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The Battle for God Mar 29 2022 One of the most potent forces bedevilling the modern world is religious
fundamentalism. Armstrong explains how and why fundamentalists' understanding of religion and society differs
so starkly from that of their contemporaries.
The Givenness of Things Jun 07 2020 The spirit of our times can appear to be one of joyless urgency. As a
culture we have become less interested in the exploration of the glorious mind, and more interested in creating
and mastering technologies that will yield material well-being. But while cultural pessimism is always fashionable,
there is still much to give us hope. In The Givenness of Things, the incomparable Marilynne Robinson delivers an
impassioned critique of our contemporary society while arguing that reverence must be given to who we are and
what we are: creatures of singular interest and value, despite our errors and depredations. Robinson has plumbed
the depths of the human spirit in her novels, including the National Book Critics Circle Award-winning Lila and the
Pulitzer Prize-winning Gilead, and in her new essay collection she trains her incisive mind on our modern
predicament and the mysteries of faith. These seventeen essays examine the ideas that have inspired and
provoked one of our finest writers throughout her life. Whether she is investigating how the work of the great
thinkers of the past, Calvin, Locke, Bonhoeffer--and Shakespeare--can infuse our lives, or calling attention to the
rise of the self-declared elite in American religious and political life, Robinson's peerless prose and boundless
humanity are on display. Exquisite and bold, The Givenness of Things is a necessary call for us to find wisdom
and guidance in our cultural heritage, and to offer grace to one another.
Muhammad Dec 14 2020 This vivid and detailed biography strips away centuries of distortion and myth and
presents a balanced view of the man whose religion continues to dramatically affect the course of history.
The Compassionate Life Dec 02 2019 Touching and inspiration, this book is a personal invitation from one of
the world's most gifted teachers to live a life of happiness, joy, and true prosperity.
Tongues of Fire Nov 12 2020 Poetry by authors including John Donne, Aeschylus, Czeslaw Milosz, and Emily
Dickinson explores the nature of religion
Jesus May 07 2020 This title reappraises our readings of the Gospels, reinterpreting the story of Jesus's birth,
his life as a carpenter and the dramatic events surrounding his arrest and trial. It rescues Jesus from the tangles
of Christian history, to present a portrait of the man behind the myth.
The Age of American Unreason Jun 27 2019 A cultural history of the last forty years, The Age of American
Unreason focuses on the convergence of social forces—usually treated as separate entities—that has created a
perfect storm of anti-rationalism. These include the upsurge of religious fundamentalism, with more political
power today than ever before; the failure of public education to create an informed citizenry; and the triumph of
video over print culture. Sparing neither the right nor the left, Jacoby asserts that Americans today have
embraced a universe of “junk thought” that makes almost no effort to separate fact from opinion.
Jerusalem Jan 27 2022 Venerated for millennia by three faiths, torn by irreconcilable conflict, conquered,
rebuilt, and mourned for again and again, Jerusalem is a sacred city whose very sacredness has engendered
terrible tragedy. In this fascinating volume, Karen Armstrong, author of the highly praised A History of God,
traces the history of how Jews, Christians, and Muslims have all laid claim to Jerusalem as their holy place, and
how three radically different concepts of holiness have shaped and scarred the city for thousands of years.
Armstrong unfolds a complex story of spiritual upheaval and political transformation--from King David's capital to
an administrative outpost of the Roman Empire, from the cosmopolitan city sanctified by Christ to the spiritual
center conquered and glorified by Muslims, from the gleaming prize of European Crusaders to the bullet-ridden
symbol of the present-day Arab-Israeli conflict. Written with grace and clarity, the product of years of meticulous
research, Jerusalem combines the pageant of history with the profundity of searching spiritual analysis. Like
Karen Armstrong's A History of God, Jerusalem is a book for the ages. BONUS: This edition contains an excerpt
from Karen Armstrong's Twelve Steps to a Compassionate Life.
Muhammad Dec 26 2021 Through comparison with other prophets and mystics the author examines

Muhammad's spiritual ideas, and uses the facts of his life - from which Muslims have drawn instruction for
centuries - to make the tenets of Islam clear and accessible for readers of all faiths.
In the Beginning Feb 25 2022 As the foundation stone of the Jewish and Christian scriptures, the Book of
Genesis unfolds some of the most arresting stories of world literature. In this book, Karen Armstrong brilliantly
illuminates the mysteries and profundities of this mystifying work.
A History of God Apr 05 2020 The idea of a single devine being - God, Yahweh, Allah - has existed for over
4,000 years. But the history of God is also the history of human struggle. While Judaism, Islam and Christianity
proclaim the goodness of God, organised religion has too often been the catalyst for violence and ineradicable
prejudice. In this fascinating, extensive and original account of the evolution of belief, Karen Armstrong examines
Western society's unerring fidelity to this idea of One God and the many conflicting convictions it engenders. A
controversial, extraordinary story of worship and war, A History of God confronts the most fundamental fact - or
fiction - of our lives.
Axial Civilizations And World History Aug 10 2020 A collection of essays by social theorists, historical
sociologists and area specialists in classical, biblical and Asian studies. The contributions deal with cultural
transformations in major civilizational centres during the "Axial Age," the middle centuries of the last millennium
BCE, and their long-term consequences.
The Great Transformation Oct 24 2021 "In her introduction and concluding chapter, Armstrong urges us to
consider how these spiritualities challenge the way we are religious today. In our various institutions, we
sometimes seem to be attempting to create exactly the kind of religion that Axial sages and prophets had hoped to
eliminate. We often equate faith with doctrinal conformity, but the traditions of the Axial Age were not about
dogma. All insisted on the primacy of compassion even in the midst of suffering. In each Axial Age case, a
disciplined revulsion from violence and hatred proved to be the major catalyst of spiritual change."--BOOK
JACKET.
Compassion and the Mission of God Feb 13 2021 Why does God care for the poor, the vulnerable and the
marginalized? This book traces God’s compassion as it is revealed in the Old and New Testaments, exploring the
expression and impact of compassion in the early church through its actions and teachings as part of its witness.
Focusing on the church’s responsibility to be compassionate, Dr Rupen Das underlines the theological and
missiological questions central to any discussion on the compassion of God. Culminating with how compassion is
lived out by God’s people, the book looks at concepts of transformation and the demonstration of the kingdom of
God in the real world. This book provides an excellent biblical and theological foundation for anyone involved or
interested in ministries of social justice, relief, development and compassion.
When Religion Becomes Evil Oct 31 2019 In this thoroughly revised and updated edition, leading religion and
Middle East expert Charles Kimball shows how all religious traditions are susceptible to these basic corruptions
and why only authentic faith can prevent such evil. The Five Warning Signs of Corruption in Religion 1. Absolute
Truth Claims 2. Blind Obedience 3. Establishing the "Ideal" Time 4. The End Justifies Any Means 5. Declaring
Holy War
Religion Sep 10 2020 ‘Because "God" is infinite, nobody can have the last word’ What is this thing, religion,
supposedly the cause of bloodshed and warring for centuries? What is ‘God’ and do we need ‘Him’ in our modern
world? Karen Armstrong looks again at these questions in a refreshing and startling way. God is not to be
‘believed in’ as a child believes in Santa Claus; religion is not a story to be proven true or false, but a discipline
akin to music or art that answers a deeply human need, and can teach us to discover new capacities of mind and
heart. Selected from A Case for God, Fields of Blood and The Lost Art of Scripture VINTAGE MINIS: GREAT
MINDS. BIG IDEAS. LITTLE BOOKS. A series of short books by the world’s greatest writers on the experiences
that make us human Also in the Vintage Minis 'Great Ideas' series: Art by Simon Schama Science by Ian McEwan
Twelve Steps to a Compassionate Life Aug 02 2022 Drawing on a wide range of material - ranging from the
spiritual character of the world religions to the findings of contemporary neuroscience - Karen Armstrong argues
that compassion is hardwired into our brains, yet is constantly pushed back by our more primitive instincts for
selfishness and survival. Since time immemorial religion has enhanced our altruistic tendencies: all faiths insist
that the Golden Rule is the test of true spirituality - 'Always treat others as you wish to be treated yourself'.
Taking as her starting point the teachings of the great world religions, Karen Armstrong demonstrates in twelve
practical steps how we can bring compassion to the forefront of our lives. These steps both reveal the
inadequacies of our knowledge of ourselves and others and enable us to unlock our potential for understanding,
empathy and altruism that can be translated into acts of kindness and charity.They culminate in the most radical
and challenging of all religious maxims - love your enemy. Yet in today's world, compassion in no longer a luxury
but, in the words of Martin Luther King, 'an absolute necessity for our survival'. Practising these steps will not
change our lives overnight and turn us into saints or sages: the attempt to become a more compassionate human
being is a lifelong project. Yet Karen Armstrong argues that compassion is inseparable from humanity, and by
transcending the limitations of selfishness on a daily basis we will not only make a difference in the world but also
lead happier, more fulfilled, lives.
Fields of Blood Aug 22 2021 It is the most persistent myth of our time: religion is the cause of all violence. But
history suggests otherwise. Karen Armstrong, former Roman Catholic nun and one of our foremost scholars of

religion, speaks out to disprove the link between religion and bloodshed. * Religion is as old as humanity: Fields of
Blood goes back to the Stone Age hunter-gatherers and traces religion through the centuries, from medieval
crusaders to modern-day jihadists. * The West today has a warped concept of religion: we regard faith as a
personal and private matter, but for most of history faith has informed people’s entire outlook on life, and often
been inseparable from politics. * Humans undoubtedly have a natural propensity for aggression: the founders of
the largest religions – Jesus, Buddha, the rabbis of early Judaism, the prophet Muhammad – aimed to curb violence
and build a more peaceful and just society, but with our growing greed for money and wealth came collective
violence and warfare. * With the arrival of the modern all-powerful, secular state humanity’s destructive potential
has begun to spiral out of control. Is humanity on the brink of destroying itself? Fields of Blood is a celebration of
the ancient religious ideas and movements that have promoted peace and reconciliation across millennia of
civilization.
Sacred Nature Jul 29 2019 'KAREN ARMSTRONG IS A GENIUS' - A.N. Wilson, author of The Victorians and
Winnie and Wolf In this hugely powerful book, Karen Armstrong argues that if we want to avert environmental
catastrophe, it is not enough to change our behaviour: we need to learn to think and feel differently about the
natural world - to rekindle our spiritual bond with nature. For most of human history, and in almost all the world's
cultures, nature was believed to be sacred, and our God or gods to be present everywhere in the natural world.
When people in the West began to separate God and nature in modern times, it was not just a profound breach
with thousands of years of accumulated wisdom: it also set in train the destruction of the natural world. Taking
themes that have been central to the world's religious traditions - from gratitude and compassion to sacrifice and
non-violence - Armstrong offers practical steps to help us develop a new mindset to reconnect with nature and
rekindle our sense of the sacred. Sacred Nature reveals the most profound connections between humans and the
natural world. It speaks to anyone interested in our relationship with nature, worried about the destruction of our
environment, and searching for new ways of thinking to shape the action needed to save our planet. 'One of our
best living writers on religion' Financial Times 'Karen Armstrong is one of the handful of wise and supremely
intelligent commentators on religion' Alain de Botton
A Short History of Myth Jul 09 2020 As long as we have been human, we have been mythmakers. In A Short
History of Myth, Karen Armstrong holds up the mirror of mythology to show us the history of ourselves, and
embarks on a journey that begins at a Neanderthal graveside and ends buried in the heart of the modern novel.
Surprising, powerful and profound, A Short History of Myth examines the world's most ancient art form - the
making and telling of stories - and why we still need it.
The Gospel According to Woman Jan 15 2021
St. Paul Nov 24 2021 A stirring account of the life of Paul, who brought Christianity to the Jews, by the most
popular writer on religion in the English-speaking world, Karen Armstrong, author of The History of God, which
has been translated into thirty languages
Sacred Nature May 19 2021 From one of the most original thinkers on the role of religion in the modern world,
a profound exploration of the spiritual power of nature—and an urgent call to reclaim that power in everyday life.
"Much has been written on the scientific and technological aspects of climate change.... But Armstrong’s book is
both more personal and more profound. Its urgent message is that hearts and minds need to change if we are to
once more learn to revere our beautiful and fragile planet." —The Guardian Since the beginning of time, humankind
has looked upon nature and seen the divine. In the writings of the great thinkers across religions, the natural
world inspires everything from fear, to awe, to tranquil contemplation; God, or however one defined the sublime,
was present in everything. Yet today, even as we admire a tree or take in a striking landscape, we rarely see
nature as sacred. In this short but deeply powerful book, the best-selling historian of religion Karen Armstrong resacralizes nature for modern times. Drawing on her vast knowledge of the world’s religious traditions, she vividly
describes nature’s central place in spirituality across the centuries. In bringing this age-old wisdom to life,
Armstrong shows modern readers how to rediscover nature’s potency and form a connection to something
greater than ourselves.
A History of God Apr 29 2022 A study of the deity of the world's three dominant monotheistic religions:
Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. In a dynamic interplay between religion and society's ever-changing beliefs,
values, and traditions, human beings' ideas about God have been transformed. Ideas about God have been molded
to apply to the spiritual needs of the people who worship him in a particular place and time. The author explores
and analyzes the development and progression of the various perceptions of God from the days of Abraham to
present times--Adapted from book jacket.
The First Christian Mar 17 2021
Buddha Sep 03 2022 A portrait of the Buddha explores his identities both as an archetypal religious icon and as
a man, chronicling his journey from his decision to leave a life of ease and power to his attainment of spiritual
enlightenment.
The Bible Apr 17 2021 The Bible is the most widely distributed book in the world. Translated into over two
thousand languages, it is estimated that more than six billion copies have been sold in the last two hundred years
alone. In this seminal account, Karen Armstrong traces the gestation of the Bible to reveal a complex and
contradictory document created by scores of people over hundreds of years. Karen Armstrong begins her

analysis with the origins of the very earliest books of the Hebrew Bible, in which God was called both 'Yahweh'
and 'Elohim'. She then traces the development of both the Hebrew Bible and the New Testament to reveal the
disparate influences that helped to form these sacred texts. From the Jewish practice of Midrash and the Christian
cult of Jesus; to the influence of Paul's letters on the Reformation and the manipulation of Revelations by Christian
fundamentalism, Armstrong explores the contexts in which these sixty-six books were understood and explains
the social needs they answered. In the process she reveals an unfamiliar and paradoxical work that will
permanently alter our understanding of the Bible.
The Case for God May 31 2022 There is widespread confusion about the nature of religious truth. For the first
time in history, a significantly large number of people want nothing to do with God. Militant atheists preach a
gospel of godlessness with the zeal of missionaries and find an eager audience. Tracing the history of faith from
the Palaeolithic Age to the present, Karen Armstrong shows that meaning of words such as 'belief', 'faith', and
'mystery' has been entirely altered, so that atheists and theists alike now think and speak about God - and, indeed,
reason itself - in a way that our ancestors would have found astonishing. Does God have a future? Karen
Armstrong examines how we can build a faith that speaks to the needs of our troubled and dangerously polarised
world.
Through the Narrow Gate, Revised Sep 22 2021 Recounts the seven years that the author spent in a convent
beginning at the age of seventeen, describing her religous doubts and spiritual struggles which led to her final
recognition that she was not suited for life as a nun.
The Great Transformation Oct 04 2022 The centuries between 800 and 300 BC saw an explosion of new
religious concepts. But why did Socrates, Buddha, Confucius, Jeremiah, Lao Tzu and all others emerge in this 500
year span? Armstrong examines this period and the connections between this disparate group of philosophers,
mystics, and theologians.
Gay Spirituality Jul 21 2021 In this award-winning title, Johnson explores how the rise of gay identity--their
ability to step outside the conventions of culture and see things from a different point of view--has become an
important part of religious development.
Girl Meets Boy Sep 30 2019 Girl meets boy. It's a story as old as time. But what happens when an old story
meets a brand new set of circumstances? Ali Smith's remix of Ovid's most joyful metamorphosis is a story about
the kind of fluidity that can't be bottled and sold. It is about girls and boys, girls and girls, love and transformation,
a story of puns and doubles, reversals and revelations. Funny and fresh, poetic and political, here is a tale of
change for the modern world.
The Nun S Story Mar 05 2020 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is
part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of
America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this
work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. To ensure a
quality reading experience, this work has been proofread and republished using a format that seamlessly blends
the original graphical elements with text in an easy-to-read typeface. We appreciate your support of the
preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
The Spiral Staircase Jul 01 2022 A raw, intensely personal memoir of spiritual exploration from one of the
world’s great commentators on religion.
Dante Aug 29 2019
The English Mystics of the Fourteenth Century Oct 12 2020
A Time to Keep Silence Feb 02 2020 From the French Abbey of St Wandrille to the abandoned and awesome
Rock Monasteries of Cappadocia in Turkey, the celebrated travel writer Patrick Leigh Fermor studies the rigorous
contemplative lives of the monks and the timeless beauty of their monastic surroundings. In his occasional
retreats, the peaceful solitude and the calm enchantment of the monasteries was passed on as a kind of
'supernatural windfall' which A Time to Keep Silence so effortlessly records.
Holy War Jun 19 2021 The Crusades and their impact on today's world.
The Neuroscience of Religious Experience Jan 03 2020 Technical advances in the life and medical sciences
have revolutionised our understanding of the brain, while the emerging disciplines of social, cognitive, and
affective neuroscience continue to reveal the connections of the higher cognitive functions and emotional states
associated with religious experience to underlying brain states. At the same time, a host of developing theories in
psychology and anthropology posit evolutionary explanations for the ubiquity and persistence of religious beliefs
and the reports of religious experiences across human cultures, while gesturing toward physical bases for these
behaviours. What is missing from this literature is a strong voice speaking to these behavioural and social
scientists - as well as to the intellectually curious in the religious studies community - from the perspective of a
brain scientist.
The Great Transformation Nov 05 2022 Examines the origins of the religious traditions of the world during the
ninth century B.C.E. in four distinct regions--Confucianism and Daoism in China, Hinduism and Buddhism in India,
monotheism in Israel, and philosophical rationalism in Greece.
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