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The Uses of Excess in Visual and Material Culture, 1600–2010 Sep 06 2020 Although the idea of excess has often been used to
degrade, many of the essays in this collection demonstrate how it has also been used as a strategy for self-fashioning and
empowerment, particularly by women and queer subjects. This volume examines a range of material - including ceramics,
paintings, caricatures, interior design and theatrical performances - in various global contexts. Each case study sheds new light
on how excess has been perceived and constructed, revealing how beliefs about excess have changed over time.
Erotism Jun 15 2021 Reprint. Originally published: Death and sensuality. New York: Walker, 1962.
The Accursed Share May 27 2022 'The Accursed Share' provides an introduction to Bataille the philosopher. Here he uses his
unique economic theory as the basis for an incisive inquiry into the very nature of civilization. Unlike conventional economic
models based on notions of scarcity, Bataille's theory develops the concept of excess - a civilization, he argues, reveals its order
most clearly in the treatment of its surplus energy.
Death and Sensuality Jan 29 2020
The Unfinished System of Nonknowledge Jul 17 2021 Keuze uit het werk van de Franse filosoof (1897-1962).
The Trial of Gilles de Rais Sep 26 2019 Written by France's famous connoisseur of transgression - the man the surrealist Andre
Breton labelled an 'Excremental philosopher' - THE TRIALS OF GILLES DE RAIS is the best thing now available in English on
one of the most bizarre figures in European history.' - New York Times Book Review'
Psychotherapy Under the Influence of Georges Bataille Aug 06 2020 This fascinating book applies social theorist Georges
Bataille’s revolutionary thinking to psychotherapy, offering clinicians a new and valuable context for practicing therapy. In
adding Bataille’s ideas to several different psychotherapeutic modalities, this book makes the notoriously obscure thinker more
accessible while testing the validity of his far-reaching work in the treatment room. Through an in-depth examination of several
clinical case studies, the book demonstrates how to balance an understanding of the social and historical contexts of
participants with a therapeutic approach that offers empathy for individual distress. It also explains how Bataille’s innovative
approach can be applied to work with couples, groups, institutions, and even one of Freud’s classic case studies. Both the
content and form of each chapter demonstrate the therapeutic value of a reflexive, critical approach to one’s practice and
exemplify how to write about it. Offering an unprecedented opportunity to imagine how Bataille’s own interest in
psychoanalysis and clinical psychology might have developed, this book will be of interest to both practitioners in the field and
scholars of continental philosophy and social theory.
The Thirst for Annihilation Sep 18 2021 An impassionate and fearless study of Georges Bataille which goes beyond analysis
and criticism to actually engage with him.
Bataille Mar 13 2021 One of the most profound thinkers of the twentieth century, Georges Bataille has only recently come to
prominence in the Anglophone academy, partly through the influence of post-structuralism. Once seen as no more than a
philosopher of eroticism and a writer of avant-garde pornography, Bataille is emerging as an absolutely central figure to
discussions of culture, economy, subjectivity and difference. Batailleis the first volume of its kind to offer lucid, diverse and
relevant examples of the ways of reading literary and cultural texts in the light of Bataille's work. The essays explore the
significance of Bataillean notions like heterology, general economy, transgression and eroticism, through detailed readings of
Shakespearean, Elizabethan and Jacobean literature; in analyses of Gothic and postmodern fiction; and in critiques of popular
culture, rock music and Hollywood movies. In order to make Bataillean notions more comprehensible to contemporary readers,
his concepts are situated in relation to the ideas of renowned critical and cultural theorists like Baudrillard, Deleuze, Derrida,
Kristeva, Lacan, as well as Hegel, Freud, Nietzsche and Marx. Here the influence of Bataille is outlined in intellectual and
historical terms and the significance of his work can be seen for both contemporary and futural modes of cultural analysis.
Georges Bataille Nov 08 2020 Translated by Krzysztof Filjalkowski and Michael Richardson Winner of the 1987 Prix Goncourt
for Biography Georges Bataille (1897–1962), philosopher, writer and founder of the influential literary review Critique, had an
enormous impact on the thinking of Foucault, Derrida and Baudrillard, and his ideas have been the subjets of recent debates in
a wide range of disciplines. In this acclaimed intellectual biography Michel Surya enters into a complicity with Bataille's oeuvre
to provide a detailed exposition of its themes as they developed against the backdrop of his life. The essence of Bataille's life
and work were defined by transience and effacement, reflecting a will both to contest the impermanence of things and to
confront death. His troubled childhood, his relationships with surrealism and his paradoxical position at the heart of twentiethcentury French thought are enriched here with testimonies from Bataille's closest acquaintances, making this a vivid and
detailed study. Revealing the contexts in which he worked, and the ways in which his work and ideas took shape, Surya sheds
essential light on a figure Foucault described as "one of the most important writers of the century."
Inner Experience Jul 29 2022 Outlines a mystical theology and experience of the sacred founded on the absence of god.
Originally published in 1943, Inner Experience is the single most significant work by one of the twentieth centurys most
influential writers. It outlines a mystical theology and experience of the sacred founded on the absence of god. Bataille calls
Inner Experience a narrative of despair, but also describes it as a book wherein profundity and passion go tenderly hand in
hand. Herein, he says, The mind moves in a strange world where anguish and ecstasy take shape. Batailles search for
experience begins where religion, philosophy, science, and literature leave off, where doctrines, dogmas, methods, and the arts
collapse. His method of meditation, outlined and documented here, commingles horror and delight. Laughter, intoxication,
eroticism, poetry, and sacrifice are pursued not as ends in and of themselves but as means of access to a sovereign realm of
inner experience. This new translation is the first to include Method of Meditation and Post-Scriptum 1953, the supplementary
texts Bataille added to create the first volume of his Summa Atheologica. This edition also offers the full notes and annotations
from the French edition of Batailles Oeuvres Complètes, along with an incisive introductory essay by Stuart Kendall that
situates the work historically, biographically, and philosophically.
Georges Bataille Apr 13 2021 Long recognized in France as a central figure in French cultural thought, the range and
significance of Batille's ideas are now being grasped in the English speaking world. His influence on Derrida, Foucault,
Kristeva and Baudrillard is now more clearly understood and Bataille has emerged as a front-rank cultural theorist who posed

questions and paradoxes that were extraordinarily prescient. This book offers a comprehensive and detailed presentation and
analysis of the full range of his writings - political, philosophical, aesthetic, literary, anthropological and cultural. And tackles
his thoughts on waste, sacrifice, death, eroticism, surplus, ecstasy and drunkenness, offering the best available guide to this
challenging a
Feast of Excess Feb 09 2021 In 1952, John Cage shocked audiences with 4'33," his composition showcasing the power of
silence. From Cage's minimalism to Chris Burden's radical performance art two decades later, the post-war avant-garde sought
to liberate the art world by shattering the divide between high and low art.Feast of Excess presents an engaging and accessible
portrait of the cultural extremism that emerged in the United States after World War II. This "New Sensibility," as termed by
Susan Sontag, was predicated upon excess, pushing and often crossing boundaries whether in the direction of minimalism
ormaximalism. Through brief vignette profiles of prominent figures in literature, music, visual art, poetry, theater and
journalism, George Cotkin leads readers on a focused journey through the interconnected stories of prominent figures such as
Andy Warhol, Anne Sexton, John Cage, John Coltrane, BobDylan, Erica Jong, and Chris Burden, among many others, who broke
barriers between artist and audience with their bold, shocking, and headline-grabbing performances.This inventive narrative
captures the sentiment of liberation from high and low culture in artistic endeavors spanning from the 1950s to the 1970s and
reveals the establishment of excess in American culture as the norm. A detailed emersion in the history of cultural extremism,
Feast of Excess leavesreaders to consider the provocative revelation that the essence of excess remains in our culture today, for
good and ill.
Georges Bataille Apr 25 2022 Georges Bataille was a philosopher, writer, librarian, pornographer and a founder of the
influential journals Critique and Acéphale. He has had an enormous impact on contemporary thought, influencing such writers
as Barthes, Baudrillard, Derrida, Foucault and Sontag. Many of his books, including the notorious Story of the Eye and the
fascinating The Accursed Share, are modern classics. In this acclaimed intellectual biography, Michel Surya gives a detailed
and insightful account of Bataille’s work against the backdrop of his life – his troubled childhood, his difficult relationship with
André Breton and the surrealists and his curious position as a thinker of excess, ‘potlatch’, sexual extremes and religious
sacrifice, one who nonetheless remains at the heart of twentieth century French thought—all of it drawn here in rich and
allusive prose. While exploring the source of the violent eroticism that laces Bataille’s novels, the book is also an acute guide to
the development of Bataille’s philosophical thought. Enriched by testimonies from Bataille’s closest acquaintances and
revealing the context in which he worked, Surya sheds light on a figure Foucault described as ‘one of the most important
writers of the century’.
Story of the Eye Oct 08 2020 Novel, translated by Joachim Neugroschel. Bataille's scandalous STORY OF THE EYE, written
under the pseudonym Lord Auch, centers around the exploits of a young couple exploring the utmost boundaries of the sacred
and profane. This hallucinatory melding of sex and religion has lost none of its transgressive power since its original
publication in the 1920s, and prefigures Bataille's later studies of death and sensuality, including EROTISM and THE TEARS
OF EROS, also published by City Lights and available from SPD.
Bataille May 15 2021 Gill examines the continuing power and influence of Bataille's work. By bringing together international
specialists on Bataille from philosophy to art history, this collection is able to explore the many facets of his writing.Georges
Bataille's powerful writings have fascinated many readers, enmeshed as they are with the themes of sex and death. His emotive
discourse of excess, transgression, sacrifice, and the sacred has had a profound and notable influence on thinkers such as
Foucault, Derrida and Kristeva. Bataille: Writing the Sacred examines the continuing power and influence of his work.The full
extent of Bataille's subversive and influential writings has only been made available to an English-speaking audience in recent
years. By bringing together international specialists on Bataille from philosophy and literature to art history, this collection is
able to explore the many facets of his writings.
Politics, Writing, Mutilation Oct 20 2021 Politics, Writing, Mutilation was first published in 1985. Minnesota Archive Editions
uses digital technology to make long-unavailable books once again accessible, and are published unaltered from the original
University of Minnesota Press editions. Five twentieth-century French writers played, and continue to play, a pivotal role in the
development of literary-philosophical thinking that has come to be known in the United States as post-structuralism. The work
of Georges Bataille, Maurice Blanchot, Raymond Roussel, Michel Leiris, and Francis Ponge in the 1930s and 1940s amounts to
a prehistory of today's theoretical debates; the writings of Foucault and Derrida in particular would have been unthinkable
outside the context provided by these writers. In Politics, Writing, Mutilation,Allan Stoekl emphasizes their role as precursors,
but he also makes clear that they created a distinctive body of work that must be read and evaluated on its own terms. Stoekl's
critical readings of their work—selected novels, poems, and autobiographical fragments—reveal them to be battlegrounds not
only of disruptive language practices, but of conflicting political drives as well. These irreconcilable tendencies can be defined
as progressive political revolution, on the one hand with its emphasis on utility, conservation, and labor; and, on the other
hand, a notion of dangerous and sinister production that stresses orgiastic sexuality and delirious expenditure. Caught between
these forces is the intellectual of Bataille's time (and indeed of ours), locked in impotence, self-betrayal, and automutilation.
Stoekl develops his critique through dual readings of each writer's central work—the first reading deconstructive, the second a
search for the political meaning excluded by a deconstructive approach. Repeating this process on a larger scale, he shows how
Derrida and Foucault are indebted to their precursors even while they have betrayed them by stripping their work of political
conflict and historical specificity. And he acknowledges that one of the most painful questions faced in prewar and Occupied
France—that of the unthinkable guilt and duplicity of the intellectual—may not be as remote from contemporary theoretical
concerns as some would have us believe.
The Absence of Myth Aug 18 2021 For Bataille, 'the absence of myth' had itself become the myth of the modern age. In a world
that had 'lost the secret of its cohesion', Bataille saw surrealism as both a symptom and the beginning of an attempt to address
this loss. His writings on this theme are the result of profound reflection in the wake of World War Two. The Absence of Myth is
the most incisive study yet made of surrealism, insisting on its importance as a cultural and social phenomenon with farreaching consequences. Clarifying Bataille's links with the surrealist movement, and throwing revealing light on his complex
and greatly misunderstood relationship with Andre Breton, The Absence of Myth shows Bataille to be a much more radical
figure than his postmodernist devotees would have us believe: a man who continually tried to extend Marxist social theory; a
pessimistic thinker, but one as far removed from nihilism as can be. Introduced and translated by Michael Richardson.
Georges Bataille Mar 25 2022 A concise guide to the life and work of the French intellectual Georges Bataille, best known as
the author of the celebrated The Story of the Eye.
Georges Bataille and the Mysticism of Sin May 03 2020 Mysticism, Connor argues, lies at the heart of Bataille's double identity
as an intellectual and as a kind of anarchic prophet."--Jacket.
Georges Bataille Jun 27 2022 Georges Bataille (1897 - 1962) was a philosopher, writer, and literary critic whose work has had
a significant impact across disciplines as diverse as philosophy, sociology, economics, art history and literary criticism, as well
as influencing key figures in post-modernist and post-structuralist philosophy such as Jacques Derrida and Michel Foucault. In
recent years, the number of works published on Georges Bataille, as well as the variety of contexts in which his work is invoked,
has markedly increased. In Georges Bataille: Key Concepts an international team of contributors provide an accessible
introduction to and survey of Bataille's thought. The editors’ introduction provides an overview of Bataille’s work, while the
chapters in the first section cover the social, political, artistic and philosophical contexts that shaped his thought. In the

second part, each chapter engages with a key theme in Bataille’s philosophy, including: art, eroticism, evil, inner experience,
heterology, religion, sacrifice, and sovereignty. The final chapter addresses Bataille’s literary writings. Georges Bataille: Key
Concepts is an invaluable guide for students from across the Humanities and Social Sciences, coming to Bataille’s work for the
first time. Contributors: Giulia Agostini, Elisabeth Arnould-Bloomfield, Tiina Arppe, Marcus Coelen, Simonetta FalascaZamponi, Patrick ffrench, Marina Galletti, Nadine Hartmann, Mark Hewson, Andrew Hussey, Stuart Kendall, Claire Nioche,
Gerhard Poppenberg, and Michèle Richman.
Libidinal Economy Jun 23 2019 Is regarded as the most important response to the philosophies of desire, as expounded by
thinkers such as de Sade, Nietzsche, Bataille, Foucault and Deleuze and Guattari. It is a major work not only of philosophy, but
of sexual politics, semiotics and literary theory, that signals the passage to postmodern philosophy.
Georges Bataille: Essential Writings Jul 05 2020 This selection of Bataille's work recognizes the full breadth of his
contribution as a key thinker in debates on modernity and postmodernity, to critical theory, and as a major influence on
Foucault, Derrida and Baudrillard.
On Nietzsche Aug 30 2022 Georges Bataille (1897-1962) was an essayist, poet, novelist and philosopher of excess. His
philosophy emerges from the aesthetic avant-garde of the 1920s and 30s, when he was associated with the surrealist
movement, and has since been explored by the major figures of poststructuralism and postmodernism. His classic works
include The Story of the Eye and The Accursed Share. On Nietzsche takes up Nietzschean thought where Nietzsche left off with the Death of God. Written against the backdrop of Germany under the Third Reich, the book explores the possibility of a
spiritual life outside religion. In so doing it weaves an astonishing tapestry of confession, theology, philosophy, myth and
eroticism - all shot through with the images of war. Translated by Bruce Boone Introduced by Sylvère Lotringer
The Aesthetics of Excess Feb 21 2022 This book investigates the reciprocal and often transgressive relations between
rhetorical figures and libidinal activity. The works of Nietzsche, Artaud, Bataille, Klossowski, and Sade are reconsidered in
light of the modernist and postmodernist problematics of simulacra, fascination, sublimation and desublimation, perversion,
deconstruction, and libidinal economies. Reading across the boundaries of philosophy, art history, comparative literature, film
studies, and psychoanalytic theory, this work reveals the manner in which theoretical discourse is imbued with passional
motivations, and, conversely, shows how the passions are structured according to logical and rhetorical figures. In offering
specific rereadings of several key figures of our modernist tradition, this work helps identify the sources of the 'postmodern
condition.' It thus provides a theoretical foundation for contemporary art and literary criticism--especially of those works to be
found at the margins of our culture.
The Second Media Age Aug 25 2019 This book examines the implications of new communication technologies in the light of
the most recent work in social and cultural theory and argues that new developments in electronic media, such as the Internet
and Virtual Reality, justify the designation of a "second media age".
Negative Ecstasies Jun 03 2020 Despite Georges Bataille’s acknowledged influence on major poststructuralist
thinkers—including Foucault, Derrida, Kristeva, Lacan, Baudrillard, and Barthes—and his prominence in literary, cultural, and
social theory, rarely has he been taken up by scholars of religion, even as issues of the sacred were central to his thinking.
Bringing together established scholars and emerging voices, Negative Ecstasies engages Bataille from the perspective of
religious studies and theology, forging links with feminist and queer theory, economics, secularism, psychoanalysis, fat studies,
and ethics. As these essays demonstrate, Bataille’s work bears significance to contemporary questions in the academy and vital
issues in the world. We continue to ignore him at our peril.
My Mother, Madame Edwarda, The Dead Man Dec 30 2019 In these three works of erotic prose Georges Bataille fuses sex and
spirituality in a highly personal and philosophical vision of the self. My Mother is a frank and intense depiction of a young
man's sexual initiation and corruption by his mother, where the profane becomes sacred, and intense experience is shown as
the only way to transcend the boundaries of society and morality. Madame Edwarda is the story of a prostitute who calls herself
God, and The Dead Man, published in 1964 after Bataille's death, is a startling short tale of cruelty and desire. This volume also
contains Bataille's own introductions to his texts as well as essays by Yukio Mishima and Ken Hollings.
The Sacred Conspiracy Oct 27 2019 Having spent the early thirties in far-left groups opposing Fascism, in 1937 Georges
Bataille abandoned this approach so as to transfer the struggle onto the mythological plane, founding two groups with this aim
in mind. The College of Sociology gave lectures attended by major figures from the Parisian intelligentsia - intended to reveal
the hidden undercurrents within a society that appeared to be bordering on collapse. The texts in this book comprise lectures
given to the College; essays from the Acephale journal and a large cache of the internal papers of the secret society of
Acephale.
Theory of Religion Dec 22 2021 Argues that religion is the search for lost intimacy, discusses its connection to the general
economy, and examines the sacrifice of war
The Accursed Share Jan 11 2021 The three volumes of The Accursed Share address what Georges Bataille sees as the paradox
of utility: namely, if being useful means serving a further end, then the ultimate end of utility can only be uselessness. The first
volume of The Accursed Share, the only one published before Bataille's death, treated this paradox in economic terms, showing
that "it is not necessity but its contrary, luxury, that presents living matter and mankind with their fundamental problems."
This Zone edition includes in a single volume a reconstruction, based on the versions published in Bataille's posthumous
collected works, of his intended continuation of The Accursed Share. In the second and third volumes, The History of Eroticism
and Sovereignty, Bataille explores the same paradox of utility, respectively from an anthropological and an ethical perspective.
He first analyzes the fears and fascination, the prohibitions and the transgressions attached to the realm of eroticism as so
many expressions of the "uselessness" of erotic life. It is just this expenditure of excess energy that demarcates the realm of
human autonomy, of independence relative to .useful" ends. The study of eroticism therefore leads naturally to the examination
of human sovereignty, in which Bataille defines the sovereign individual as one who consumes and does not labor, creating a
life beyond the realm of utility.
Ecce Monstrum Nov 20 2021 "Bataille enacts a "monstrous" mode of reading and writing in his approaches to other thinkers
and artists - a mode that is at once agonistic and intimate. Ecce Monstrum examines this monstrous mode of reading and
writing through investigations of Bataille's "sacrificial" interpretations of Kojeve's Hegel and Friedrich Nietzsche; his
contentious relationship with Simone Weil and its implications for his mystical and writing practices; his fraught affiliation
with surrealist Andre Breton and his attempt to displace surrealism with "hyperchristianity"; and his peculiar relations to artist
Hans Bellmer, whose work evokes Bataille's "religious sensibility.""--BOOK JACKET.
Visions of Excess Nov 01 2022 Since the publication of Visions of Excess in 1985, there has been an explosion of interest in the
work of Georges Bataille. The French surrealist continues to be important for his groundbreaking focus on the visceral, the
erotic, and the relation of society to the primeval. This collection of prewar writings remains the volume in which Batailles’s
positions are most clearly, forcefully, and obsessively put forward.This book challenges the notion of a “closed economy”
predicated on utility, production, and rational consumption, and develops an alternative theory that takes into account the
human tendency to lose, destroy, and waste. This collection is indispensible for an understanding of the future as well as the
past of current critical theory.Georges Bataille (1897-1962), a librarian by profession, was founder of the French review
Critique. He is the author of several books, including Story of the Eye, The Accused Share, Erotism, and The Absence of Myth.
Globalizing Justice Jul 25 2019 Governments, firms and people in developed countries, above all, the United States, by failing

to live up to these responsibilities, take advantage of people in developing countries.
Decency and Excess Apr 01 2020 Based on periodic ethnographic fieldwork over a span of fifteen years, Martinez shows how
impoverished plantation dwellers find ways of coping with the alienation that would be expected while laboring to produce
goods for the richer countries. Despite living in dire poverty, these workers live in a thoroughly commodified social
environment. Ritual, eroticism, electronic media, household adornment, payday-weekend "binging" are ways even chronically
poor plantation residents dream beyond reality. Yet plantation residents' efforts to live decently and escape from the dead hand
of necessity also deepen existing divisions of ethnic identity and status. As the divide between "haves" and "have-nots" worsens
as a result of neoliberal reform and the decline of sugar in international markets, this book reveals on an intensely human
scale the coarsening of the social fabric of this and other communities of the world's poorer nations.
Representations of Emotional Excess Mar 01 2020
Georges Bataille and Contemporary Thought Jan 23 2022 Georges Bataille's influence upon 20th-century philosophy is hard to
overstate. His writing has transfixed his readers for decades – exerting a powerful influence upon Foucault, Blanchot and
Derrida amongst many others. Today, Bataille continues to be an important reference for many of today's leading theorists
such as Giorgio Agamben, Roberto Esposito, Jean-Luc Nancy and Adrianna Caverero. His work is a unique and enigmatic
combination of mystical phenomenology, politics, anthropology and economic theory – sometimes adopting the form of
literature, sometimes that of ontology. This is the first book to take Bataille's ambitious and unfinished Accursed Share project
as its thematic guide, with individual contributors isolating themes, concepts or sections from within the three volumes and
taking them in different directions. Therefore, as well as providing readings of Bataille's key concepts, such as animality,
sovereignty, catastrophe and the sacred, this collection aims to explore new terrain and new theoretical problems.Georges
Bataille and Contemporary Thought acts simultaneously as a companion to Bataille's three-volume secular theodicy and as a
laboratory for new syntheses within his thought.
Georges Bataille Sep 30 2022 Until his death in 1962, Bataille was an instrumental force in philosophical debate, acting as a
foil for both Surrealism and Existentialism and advocating radical views that spanned the entire spectrum of political thought.
Stuart Kendall chronicles these aspects of his intellectual development, as well as tracing his pivotal role in the creation of
journals such as Documents and Acéphale, and how his writings in aesthetics and art history were the pioneering cornerstones
of visual culture studies. Kendall positions Bataille at the heart of a prodigious community of thinkers, including André Breton,
Michel Leiris, Jean-Paul Sartre, Alexandre Kojève, Jacques Lacan and Maurice Blanchot, among many others.
Literature and Evil Dec 10 2020 'Literature is not innocent,' stated Georges Bataille in this extraordinary 1957 collection of
essays, arguing that only by acknowledging its complicity with the knowledge of evil can literature communicate fully and
intensely. These literary profiles of eight authors and their work, including Emily Brontë's Wuthering Heights, Baudelaire's Les
Fleurs du Mal and the writings of Sade, Kafka and Sartre, explore subjects such as violence, eroticism, childhood, myth and
transgression, in a work of rich allusion and powerful argument.
Blessed Excess Nov 28 2019
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