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novels of the twentieth century: a narrative of extraordinary reach,
power and beauty' Sarah Waters The nuns who enter a medieval Norfolk
convent are told to renounce the world, but the world still finds ways to
trouble them, whether it is through fire, floods, pestilence, a collapsing
spire, jealous rivalries, a priest with a secret or a plague of caterpillars.
As we follow their daily lives over three centuries, this masterpiece of
historical fiction re-creates a world run by women. 'As an act of imagined
history this novel has few rivals. Also, as it happens, a work of high,
frequent comedy' George Steiner, The Times Literary Supplement
'Spellbinding . . . One starts rereading as soon as one has reached the
last page' Sunday Times 'Magnificent' Philip Hensher, Daily Telegraph
Muriel Spark Jun 18 2019 The long-awaited biography of one of the great
writers of the twentieth century - 'a wonderful blend of scholarly fact and
juicy storytelling' (Mail on Sunday). Muriel Spark ended was one of the
great writers of the twentieth century. Hers is a Cinderella story, the
first thirty-nine years of which she presented in her autobiography,
Curriculum Vitae (1992), politely blurring the intensity of her darker
moments: her relations with her brother, mother, son, husband; a
terrifying period of hallucinations and subsequent depression; and the
disastrously misplaced love she had felt for two men she had wanted to
marry, Howard Sergeant and Derek Stanford. Aged nineteen, Spark left
Scotland to marry in Southern Rhodesia, escaping back to Britain on a
troopship in 1944 after her divorce. Her son returned in 1945 to be
brought up by her parents in Edinburgh while she established herself as
a poet and critic in London. After becoming a Roman Catholic in 1954,
she began a novel, The Comforters, and with Memento Mori, The Ballad
of Peckham Rye and The Bachelors rose rapidly into the literary
stratosphere. The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie (1961), with its adaptation
into a successful stage-play and film, marked her full translation into
international celebrity and from that point she went to live first in New
York, then Rome, and finally Tuscany where for over thirty years, until
her death in 2006, she shared a house with her companion, the artist
Penelope Jardine.
The Bachelors. (Novel. Repr.). Dec 05 2020
The Finishing School Mar 20 2022 'One of her funniest novels . . .
Spark at her sharpest, her purest and her most merciful' ALI SMITH In
The Finishing School Muriel Spark is once again at her biting, satirical
best. On the edge of Lake Geneva in Switzerland, a struggling would-be
novelist and his wife run a finishing school of questionable reputation to
keep the funds flowing. When a seventeen-year-old student's writing
career begins to show great promise, tensions begin to run high. A keen
portrait of devouring regret, psychological unravelling and the glittering
promise of youth, The Finishing School is the perfect natural partner to
Muriel Spark's most famous novel The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie.
Featherhood Jun 30 2020 “I loved every single page.” —Elton John “The
best piece of nature writing since H is for Hawk.” —Neil Gaiman In this
moving, critically acclaimed memoir, a young man saves a baby magpie
as his estranged father is dying, only to find that caring for the
mischievous bird saves him. One spring day, a baby magpie falls out of
its nest and into Charlie Gilmour’s hands. Magpies, he soon discovers,
are as clever and mischievous as monkeys. They are also notorious
thieves, and this one quickly steals his heart. By the time the creature
develops shiny black feathers that inspire the name Benzene, Charlie and
the bird have forged an unbreakable bond. While caring for Benzene,
Charlie learns his biological father, an eccentric British poet named
Heathcote Williams who vanished when Charlie was six months old, is ill.
As he grapples with Heathcote’s abandonment, Charlie comes across one
of his poems, in which Heathcote describes how an impish young
jackdaw fell from its nest and captured his affection. Over time, Benzene
helps Charlie unravel his fears about repeating the past—and embrace

The Ballad of Peckham Rye May 10 2021
Cuthbert of Farne Mar 28 2020 The first historical novel about Cuthbert,
much-loved saint of the North, a one-time warrior whose destiny it was to
reconcile the warring parties in the early English Church.
Robinson Apr 09 2021 January Marlow, a heroine with a Catholic
outlook of the most unsentimental stripe, is one of three survivors out of
twenty-nine souls when her plane crashes, blazing, on Robinson's island.
Presumed dead for months, the three survivors must wait for the annual
return of the pomegranate boat. Robinson, a determined loner, proves a
fair if misanthropic host to his uninvited guests; he encourages January
to keep a journal: as "an occupation for my mind, and I fancied that I
might later dress it up for a novel. That was most peculiar, as things
transpired, for I did not then anticipate how the journal would turn upon
me, so that having survived the plane disaster, I should nearly meet my
death through it." In Robinson, Muriel Spark's wonderful second novel,
under the tropical glare and strange fogs of the tiny island, we find a
volcano, a ping-pong playing cat, a dealer in occult as well as lucky
charms, flying ants, sexual tension, a disappearance, blackmail, and -perhaps -- murder.
The Girls of Slender Means Sep 26 2022 The last months of World War II
bring unforgettable experiences to the residents of a young spinsters'
club in London's West End
The Comforters Dec 17 2021 Spark’s mind-bogglingly stunning 1957
debut With easy, sunny eeriness, Spark lights up the darkest things:
blackmail, a drowning, nervous breakdowns, a ring of smugglers, a
loathsome busybody, a diabolic bookseller, human evil.
The Public Image Jan 06 2021
The Weather In The Streets Apr 28 2020 'A truly great book. It is
beautifully written, shrewdly observed and deftly crafted, but the novel's
real concern is what it means for a woman to live an authentic life'
Elizabeth Day A chance encounter with the man who enchanted her as a
teenager leads Olivia Curtis into to a forbidden love affair. He is now
married, and Olivia's life changes to one of secret meetings, brief phone
calls and snatched liaisons in anonymous hotel rooms. Years ahead of its
time when first published in 1936, this subtle and powerful novel
shocked it readers with its searing honesty and passionate portrayal of
clandestine love. * Books included in the VMC 40th anniversary series
include: Frost in May by Antonia White; The Collected Stories of Grace
Paley; Fire from Heaven by Mary Renault; The Magic Toyshop by Angela
Carter; The Weather in the Streets by Rosamond Lehmann; Deep Water
by Patricia Highsmith; The Return of the Soldier by Rebecca West; Their
Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston; Heartburn by Nora
Ephron; The Dud Avocado by Elaine Dundy; Memento Mori by Muriel
Spark; A View of the Harbour by Elizabeth Taylor; and Faces in the
Water by Janet Frame
Mary Shelley Sep 02 2020
Symposium Nov 16 2021 'The greatest Scottish novelist of modern times
. . . She was peerless, sparkling, inventive and intelligent - the crème de
la crème.' Ian Rankin One October evening five London couples gather
for a dinner party, enjoying 'the pheasant (flambe in cognac as it is)' and
waiting for the imminent arrival of the late-coming guest Hilda Damien,
who has been unavoidably detained due to the fact that she is being
murdered at this very moment. With an introduction by Ian Rankin.
Symposium is Muriel Spark - one of the greatest writers of the twentieth
century and author of classics including The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie at her wicked best. 'A rich, heady, disturbing brew.' Lorna Sage
'Extremely clever and highly entertaining.' Penelope Lively 'Stilettosharp fiction.' Alan Taylor, Scotland on Sunday
The Corner That Held Them Aug 21 2019 'One of the great British
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the role of father himself. A bird falls, a father dies, a child is born.
Featherhood is the unforgettable story of a love affair between a man
and a bird. It is also a beautiful and affecting memoir about childhood
and parenthood, captivity and freedom, grief and love.
Aiding and Abetting Jul 24 2022 Aiding and Abetting is Muriel Spark's
mordant and witty satirical take on the true crime genre, a novel of
fraudsters, imposters, murderers and aiders and abetters. In Paris, a
psychiatrist finds herself treating two elderly gentlemen who both claim
to be the notorious British fugitive Lord Lucan. But who, if either, is the
real Lord Lucan? Can she discover the truth before her own dark secret
is revealed?
Anarchy Dec 25 2019
An Experiment in Love Oct 03 2020 Following ‘A Change in Climate’,
this brilliant novel from the double Man Booker prize-winning author of
‘Wolf Hall’ is a coming-of-age tale set in Seventies London.
The Hothouse by the East River Jul 12 2021 Touched by madness and
haunted by a secret past, Paul and Elsa’s relationship reveals that there
can be no normality for people who witnessed the worst of war In 1970s
New York, Paul and Elsa are like many other well-off middle-aged
couples, worrying over their apartment and psychoanalyst bills by day,
and meeting friends at restaurants by night. But this is not an ordinary
couple with ordinary neuroses, as becomes clear when Paul convinces
himself that Elsa’s shadow always points in the wrong direction. As Paul
and Elsa’s involvement in World War II espionage begins to surface, the
glitz and glamor of their lives is revealed to be nothing more than
illusion. The Hothouse by the East River is a delirious satire of superficial
urban life in the shadow of one of modern history’s great horrors. This
ebook features an illustrated biography of Muriel Spark including rare
photos and never-before-seen documents from the author’s archive at the
National Library of Scotland.
Appointment in Arezzo Aug 01 2020 This book is an intimate, fond and
funny memoir of one of the greatest novelists of the last century. This
colourful, personal, anecdotal, indiscrete and admiring memoir charts
the course of Muriel Spark's life revealing her as she really was. Once,
she commented sitting over a glass of chianti at the kitchen table, that
she was upset that the academic whom she had appointed her official
biographer did not appear to think that she had ever cracked a joke in
her life. In Appointment in Arezzo Alan Taylor sets the record straight
about this and many other things. With sources ranging from notebooks
kept from his very first encounter with Muriel and the hundreds of
letters they exchanged over the years, this is an invaluable portrait of
one of Edinburgh's premiere novelists. The book is published to celebrate
the 100th anniversary of Muriel's birth in 2018.
The Abbess of Crewe Apr 21 2022 This is a satirical fantasy about
ecclesiastical and other kinds of politics. The author has also written The
Prime of Miss Jean Brodie and Girls of Slender Means.
The Snobs Nov 23 2019 In May 2005 Penguin will publish 70 unique
titles to celebrate the company's 70th birthday. The titles in the Pocket
Penguins series are emblematic of the renowned breadth of quality of the
Penguin list and will hark back to Penguin founder Allen Lane's vision of
good books for all'. cool, biting humour and unique vision of human
nature - all the trademark Spark obsessions are here, and much more
besides.
Loitering with Intent Jun 23 2022 Where does art start or reality end?
Happily loitering about London, c. 1949, with the intent of gathering
material for her writing, Fleur Talbot finds a job “on the grubby edge of
the literary world” at the very peculiar Autobiographical Association.
Mad egomaniacs writing their memoirs in advance — or poor fools
ensnared by a blackmailer? When the association’s pompous director
steals Fleur’s manuscript, fiction begins to appropriate life.
The Ballad of Peckham Rye Mar 08 2021 A bewitching comic
masterpiece, The Ballad of Peckham Rye relates the tale of one Dougal
Douglas, who is taken on by a small textile firm to 'bring vision into the
lives of the workers'. A devilishly charismatic force of nature who likes
nothing better than to stir things up, he takes great delight in wreaking
havoc with the locals. Nervous breakdowns, sexual misdemeanours, a
heart attack and murder ensue . . . This is Spark at her most
ingenious.The publishers acknowledge investment from Creative
Scotland towards the publication of this book.Supported by the Muriel
Spark Society.
Curriculum Vitae Jan 18 2022 Muriel Spark's bracingly salty memoir is a
no-holds-barred trip through an extraordinary writer's life.
All the Stories of Muriel Spark Jun 11 2021 All the Stories of Muriel
Spark spans Dame Muriel Spark's entire career to date and displays all
her signature stealth, originality, beauty, elegance, wit, and shock value.
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No writer commands so exhilarating a style -- playful and rigorous,
cheerful and venomous, hilariously acute and coolly supernatural.
Ranging from South Africa to the West End, her dazzling stories feature
hanging judges, fortune-tellers, shy girls, psychiatrists, dress designers,
pensive ghosts, imaginary chauffeurs, and persistent guests
Crossroads Jul 20 2019 ‘His best novel yet ... A Middlemarch-like
triumph’ Telegraph
Darkmans Feb 25 2020 From the author of The Yips and Burley Cross
Postbox Theft comes an epic novel of startling originality.
The Girls of Slender Means (New Directions Classic) Oct 27 2022 "Long
ago in 1945 all the nice people in England were poor, allowing for
exceptions," begins The Girls of Slender Means, Dame Muriel Spark's
tragic and rapier-witted portrait of a London ladies' hostel just emerging
from the shadow of World War II. Like the May of Teck Club
itself—"three times window shattered since 1940 but never directly
hit"—its lady inhabitants do their best to act as if the world were back to
normal: practicing elocution, and jostling over suitors and a single
Schiaparelli gown. The novel's harrowing ending reveals that the girls'
giddy literary and amorous peregrinations are hiding some tragically
painful war wounds. Chosen by Anthony Burgess as one of the Best
Modern Novels in the Sunday Times of London, The Girls of Slender
Means is a taut and eerily perfect novel by an author The New York
Times has called "one of this century's finest creators of comicmetaphysical entertainment."
The Girls of Slender Means Aug 25 2022 The last months of World War II
bring unforgettable experiences to the residents of a young spinsters'
club in Londons' West End
The Nice People Oct 23 2019 The Nice PeopleBYHenry Cuyler Bunner
[ZHINGOORA BOOKS]
The Mandelbaum Gate Oct 15 2021 When Barbara Vaughan's fiancé
joins an archaeological excursion to the Dead Sea Scrolls, she takes the
opportunity to explore the Holy Land. It is 1961, and the nation of Israel
is still in its infancy. For Barbara, a half-Jewish Catholic convert, this is a
journey of faith, and she ignores warnings not to cross the Mandelbaum
Gate from Israel into Jordan. An adventure of espionage and abduction,
from pilgrimage to flight, The Mandelbaum Gate is one of Spark's most
compelling novels, and won the James Tait Memorial Prize.
The Complete Short Stories Sep 21 2019 From the cruel irony of ‘A
member of the Family’ to the fateful echoes of ‘The Go-Away Bird’ and
the unexpectedly sinister ‘The Girl I Left Behind Me’, in settings that
range from South Africa to the Portobello Road, Muriel Spark coolly
probes the idiosyncrasies that lurk beneath the veneer of human
respectability, displaying the acerbic wit and wisdom that are the
hallmarks of her unique talent. The Complete Short Stories is a collection
to be loved and cherished, from one of the finest short-story writers of
the twentieth century.
Memento Mori Nov 04 2020 On a once burgeoning, highly cultured
human colony laid waste by a plague, a handful of survivors struggles
against a sexually seething artificial intelligence that has taken control of
their minds. By the author of Cybernetic Jungle.
The Public Image May 30 2020 Annabel Christopher is every inch the
star: a glamorous actress with a devoted, handsome husband. To keep
the paparazzi and her adoring public under her spell, her perfect image
must be carefully cultivated, whatever the cost. Beneath the facade,
though, her husband cannot bear her or their vapid existence. Envious of
her success, he plots his revenge and stages a scandal even Annabel will
find a challenge to recover from.
Reality and Dreams Sep 14 2021 "Sleek and suggestive . . . [Reality
and Dreams] is so smart and seductive that you fail to notice how
completely you've accepted a world gone utterly awry." -Kirkus
ReviewsBritish film director Tom Richard won acclaim for his moments
of pure creative inspiration. But when Richard is hospitalized after
toppling from a crane during a shoot, he awakes not knowing what is real
and what is not-and with no idea who to trust. Soon his wife, children,
and friends are all undergoing crises of their own, from the breakup of a
marriage to the loss of a job. As Richard fights to regain his health and
sta.
The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie, The Girls of Slender Means, The
Driver's Seat, The Only Problem Feb 19 2022 The brevity of Muriel
Spark’s novels is equaled only by their brilliance. These four novels, each
a miniature masterpiece, illustrate her development over four decades.
Despite the seriousness of their themes, all four are fantastic comedies of
manners, bristling with wit. Spark’s most celebrated novel, The Prime of
Miss Jean Brodie, tells the story of a charismatic schoolteacher’s
catastrophic effect on her pupils. The Girls of Slender Means is a
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beautifully drawn portrait of young women living in a hostel in London in
the giddy postwar days of 1945. The Driver’s Seat follows the final
haunted hours of a woman descending into madness. And The Only
Problem is a witty fable about suffering that brings the Book of Job to
bear on contemporary terrorism. All four novels give evidence of one of
the most original and unmistakable voices in contemporary fiction.
Characters are vividly etched in a few words; earth-shaking events are
lightly touched on. Yet underneath the glittering surface there is an
obsessive probing of metaphysical questions: the meaning of good and
evil, the need for salvation, the search for significance.
ドライバーズ・シート Aug 13 2021
Symposium Feb 07 2021
The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie May 22 2022 'Muriel Spark's most
celebrated novel . . . This ruthlessly and destructively romantic school
ma'am is one of the giants of post-war fiction' Independent 'A brilliantly
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psychological fugue' Observer The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie is Muriel
Spark's most significant and celebrated novel, and remains as dazzling as
when it was first published in 1961. Miss Jean Brodie is a teacher unlike
any other, proud and cultured, enigmatic and freethinking; a romantic,
with progressive, sometimes shocking ideas and aspirations for the girls
in her charge. At the Marcia Blaine Academy she takes a select group of
girls under her wing. Spellbound by Miss Brodie's unconventional
teaching, these devoted pupils form the Brodie set. But as the girls enter
their teenage years and they become increasingly drawn in by Miss
Brodie's personal life, her ambitions for them take a startling and dark
turn with devastating consequences.
Bring Up the Bodies (The Wolf Hall Trilogy, Book 2) Jan 26 2020
Winner of the Man Booker Prize 2012 Winner of the 2012 Costa Book of
the Year Shortlisted for the 2013 Women’s Prize for Fiction ‘Simply
exceptional...I envy anyone who hasn’t yet read it’ Daily Mail ‘A gripping
story of tumbling fury and terror’ Independent on Sunday
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