and bureaucratic. As prisoners' rights
increased, the preogatives of the staff were
sharply curtailed. By the early 1970s the
administration proved incapable of dealing with
politicized gangs, proliferating interest groups,
unionized guards, and interventionist courts. In
addition to extensive archival research, Jacobs
spent many months freely interacting with the
prisoners, guards, and administrators at
Stateville. His lucid presentation of Stateville's
troubled history will provide fascinating
reading for a wide audience of concerned
readers. ". . . [an] impressive study of a complex
social system."—Isidore Silver, Library Journal
The Prison and the Factory Nov 04 2022
Notices of the Original, and Successive
Efforts, to Improve the Discipline of the
Prison at Philadelphia, and to Reform the
Criminal Code of Pennsylvania Mar 28 2022
Are Prisons Obsolete? Jan 26 2022 With her
characteristic brilliance, grace and radical
audacity, Angela Y. Davis has put the case for
the latest abolition movement in American life:
the abolition of the prison. As she quite
correctly notes, American life is replete with
abolition movements, and when they were
engaged in these struggles, their chances of
success seemed almost unthinkable. For
generations of Americans, the abolition of
slavery was sheerest illusion. Similarly,the
entrenched system of racial segregation
seemed to last forever, and generations lived in
the midst of the practice, with few predicting
its passage from custom. The brutal,
exploitative (dare one say lucrative?) convictlease system that succeeded formal slavery
reaped millions to southern jurisdictions (and
untold miseries for tens of thousands of men,
and women). Few predicted its passing from
the American penal landscape. Davis expertly
argues how social movements transformed
these social, political and cultural institutions,
and made such practices untenable. In Are
Prisons Obsolete?, Professor Davis seeks to
illustrate that the time for the prison is
approaching an end. She argues forthrightly for
"decarceration", and argues for the
transformation of the society as a whole.
The Prison Cell Jul 28 2019 This book advances
conceptualisations and empirical understanding
of the prison cell. It discusses the complexities
of this specific carceral space and addresses its
significance in relation to the everyday
experiences of incarceration. The collected
chapters highlight the array of processes and
practices that shape carceral life, adding the
cell to a rich area of discussion in penal
scholarship, criminology, anthropology,
sociology and carceral geography. The chapters
highlight key aspects such as penal
philosophies, power relationships, sensory and
emotional engagements with place to highlight
the breadth and depth of interdisciplinary
perspectives on the prison cell: a contested
place of home, labour and leisure. The Prison
Cell’s empirical attention is global in its
consideration, bringing together both

contemporary and historical work that focuses
upon the cell in the Global North and South
including examples from a variety of
geographical locations and settings, including
police custody, prisons and immigrant
detention centres. This book is an important
and timely intervention in the growing and
topical field of carceral studies. It presents the
only standalone collection of essays with a sole
focus on the space of the cell.
On the Penitentiary System in the United
States and Its Application in France Dec 25
2021 On the Penitentiary System in the United
States is a "graceful and thoughtful study of
importance to the history of correctional theory
and practice, and its republican by Southern
Illinois University Press, with an excellent
concise introduction by Prof. Thorsten Sellin, is
commendable."-Norvel Morris, The Nation "The
Words of these two distinguished Frenchmen
have a remarkably correct application in this
day and generation. This book has a historic
significance. It may bring to some of us a rather
modest reflection that perhaps some of out
great ideas were actuating people's minds more
than a century ago. In any event, the text will
put many of the practitioners of modern-day
penology to the test. This book is heartily
recommended."-Sanford Bates, Federal
Probation This book "not only provides some of
the very best source material on the historical
background and early development of the
American prison system but it also constitutes a
valuable contribution to social history and
sociology commentary."-Harry Elmer Barnes
Observations and reflections on the design
and effects of punishment. By John
Sergeant ... and Col. Samuel Miller ... in
letters addressed to Roberts Vaux, read at
a meeting of the Prison Society of
Philadelphia ... Also the opinion of the
Keepers of the Penitentiary and Bridewell
at Philadelphia on the separate
confinement of criminals Jan 14 2021
Penal Culture and Hyperincarceration Oct 11
2020 What are the various forces influencing
the role of the prison in late modern societies?
What changes have there been in penality and
use of the prison over the past 40 years that
have led to the re-valorization of the prison?
Using penal culture as a conceptual and
theoretical vehicle, and Australia as a case
study, this book analyses international
developments in penality and imprisonment.
Authored by some of Australia’s leading penal
theorists, the book examines the historical and
contemporary influences on the use of the
prison, with analyses of colonialism, post
colonialism, race, and what they term the
’penal/colonial complex,’ in the construction of
imprisonment rates and on the development of
the phenomenon of hyperincarceration. The
authors develop penal culture as an explanatory
framework for continuity, change and
difference in prisons and the nature of
contested penal expansionism. The influence of
transformative concepts such as ’risk
management’, ’the therapeutic prison’, and
’preventative detention’ are explored as aspects
of penal culture. Processes of normalization,
transmission and reproduction of penal culture
are seen throughout the social realm.
Comparative, contemporary and historical in its
approach, the book provides a new analysis of
penality in the 21st century.
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The Prison of Democracy Sep 21 2021 At
publication date, a free ebook version of this
title will be available through Luminos,
University of California Press’s Open Access
publishing program. Visit www.luminosoa.org
to learn more. Built in the 1890s at the center
of the nation, Leavenworth Federal Penitentiary
was designed specifically to be a replica of the
US Capitol Building. But why? The Prison of
Democracy explains the political significance of
a prison built to mimic one of America’s
monuments to democracy. Locating
Leavenworth in memory, history, and law, the
prison geographically sits at the borders of
Indian Territory (1825–1854) and Bleeding
Kansas (1854–1864), both sites of contestation
over slavery and freedom. Author Sara M.
Benson argues that Leavenworth reshaped the
design of punishment in America by gradually
normalizing state-inflicted violence against
citizens. Leavenworth’s peculiar architecture
illustrates the real roots of mass
incarceration—as an explicitly race- and nationbuilding system that has been ingrained in the
very fabric of US history rather than as part of
a recent post-war racial history. The book sheds
light on the truth of the painful relationship
between the carceral state and democracy in
the US—a relationship that thrives to this day.
Walls and Bars Nov 11 2020 Your knowledge
of Eugene Victor Debs’ activity during and
since the First World War will not be complete
until you read this book. It includes his speech
at Canton, Ohio, that brought about his arrest;
his fearless address to the jury; his daring
statement to the court, and excellent account of
the trial; and a short history of the Socialist
Party’s Amnesty Campaign. “While still an
inmate of the United States Penitentiary at
Atlanta, Georgia, the suggestion was made to
me by interested publishers that upon my
release I write a series of articles describing my
prison experience. The suggestion, coming from
various sources, appealed to me for the reason
that I saw in it an opportunity to give the
general public certain information in regard to
the prison, based upon my personal observation
and experience, that I hoped might result in
some beneficial changes in the management of
prisons and in the treatment of their
inmates.”—Eugene Victor Debs, Introduction
A Just Measure of Pain Jun 30 2022 This book
returns to the historical moment of the creation
of the penitentiary in industrializing England in
the late eighteenth and early nineteenth
centuries. The book documents the rise of a
new conception of class relations and a new
philosophy of punishment. Both were directed
at the mind rather than the body, wherein the
whip, the brand and the gallows were being
replaced by the prison. The ways in which the
middle and upper classes tried to forge new
methods for controlling the poor and the ways
the poor and imprisoned resisted those controls
are examined. The author raises questions
about the manner in which reform can be used
to consolidate the power of the state and about
the moral boundaries of authority.
Letter on the Penitentiary System of
Pennsylvania Sep 29 2019
The Prison Healer Oct 30 2019 From Australia's
#1 best-selling YA author Lynette Noni comes a

Access Free Alcatraz A Definitive History Of The Penitentiary
Years Michael Esslinger Free Download Pdf

dark, thrilling YA fantasy about Kiva, a girl
forced to heal prisoners of war who must wager
her life in a series of deadly elemental trials, all
to save the rebel force's queen. Perfect for fans
of Sarah J. Maas and Sabaa Tahir.
Alcatraz Oct 03 2022 ALCATRAZ: the name
alone said it all... It was meant to send a
shudder down the spines of the nation's most
incorrigible criminals. It stripped Al Capone of
his power. It tamed "Machine Gun" Kelly into a
model of decorum. It took the birds away from
the Birdman of Alcatraz.This mammoth
reference navigates the island's history through
rarely seen documents, interviews and
hundreds of pages of historic photographs.
Author interviews range from men such as
legendary FBI fugitive James Whitey Bulger;
Dale Stamphill, a principle in the 1938 escape
with Doc Barker and Henry Young; to Atom Spy
Morton Sobell, the co-defendant of Julius and
Ethel Rosenberg. Michael Esslinger thoroughly
details the prominent events, inmates, and life
inside the most infamous prison in American
History. His research included hundreds of
hours examining actual Alcatraz inmate case
files (including rare original documents from Al
Capone, Machine Gun Kelly, and over a
hundred others) exploring the prison grounds
from the rooftop to the waterfront to help
retrace events, escape routes, in addition to
conducting various interviews with former
inmates and guards. His study has resulted in
detailed accounts of all the recorded escape
attempts including the Battle of Alcatraz. A
detailed account of the 1962 escape of Frank
Morris and the Anglin Brothers provides rare
insight extracted through photos, and over
1,700 pages of FBI and Bureau of Prisons
investigative notes. Detailed narratives of
Alcatraz's most notable inmates who include
Robert Stroud (Birdman of Alcatraz), Al
Capone, Machine Gun Kelly, Frank Morris, the
Anglin Brothers, Doc Barker, Joe Cretzer,
Bernard Coy, Miran Thompson, Sam Shockley,
and many-many others. Alcatraz: A History of
the Penitentiary Years, is a comprehensive
reference on the history of Alcatraz and
contains one of the most comprehensive
archives of inmate and prison life photographs
(over 1,000).
Stateville May 30 2022 Stateville penitentiary
in Illinois has housed some of Chicago's most
infamous criminals and was proclaimed to be
"the world's toughest prison" by Joseph Ragen,
Stateville's powerful warden from 1936 to
1961. It shares with Attica, San Quentin, and
Jackson the notoriety of being one of the
maximum security prisons that has shaped the
public's conception of imprisonment. In
Stateville James B. Jacobs, a sociologist and
legal scholar, presents the first historical
examination of a total prison
organization—administrators, guards,
prisoners, and special interest groups. Jacobs
applies Edward Shils's interpretation of the
dynamics of mass society in order to explain the
dramatic events of the past quarter century
that have permanently altered Stateville's
structure. With the extension of civil rights to
previously marginal groups such as racial
minorities, the poor, and, ultimately, the
incarcerated, prisons have moved from
society's periphery toward its center.
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Accordingly Stateville's control mechanisms
became less authoritarian and more legalistic
and bureaucratic. As prisoners' rights
increased, the preogatives of the staff were
sharply curtailed. By the early 1970s the
administration proved incapable of dealing with
politicized gangs, proliferating interest groups,
unionized guards, and interventionist courts. In
addition to extensive archival research, Jacobs
spent many months freely interacting with the
prisoners, guards, and administrators at
Stateville. His lucid presentation of Stateville's
troubled history will provide fascinating
reading for a wide audience of concerned
readers. ". . . [an] impressive study of a complex
social system."—Isidore Silver, Library Journal
Doing Time Together Feb 24 2022 By
quadrupling the number of people behind bars
in two decades, the United States has become
the world leader in incarceration. Much has
been written on the men who make up the vast
majority of the nation’s two million inmates.
But what of the women they leave behind?
Doing Time Together vividly details the ways
that prisons shape and infiltrate the lives of
women with husbands, fiancés, and boyfriends
on the inside. Megan Comfort spent years
getting to know women visiting men at San
Quentin State Prison, observing how their
romantic relationships drew them into contact
with the penitentiary. Tangling with the
prison’s intrusive scrutiny and rigid rules turns
these women into “quasi-inmates,” eroding the
boundary between home and prison and
altering their sense of intimacy, love, and
justice. Yet Comfort also finds that with social
welfare weakened, prisons are the most
powerful public institutions available to women
struggling to overcome untreated social ills and
sustain relationships with marginalized men. As
a result, they express great ambivalence about
the prison and the control it exerts over their
daily lives. An illuminating analysis of women
caught in the shadow of America’s massive
prison system, Comfort’s book will be essential
for anyone concerned with the consequences of
our punitive culture.
The Penitentiary Ten Jun 26 2019
Punishment and Prisons Aug 28 2019 Joe Sim
traces the development of penal strategy over
the past three decades, through a critical
analysis of the relationship between penal
policy and state power. Exploring the contested
histories of punishment that are prominent in
criminology, and its development in penal
policy, the book analyzes four key dimensions
of modern penal trends continuity and
discontinuity in penal policy and practice,
reform and rehabilitation, contesting penal
power, and abolitionism. Articulate, innovative,
and theoretically informed, Punishment and
Prisons offers a critical overview of
contemporary penal politics that will prove a
compelling addition to the criminological
library.
Discipline and Punish Apr 28 2022 In this
brilliant work, the most influential philosopher
since Sartre suggests that such vaunted
reforms as the abolition of torture and the
emergence of the modern penitentiary have
merely shifted the focus of punishment from the
prisoner's body to his soul.
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