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The Dying Grass Oct 20 2021 From the National Book Award-winning author of Europe
Central – a dazzling fictional account of the epic fighting retreat of the Nez Perce Indians In
this fifth installment in his acclaimed Seven Dreams series of novels examining the
collisions between Native Americans and European colonizers, William T. Vollmann tells
the story of the epic fighting retreat of the Nez Perce Indians, with flashbacks to the Civil
War. Defrauded and intimidated at every turn, the Nez Perces finally went on the warpath
in 1877, subjecting the U.S. Army to its greatest defeat since Little Big Horn the previous
year, as they fled from northeast Oregon across Montana to the Canadian border.
Vollmann’s main character is not the legendary Chief Joseph but his pursuer, General
Oliver Otis Howard, the brave, shy, tormented, devoutly Christian Civil War veteran. In this
novel, we see him as commander, father, son, husband, friend, and killer. Teeming with
many vivid characters on both sides of the conflict, and written in an original style in which
the printed page works as a stage with multiple layers of foreground and background, The
Dying Grass is another mesmerizing achievement from one of the most ambitious writers
of our time.
No Immediate Danger Apr 13 2021 “The most honest book about climate change yet.”
—The Atlantic “The Infinite Jest of climate books.” —The Baffler A timely, eye-opening
book about climate change and energy generation that focuses on the consequences of
nuclear power production, from award-winning author William T. Vollmann In his
nonfiction, William T. Vollmann has won acclaim as a singular voice tackling some of the
most important issues of our age, from poverty to violence to the dark soul of American
imperialism as it has played out on the U.S./Mexico border. Now, Vollmann turns to a topic
that will define the generations to come--the factors and human actions that have led to
global warming. Vollmann begins No Immediate Danger, the first volume of Carbon
Ideologies, by examining and quantifying the many causes of climate change, from
industrial manufacturing and agricultural practices to fossil fuel extraction, economic
demand for electric power, and the justifiable yearning of people all over the world to live
in comfort. Turning to nuclear power first, Vollmann then recounts multiple visits that he
made at significant personal risk over the course of seven years to the contaminated nogo zones and sad ghost towns of Fukushima, Japan, beginning shortly after the tsunami
and reactor meltdowns of 2011. Equipped first only with a dosimeter and then with a
scintillation counter, he measured radiation and interviewed tsunami victims, nuclear

evacuees, anti-nuclear organizers and pro-nuclear utility workers. Featuring Vollmann's
signature wide learning, sardonic wit, and encyclopedic research, No Immediate Danger,
whose title co-opts the reassuring mantra of official Japanese energy experts, builds up a
powerful, sobering picture of the ongoing nightmare of Fukushima.
Understanding William T. Vollman Aug 25 2019 In Understanding William T. Vollmann, Isil
Özcan studies the maturing career of one of the most important voices in contemporary
letters. Vollmann's major works of fiction and nonfiction include his National Book Award
winner, Europe Central; his highly acclaimed Seven Dreams novels; and his magnum opus,
Rising Up and Rising Down: Some Thoughts on Violence, Urgent Means, and Justifications.
Özcan examines the common threads that interlace Vollmann's corpus and grapples with
the depth and complexity of his massive output. In her readings of Vollmann's works, she
identifies a rich but accessible set of themes that he explores afresh in each text, including
death, war, violence, suffering, and love. Vollmann has written in many genres, and his
writing is informed by his extensive research and travels around the world, his familiarity
with red-light zones, and his war correspondence. The highly subjective and participative
nature of much his writing has foregrounded his personality to such an extent that he
became simultaneously a cult figure and a notorious adventurer. In her readings Özcan
contends that Vollmann compels our attention because he registers a diversity of voices
and discourses that makes us hear what the subjugated, the unrecognized, the weak, and
the marginalized have to say; the scope and the force of Vollmann's openness to the Other
is inseparable from his method and conduct. In addition to close readings of Vollmann's
texts, Özcan also examines his influences and literary connections, tracing his ties to John
Steinbeck, Ernest Hemingway, James Agee, and Danilo Kis and situating him not only in
the American canon but also in the longer duration of world literature.
Conversations with William T. Vollmann Sep 06 2020 Collected interviews with the writer
of fiction, journalism, ethnography, and history whose book, Europe Central, won the
National Book Award for Fiction
Butterfly Stories Feb 09 2021 Butterfly Stories follows a dizzying cradle-to-grave hunt for
love that takes the narrator from the comfortable confines of suburban America to the
killing fields of Cambodia, where he falls in love with Vanna, a prostitute from Phnom Penh.
Here, Vollmann's gritty style perfectly serves his examination of sex, violence, and
corruption.
Poor People May 27 2022 That was the simple yet groundbreaking question William T.
Vollmann asked in cities and villages around the globe. The result of Vollmann's fearless
inquiry is a view of poverty unlike any previously offered. Poor People struggles to confront
poverty in all its hopelessness and brutality, its pride and abject fear, its fierce misery and
quiet resignation, allowing the poor to explain the causes and consequences of their
impoverishment in their own cultural, social, and religious terms. With intense compassion
and a scrupulously unpatronizing eye, Vollmann invites his readers to recognize in our
fellow human beings their full dignity, fallibility, pride, and pain, and the power of their
hard-fought resilience.
The Book of Dolores Jan 23 2022 William T. Vollmann has set out on what is perceived as
impossible for a heterosexual genetic male: to envision himself as a woman. In these
photographs, block prints and watercolour drawings, Vollmann portrays his alter ego,
Dolores, with whimsicality and sometimes with cruelty. The Book of Dolores brings the
genre of self-portraits to a new level of vulnerability and bravery. In the process, it offers
virtuoso performances of photographic techniques, including the seductively difficult gum
bichromate method. Each section of the book features an essay.
The Atlas Nov 01 2022 Winner of the PEN Center USA West Award for Fiction – a collection
of fifty-three interconnected stories by the National Book Award-winning author of Europe

Central Hailed by Newsday as "the most unconventional--and possibly the most exciting
and imaginative--novelist at work today," William T. Vollmann has also established himself
as an intrepid journalist willing to go to the hottest spots on the planet. Here he draws on
these formidable talents to create a web of fifty-three interconnected tales, what he calls
"a piecemeal atlas of the world I think in." Set in locales from Phnom Penh to Sarajevo,
Mogadishu to New York, and provocatively combining autobiography with invention,
fantasy with reportage, these stories examine poverty, violence, and loss even as they
celebrate the beauty of landscape, the thrill of the alien, the infinitely precious pain of
love. The Atlas brings to life a fascinating array of human beings: an old Inuit walrushunter, urban aborigines in Sydney, a crack-addicted prostitute, and even Vollmann
himself.
Riding Toward Everywhere Feb 21 2022 The author of Poor People recounts his trainhopping adventures at the side of fellow accomplice Steve and other underground
stowaways, journeys during which he observed the wild scenery of the American West
from a grainer platform. 30,000 first printing.
Thirteen Stories and Thirteen Epitaphs Mar 01 2020 The invisible lives of prostitutes,
pimps, pornographers, skinheads, and crack addicts are revealed in stories from the dark
edge of contemporary life, combining elements of travel writing and reportage,
autobiography and anecdotes, and told in a unique, searing voice. Original.
The Ice-Shirt Sep 26 2019 Originally published: New York: Viking, 1990.
The Rainbow Stories Sep 30 2022 A collection of thirteen short fiction stories about people
around the world who live outside the law.
The Royal Family May 15 2021 A rich, haunting novel of street life in San Francisco’s
Mission District, from the National Book Award-winning author of Europe Central In The
Royal Family, William T. Vollmann uses the story of two brothers to construct a haunting
series of parallels between the lives of the dispossessed and the anxious middle class.
Henry Tyler is a failing private detective in San Francisco. When the love of his life,
Irene--who happens to be married to his brother John, an ambitious contract
lawyer--commits suicide, he clings despairingly to her ghost. Struggling to turn his grief
into something precious, Henry enters into a new life of nightmare beauty and degradation
as he attempts to track down the legendary Queen of the Prostitutes. Crafted out of
language by turns eloquent, humorous, sensual, and obscene, and full of vividly rendered
depictions of low-life bars, office politics, and hobo camps, here are Vollmann's familiar but
ever surprising characters--the seekers, the vigilantes, the hypocrites, the sex workers. He
has woven their stories into a vivid and unforgettable novel about the eerie paradoxes of
possession and loss.
Shadows of Love, Shadows of Lonliness Nov 08 2020 In this landmark collection, William
T. Vollmann offers a kaleidoscopic retrospective of the visual artwork he has produced
over four decades, with new commentary from Vollmann on his process, inspiration, and
the many intersections with his writing. The celebrated author of over twenty-five books
(among them the National Book Award-wining novel Europe Central; the seven-volume
Rising Up and Rising Down, based on Vollmann's career as a war correspondent; and the
two-volume climate change investigation Carbon Ideologies), Vollmann's equally ambitious
and prolific career as a photographer, printmaker, and painter reflects the artist's deep
interest in people existing on the margins, a profound empathy for his subjects, and the
humility and generosity to meet them on their terms. Shadows of Love, Shadows of
Loneliness includes Kodachrome slides of Afghan Mujahideen from 1982; a handmade
watercolor sketchbook from Subarctic Canada, complete with inscriptions to Vollmann
from local Inuit teenagers; gum bichromate prints of American landscapes from Maui to
Mount Desert Island; silver gelatin portfolios of insurgents, refugees, prostitutes, police,

and criminals all over the world; photogenic drawings of Tahitian women; transgender selfportraits of "Dolores"; Bible woodblock prints in which God and everyone else is female;
acrylic paintings of California landscapes; cyanotypes, platinotypes, salt prints, and goldtoned Vandykes, to name just a few. Complementing these selections is a series of essays
commissioned especially for this book to lay out Vollmann's views on what photographs
can and should say, how he chooses what to represent (beauty, suffering, compassion,
love, desire, ideology), thoughts on photographic consensuality, and any number of
technical descriptions. Particularly useful for Vollmann fans and scholars are the crossreferences between these artistic and photographic projects and his books.
An Afghanistan Picture Show Jun 23 2019 Never before available in paperback and all but
invisible for twenty years, a personal account of the origins of America's longest war. In
1982, the young William Vollmann worked odd jobs, including as a secretary at an
insurance company, until he'd saved up enough money to go to Afghanistan, where he
wanted to join the mujahedeen to fight the Soviets. The resulting book wasn't published
until 1992, and Library Journal wrote: "The wrong book written at the wrong time. . . . With
the situation in Afghanistan rapidly heading toward resolution . . . libraries may safely skip
this." Thirty years later--and with the United States still mired in the longest war of its
history--it's time for a reassessment of Vollmann's heartfelt tale of idealism and its
terrifying betrayals. An alloy of documentary and autobiographical elements characteristic
of Vollmann's later nonfiction, An Afghanistan Picture Show is not a work of conventional
reportage; instead, it's an account of a subtle and stubborn consciousness grappling with
the limits of will and idealism imposed by violence and chaos.
William T. Vollmann Jun 03 2020 "This fascinating, massive, wide-ranging collection that
editors Christopher K. Coffman and Daniel Lukes have gathered together into William T.
Vollmann: A Critical Companion will soon be recognized as one of those rare critical books
for which that egregiously overused term 'groundbreaking' is fully justified." —Larry
McCaffery, from the preface of William T. Vollmann: A Critical Companion The essays in
this collection make a case for regarding William T. Vollmann as the most ambitious,
productive, and important living author in the US. His oeuvre includes not only outstanding
work in numerous literary genres, but also global reportage, ethical treatises, paintings,
photographs, and many other productions. His reputation as a daring traveler and his
fascination with life on the margins have earned him an extra-literary renown unequaled in
our time. Perhaps most importantly, his work is exceptional in relation to the literary
moment. Vollmann is a member of a group of authors who are responding to the skeptical
ironies of postmodernism with a reinvigoration of fiction’s affective possibilities and moral
sensibilities, but he stands out even among this cohort for his prioritization of moral
engagement, historical awareness, and geopolitical scope. Included in this book in addition
to twelve scholarly critical essays are reflections on Vollmann by many of his peers,
confidantes, and collaborators, including Jonathan Franzen, James Franco, and Michael
Glawogger. With a preface by Larry McCaffery and an afterword by Michael Hemmingson,
this book offers readings of most of Vollmann’s works, includes the first critical
engagements with several key titles, and introduces a range of voices from international
Vollmann scholarship.
William T. Vollmann Jun 27 2022 "This fascinating, massive, wide-ranging collection
thateditors Christopher K. Coffman and Daniel Lukes have gathered togetherintoWilliam T.
Vollmann: A Critical Companionwill soon be recognized asone of those rare critical books
for which that egregiously overused term'groundbreaking' is fully justified." Larry
McCaffery, from the preface of William T. Vollmann: A Critical Companion The essays in
this collection make a case for regarding William T. Vollmann as the most ambitious,
productive, and important living author in the US. His oeuvre includes not only outstanding

work in numerous literary genres, but also global reportage, ethical treatises, paintings,
photographs, and many other productions. His reputation as a daring traveler and his
fascination with life on the margins have earned him an extra-literary renown unequaled in
our time. Perhaps most importantly, his work is exceptional in relation to the literary
moment. Vollmann is a member of a group of authors who are responding to the skeptical
ironies of postmodernism with a reinvigoration of fiction s affective possibilities and moral
sensibilities, but he stands out even among this cohort for his prioritization of moral
engagement, historical awareness, and geopolitical scope. Included in this book in addition
to twelve scholarly critical essays are reflections on Vollmann by many of his peers,
confidantes, and collaborators, including Jonathan Franzen, James Franco, and Michael
Glawogger. With a preface by Larry McCaffery and an afterword by Michael Hemmingson,
this book offers readings of most of Vollmann s works, includes the first critical
engagements with several key titles, and introduces the work of several foreign Vollmann
scholars to American audiences."
The Lucky Star Apr 25 2022 The National Book Award winning author returns to his
original fictional territory--the lives of the dispossessed in San Francisco--with a parable
about the limitations of desire and life at the margins of society In such earlier works of
fiction as The Rainbow Stories and The Royal Family, William T. Vollmann wrote of pimps,
prostitutes, addicts and homeless dreamers in San Francisco's Tenderloin district. In this
new novel, Vollmann returns there with a story that centers around a woman with magical
powers whom everyone loves, and who has to love them all back. After being initiated into
a coven of island witches, Neva begins to fulfill her fate in a Tenderloin dive bar. Her
worshippers include Richard, the introverted, alcoholic, occasionally omniscient narrator; a
profane, aggressive transgender sex worker named Shantelle; the brisk but motherly
barmaid Francine; and the former Frank, who has renamed herself after her idol Judy
Garland. When Judy starts to love Neva too much, Judy's retired policeman boyfriend
embarks on a mission of exposure and destruction. Crafted out of language by turns
spiritual and sexually graphic, The Lucky Star aches with compassion as it explores
celebrity culture, gender identity, incest, Christian sacrifice and, most of all, the quotidian
and sometimes faltering heroism of marginalized people who in the face of humiliation and
outright violence seek to love in their own way, and stand up for who they are.
Argall May 03 2020 The third volume of the author's epic saga of North America peeks
behind the myth of Pocahontas to recreate the story with gritty realism.
No Good Alternative Apr 01 2020 “The most honest book about climate change yet.”
—The Atlantic “The Infinite Jest of climate books.” —The Baffler An eye-opening look at the
consequences of coal mining and oil and natural gas production—the second of a two
volume work by award-winning author William T. Vollmann on the ideologies of energy
production and the causes of climate change The second volume of William T. Vollmann's
epic book about the factors and human actions that have led to global warming begins in
the coal fields of West Virginia and Eastern Kentucky, where "America's best friend" is not
merely a fuel, but a "heritage." Over the course of four years Vollmann finds hollowed out
towns with coal-polluted streams and acidified drinking water; makes covert visits to
mountaintop removal mines; and offers documented accounts of unpaid fines for federal
health and safety violations and of miners who died because their bosses cut corners to
make more money. To write about natural gas, Vollmann journeys to Greeley, Colorado,
where he interviews anti-fracking activists, a city planner, and a homeowner with serious
health issues from fracking. Turning to oil production, he speaks with, among others, the
former CEO of Conoco and a vice president of the Bank of Oklahoma in charge of energy
loans, and conducts furtive roadside interviews of guest workers performing oil-related
contract labor in the United Arab Emirates. As with its predecessor, No Immediate Danger,

this volume seeks to understand and listen, not to lay blame--except in a few corporate
and political cases where outrage is clearly due. Vollmann is a carbon burner just like the
rest of us; he describes and quantifies his own power use, then looks around him, trying to
explain to the future why it was that we went against scientific consensus, continually
increasing the demand for electric power and insisting that we had no good alternative.
Last Stories and Other Stories Mar 13 2021 Supernaturally tinged stories from William T.
Vollmann, author of the National Book Award winner Europe Central In this magnificent
new work of fiction, his first in nine years, celebrated author William T. Vollmann offers a
collection of ghost stories linked by themes of love, death, and the erotic. A Bohemian
farmer’s dead wife returns to him, and their love endures, but at a gruesome price. A
geisha prolongs her life by turning into a cherry tree. A journalist, haunted by the halfforgotten killing of a Bosnian couple, watches their story, and his own wartime tragedy,
slip away from him. A dying American romances the ghost of his high school sweetheart
while a homeless salaryman in Tokyo animates paper cutouts of ancient heroes. Are
ghosts memories, fantasies, or monsters? Is there life in death? Vollmann has always
operated in the shadowy borderland between categories, and these eerie tales, however
far-flung their settings, all focus on the attempts of the living to avoid, control, or even
seduce death. Vollmann’s stories will transport readers to a fantastical world where love
and lust make anything possible.
You Bright and Risen Angels Jul 17 2021 This comic and surreal novel about the
beastliness and pain in the world focuses on the stories of assorted young American
misfits, reactionaries and revolutionaries, young lovers, and raging old tyrants
Rising Up and Rising Down Dec 30 2019 Twenty-three years in the making, Rising Up and
Rising Down (the original, published by McSweeney's in October 2003, spans seven
volumes) is a rich amalgam of historical analysis, contemporary case studies, anecdotes,
essays, theory, charts, graphs, photographs and drawings. Convinced that there is "a finite
number of excuses" for violence and that some excuses "are more valid than others,"
Vollmann spent two decades consulting hundreds of sources, scrutinizing the thinking of
philosophers, theologians, tyrants, warlords, military strategists, activists and pacifists. He
also visited more than a dozen countries and war zones to witness violence firsthand -sometimes barely escaping with his life. Vollmann makes deft use of these tools and
experiences to create his Moral Calculus, a structured decision-making system designed to
help the reader decide when violence is justifiable and when it is not.
William T. Vollmann Aug 18 2021 Talking bugs, electricity, the founding of empires,
hobos, Nazis, whores, violence, drugs, murder, secret cabals, Heaven, Hell—William T.
Vollmann is a writer of enormous novels that are stuffed with entire worlds of creation and
destruction. This first ever book-length critical study traces his career to date with
chapters devoted to each of his novels, as well as his short stories and major nonfiction.
Vollmann is a writer of obsessions, and this study concentrates on three of
them—freedom, redemption, and prostitution—while arguing that the author that dwells
on them is worthy of being called one of our greatest living American writers. Also included
are seven interviews spanning the years 1991–2007 that reinforce the persistence of
Vollmann’s attraction to these themes.
The Atlas Nov 20 2021 Winner of the PEN Center USA West Award for Fiction – a collection
of fifty-three interconnected stories by the National Book Award-winning author of Europe
Central Hailed by Newsday as "the most unconventional--and possibly the most exciting
and imaginative--novelist at work today," William T. Vollmann has also established himself
as an intrepid journalist willing to go to the hottest spots on the planet. Here he draws on
these formidable talents to create a web of fifty-three interconnected tales, what he calls
"a piecemeal atlas of the world I think in." Set in locales from Phnom Penh to Sarajevo,

Mogadishu to New York, and provocatively combining autobiography with invention,
fantasy with reportage, these stories examine poverty, violence, and loss even as they
celebrate the beauty of landscape, the thrill of the alien, the infinitely precious pain of
love. The Atlas brings to life a fascinating array of human beings: an old Inuit walrushunter, urban aborigines in Sydney, a crack-addicted prostitute, and even Vollmann
himself.
William T. Vollmann: Selected Interviews Jul 25 2019 This first ever collection of selected
interviews with one of America's most prolific and eclectic authors, William T. Vollmann.
Editor Scott Rhodes collects eighteen interviews that covers the span of this important
writer's expansive career.
Imperial Jul 29 2022 From the author of Europe Central, winner of the National Book
Award, a journalistic tour de force along the Mexican-American border – a finalist for the
National Book Critics Circle Award For generations of migrant workers, Imperial Country
has held the promise of paradise and the reality of hell. It sprawls across a stirring
accidental sea, across the deserts, date groves and labor camps of Southeastern
California, right across the border into Mexico. In this eye-opening book, William T.
Vollmann takes us deep into the heart of this haunted region, exploring polluted rivers and
guarded factories and talking with everyone from Mexican migrant workers to border
patrolmen. Teeming with patterns, facts, stories, people and hope, this is an epic study of
an emblematic region.
The Rifles Dec 22 2021 The latest installment of Vollmann's seven-part epic chronicling
the clash of Europeans and Native Americans in the New World. Volume six focuses on the
white explorers of the mid-1800s, desperately dreaming of forging a Northwest passage.
The Royal Family Jul 05 2020 Failing San Francisco private detective, Henry Tyler journeys
through the dark underbelly of the city as he searches for the legendary Queen of the
Prostitutes, all the while grieving over the suicide of the women he loves.
Fathers and Crows Jun 15 2021 The second volume of a saga that chronicles the relations
between native Americans and their colonizers begins four hundred years ago in the Great
Lakes region, where Jesuit priests martyr themselves to save the disease-ridden villages of
the Huron.--Amazon.com.
Europe Central Mar 25 2022 A series of interconnected stories seeks to contrast the moral
decisions made by famous and everyday individuals with regard to the warring
authoritarian cultures of Germany and the USSR in the twentieth century, from a pair of
generals who collaborate with the enemy to two heroes who place themselves at risk for
their countries. 15,000 first printing.
Rising Up and Rising Down Jan 11 2021 'Rising Up and Rising Down' is William T.
Vollman's meditation on the age-old conundrum: when is violence justified?
Rising Up and Rising Down Aug 06 2020
Expelled from Eden Nov 28 2019 No stranger to living and writing on the edge, the author
shares the fruits of his productive career as "the most prodigiously talented and
historically important novelist under 35," including autobiographical writing, interviews,
critical essays, correspondence, and poems.
The Rifles Jan 29 2020 When Sir John Franklin defies the warnings of native peoples and
embarks on his fourth Arctic voyage in the 1840s, his journey ends in tragedy in a novel of
America's ongoing tragedy of greed, ignorance, and violence. 15,000 first printing.
$15,000 ad/promo.
Uncentering the Earth Oct 27 2019 An analysis of the scientific and social impact of the
Polish astronomer's pivotal sixteenth-century work traces how his challenge to beliefs
about an earth-centric solar system had a profound influence on the ways in which
humanity understands itself and the universe. 20,000 first printing.

The Lucky Star Sep 18 2021 The National Book Award winning author returns to his
original fictional territory--the lives of the dispossessed in San Francisco--with a parable
about the limitations of desire and life at the margins of society In such earlier works of
fiction as The Rainbow Stories and The Royal Family, William T. Vollmann wrote of pimps,
prostitutes, addicts and homeless dreamers in San Francisco's Tenderloin district. In this
new novel, Vollmann returns there with a story that centers around a woman with magical
powers whom everyone loves, and who has to love them all back. After being initiated into
a coven of island witches, Neva begins to fulfill her fate in a Tenderloin dive bar. Her
worshippers include Richard, the introverted, alcoholic, occasionally omniscient narrator; a
profane, aggressive transgender sex worker named Shantelle; the brisk but motherly
barmaid Francine; and the former Frank, who has renamed herself after her idol Judy
Garland. When Judy starts to love Neva too much, Judy's retired policeman boyfriend
embarks on a mission of exposure and destruction. Crafted out of language by turns
spiritual and sexually graphic, The Lucky Star aches with compassion as it explores
celebrity culture, gender identity, incest, Christian sacrifice and, most of all, the quotidian
and sometimes faltering heroism of marginalized people who in the face of humiliation and
outright violence seek to love in their own way, and stand up for who they are.
Poor People Oct 08 2020 That was the simple yet groundbreaking question William T.
Vollmann asked in cities and villages around the globe. The result of Vollmann's fearless
inquiry is a view of poverty unlike any previously offered. Poor People struggles to confront
poverty in all its hopelessness and brutality, its pride and abject fear, its fierce misery and
quiet resignation, allowing the poor to explain the causes and consequences of their
impoverishment in their own cultural, social, and religious terms. With intense compassion
and a scrupulously unpatronizing eye, Vollmann invites his readers to recognize in our
fellow human beings their full dignity, fallibility, pride, and pain, and the power of their
hard-fought resilience. Some images that appeared in the print edition of this book are
unavailable in the electronic edition due to rights reasons.
Europe Central Aug 30 2022 A daring literary masterpiece and winner of the National
Book Award In this magnificent work of fiction, acclaimed author William T. Vollmann turns
his trenchant eye on the authoritarian cultures of Germany and the USSR in the twentieth
century to render a mesmerizing perspective on human experience during wartime.
Through interwoven narratives that paint a composite portrait of these two battling
leviathans and the monstrous age they defined, Europe Central captures a chorus of
voices both real and fictional— a young German who joins the SS to fight its crimes, two
generals who collaborate with the enemy for different reasons, the Soviet composer Dmitri
Shostakovich and the Stalinist assaults upon his work and life.
WHORES FOR GLORIA Dec 10 2020 With his first three works of fiction—the novels You
Bright and Risen Angels and The Ice-Shirt, and the collection The Rainbow Stories—William
T. Vollmann announced himself as a writer of rare and ferocious talent, with critics
comparing him to William Burroughs, Thomas Pynchon, and T.C. Boyle. His new novel is
the story of Jimmy, who has been deserted by his lover, a prostitute by the name of Gloria.
In the despair of his loneliness, and his drunken grief, he reassembles Gloria’s presence
out of whatever he can buy from the hookers on the street—the fragments of their lives
and dreams, and locks of hair they are willing to share for a price. In his search for these
snatches of intimacy he meets the hustlers, drunks, and prostitutes of San Francisco’s
Tenderloin district: Candy, who beats her customers when they ask for it but refuses to let
them call her a bitch; Snake, who pimps his wife; Nicole, whose job it is to give men AIDS;
Jack, who shoots his woman’s earnings into his arm but still likes Chopin even though he
doesn’t have a record player; and Gloria, who may or may not be a figment of Jimmy’s
imagination. Vollmann writes with explosive power of the inner city, unflinching in the way

he confronts the solitude of the homeless and unloved, the insulted and the injured of skidrow America. His exhilarating, high-voltage style and lyric language touch the heart and
retrieve a jubilant integrity from the harsh struggles of his characters. Here is a world of
harrowing truth, beautifully expressed by a writer of prodigious gifts.
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