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Copernicus' Secret Aug 27 2019 Nicolaus Copernicus gave the world perhaps the most important
scientific insight of the modern age, the theory that the earth and the other planets revolve around
the sun. He was also the first to proclaim that the earth rotates on its axis once every twenty-four
hours. His theory was truly radical: during his lifetime nearly everyone believed that a perfectly still
earth rested in the middle of the cosmos, where all the heavenly bodies revolved around it. One of
the transcendent geniuses of the early Renaissance, Copernicus was also a flawed and conflicted
person. A cleric who lived during the tumultuous years of the early Reformation, he may have been
sympathetic to the teachings of the Lutherans. Although he had taken a vow of celibacy, he kept at
least one mistress. Supremely confident intellectually, he hesitated to disseminate his work among
other scholars. It fact, he kept his astronomical work a secret, revealing it to only a few intimates,
and the manuscript containing his revolutionary theory, which he refined for at least twenty years,
remained "hidden among my things." It is unlikely that Copernicus' masterwork would ever have
been published if not for a young mathematics professor named Georg Joachim Rheticus. He had
heard of Copernicus' ideas, and with his imagination on fire he journeyed hundreds of miles to a
land where, as a Lutheran, he was forbidden to travel. Rheticus' meeting with Copernicus in a small
cathedral town in northern Poland proved to be one of the most important encounters in history.
Copernicus' Secret recreates the life and world of the scientific genius whose work revolutionized
astronomy and altered our understanding of our place in the world. It tells the surprising, littleknown story behind the dawn of the scientific age.
Cooperation in Primates and Humans Nov 22 2021 Cooperative behaviour has been one of the
enigmas of evolutionary theory. This book examines the many facets of cooperative behaviour in
primates and humans. It bridges the gap between parallel research in primatology and studies of
humans, and highlights both common principles and aspects of human uniqueness, with respect to
cooperative behaviour.
A Cooperative Species Feb 23 2022 Why do humans, uniquely among animals, cooperate in large
numbers to advance projects for the common good? Contrary to the conventional wisdom in

biology and economics, this generous and civic-minded behavior is widespread and cannot be
explained simply by far-sighted self-interest or a desire to help close genealogical kin. In A
Cooperative Species, Samuel Bowles and Herbert Gintis--pioneers in the new experimental and
evolutionary science of human behavior--show that the central issue is not why selfish people act
generously, but instead how genetic and cultural evolution has produced a species in which
substantial numbers make sacrifices to uphold ethical norms and to help even total strangers. The
authors describe how, for thousands of generations, cooperation with fellow group members has
been essential to survival. Groups that created institutions to protect the civic-minded from
exploitation by the selfish flourished and prevailed in conflicts with less cooperative groups. Key to
this process was the evolution of social emotions such as shame and guilt, and our capacity to
internalize social norms so that acting ethically became a personal goal rather than simply a
prudent way to avoid punishment. Using experimental, archaeological, genetic, and ethnographic
data to calibrate models of the coevolution of genes and culture as well as prehistoric warfare and
other forms of group competition, A Cooperative Species provides a compelling and novel account
of how humans came to be moral and cooperative.
The Evolution of Human Co-operation Oct 10 2020 This book explains the evolution of human
cooperation in tribal societies using insights from game theory, ethnography and archaeology.
Cooperation among Animals Jan 31 2020 Despite the depiction of nature "red in tooth and claw,"
cooperation is actually widespread in the animal kingdom. Various types of cooperative behaviors
have been documented in everything from insects to primates, and in every imaginable ecological
scenario. Yet why animals cooperate is still a hotly contested question in literature on evolution and
animal behavior. This book examines the history surrounding the study of cooperation, and
proceeds to examine the conceptual, theoretical and empirical work on this fascinating subject.
Early on, it outlines the four different categories of cooperation -- reciprocal altruism, kinship,
group-selected cooperation and byproduct mutualism -- and ties these categories together in a
single framework called the Cooperator's Dilemma. Hundreds of studies on cooperation in insects,
fish, birds and mammals are reviewed. Cooperation in this wide array of taxa includes, but is not
limited to, cooperative hunting, anti-predator behavior, foraging, sexual coalitions, grooming,
helpers-at-the nest, territoriality, 'policing' behavior and group thermoregulation. Each example
outlined is tied back to the theoretical framework developed early on, whenever the data allows.
Future experiments designed to further elucidate a particular type of cooperation are provided
throughout the book.
The Social Instinct Jun 05 2020 'A phenomenally important book' Lewis Dartnell, author of Origins
Why do we live in families? Why do we help complete strangers? Why do we compare ourselves to
others? Why do we cooperate? The science of cooperation tells us not only how we got here, but
also where we might end up. In The Social Instinct Nichola Raihani introduces us to other species
who, like us, live and work together. From the pied babblers of the Kalahari to the cleaner fish of
the Great Barrier Reef, they happen to be some of the most fascinating and extraordinarily
successful species on this planet. What do we have in common with these animals, and what can
we learn from them? The Social Instinct is an exhilarating, far-reaching and thought-provoking
journey through all life on Earth, with profound insights into what makes us human and how our
societies work. 'A pleasing juxtaposition of insightful scientific theory with illuminating anecdotes'
Richard Dawkins 'Surprising, thoughtful and, best of all, endlessly entertaining' Will Storr, author of
The Science of Storytelling 'A superb book about how important cooperation is' Alice Roberts,
author of Ancestors
The Evolution of Cooperation Oct 02 2022 A famed political scientist's classic argument for a
more cooperative world We assume that, in a world ruled by natural selection, selfishness pays. So
why cooperate? In The Evolution of Cooperation, political scientist Robert Axelrod seeks to answer
this question. In 1980, he organized the famed Computer Prisoners Dilemma Tournament, which
sought to find the optimal strategy for survival in a particular game. Over and over, the simplest
strategy, a cooperative program called Tit for Tat, shut out the competition. In other words,

cooperation, not unfettered competition, turns out to be our best chance for survival. A vital book
for leaders and decision makers, The Evolution of Cooperation reveals how cooperative principles
help us think better about everything from military strategy, to political elections, to family
dynamics.
Intention Recognition, Commitment and Their Roles in the Evolution of Cooperation Dec 12 2020
This original and timely monograph describes a unique self-contained excursion that reveals to the
readers the roles of two basic cognitive abilities, i.e. intention recognition and arranging
commitments, in the evolution of cooperative behavior. This book analyses intention recognition, an
important ability that helps agents predict others’ behavior, in its artificial intelligence and
evolutionary computational modeling aspects, and proposes a novel intention recognition method.
Furthermore, the book presents a new framework for intention-based decision making and
illustrates several ways in which an ability to recognize intentions of others can enhance a decision
making process. By employing the new intention recognition method and the tools of evolutionary
game theory, this book introduces computational models demonstrating that intention recognition
promotes the emergence of cooperation within populations of self-regarding agents. Finally, the
book describes how commitment provides a pathway to the evolution of cooperative behavior, and
how it further empowers intention recognition, thereby leading to a combined improved strategy.
The Evolution of Cooperation Sep 01 2022 A famed political scientist's classic argument for a more
cooperative world We assume that, in a world ruled by natural selection, selfishness pays. So why
cooperate? In The Evolution of Cooperation, political scientist Robert Axelrod seeks to answer this
question. In 1980, he organized the famed Computer Prisoners Dilemma Tournament, which
sought to find the optimal strategy for survival in a particular game. Over and over, the simplest
strategy, a cooperative program called Tit for Tat, shut out the competition. In other words,
cooperation, not unfettered competition, turns out to be our best chance for survival. A vital book
for leaders and decision makers, The Evolution of Cooperation reveals how cooperative principles
help us think better about everything from military strategy, to political elections, to family
dynamics.
Social dilemmas, institutions, and the evolution of cooperation Feb 11 2021 The question of how
cooperation and social order can evolve from a Hobbesian state of nature of a “war of all against
all” has always been at the core of social scientific inquiry. Social dilemmas are the main analytical
paradigm used by social scientists to explain competition, cooperation, and conflict in human
groups. The formal analysis of social dilemmas allows for identifying the conditions under which
cooperation evolves or unravels. This knowledge informs the design of institutions that promote
cooperative behavior. Yet to gain practical relevance in policymaking and institutional design,
predictions derived from the analysis of social dilemmas must be put to an empirical test. The
collection of articles in this book gives an overview of state-of-the-art research on social dilemmas,
institutions, and the evolution of cooperation. It covers theoretical contributions and offers a broad
range of examples on how theoretical insights can be empirically verified and applied to
cooperation problems in everyday life. By bringing together a group of distinguished scholars, the
book fills an important gap in sociological scholarship and addresses some of the most interesting
questions of human sociality.
The Origins of Virtue Nov 10 2020 Why are people nice to each other? What are the reasons for
altrusim? Matt Ridley explains how the human mind has evolved a special instinct for social
exchange, offering a lucid and persuasive argument about the paradox of human benevolence.
Cooperative Breeding in Vertebrates Oct 22 2021 Brings together long-term studies of cooperation
in vertebrates that challenge our understanding of the evolution of social behavior.
Why Humans Cooperate Aug 08 2020 Cooperation among humans is one of the keys to our great
evolutionary success. Natalie and Joseph Henrich examine this phenomena with a unique fusion of
theoretical work on the evolution of cooperation, ethnographic descriptions of social behavior, and
a range of other experimental results. Their experimental and ethnographic data come from a
small, insular group of middle-class Iraqi Christians called Chaldeans, living in metro Detroit, whom

the Henrichs use as an example to show how kinship relations, ethnicity, and culturally transmitted
traditions provide the key to explaining the evolution of cooperation over multiple generations.
The Evolution of Cooperation Mar 03 2020 The field of experimental evolution is burgeoning
under the power of microbial systems. Our ability to manipulate experimental design for use with
microbes is only limited by our imagination. This thesis is a study that uses Pseudomonas
fluorescens, a soil dwelling bacterium, as an experimental tool for understanding evolutionary
processes. The evolution of cooperation has been a thorny issue for many years, because it initially
seems to contradict the intrinsically selfish concepts established in Darwin s theory of evolution by
natural selection. Advances in microbiology and the ability to test important evolutionary theories
using microbes, provides an exciting opportunity for those working in the field of experimental
evolution.
Symposium on R. Axelrod's the Evolution of Cooperation May 05 2020
The Pleistocene Social Contract Apr 03 2020 "No human now gathers for himself or herself the
essential resources for life: food, shelter, clothing, and the like. Humans are obligate co-operator,
and this has been true for tens of thousands of years; probably much longer. In this regard,
humans are very unusual. Cooperation outside the family is rare: though it can be very profitable, it
is also very risky, as cooperation makes an agent vulnerable to incompetence and cheating. This
book presents a new picture of the emergence of cooperation in our lineage, developing through
four fairly distinct phases from a baseline that was probably fairly similar to living great apes, who
cooperate, but in fairly minimal ways. As adults, they rarely depend on others when the outcome
really matters. This book suggests that cooperation began to be more important for humans
through an initial phase of cooperative foraging generating immediate returns from collective action
in small mobile bands. This established in our lineage about 1.8 million years ago, perhaps earlier.
Over the rest of the Pleistocene, cooperation became more extended in its social scale, with forms
of cooperation between bands gradually establishing, and in spatial and temporal scale too, with
various forms of reciprocation becoming important. The final phase was the emergence of
cooperation in large scale, hierarchical societies in the Holocene, beginning about 12,000 years
ago. This picture is nested in a reading of the archaeological and ethnographic record, and twinned
to an account of the gradual elaboration of cultural learning in our lineage, making cooperation both
more profitable and more stable"-Meeting at Grand Central Jan 01 2020 "Meeting at Grand Central brings together insights from
evolutionary biology, political science, economics, anthropology, and other fields to explain how the
interactions between our evolved selves and the institutional structures we have created make
cooperation possible. The book begins with a look at the ideas of Mancur Olson and George
Williams, who shifted the question of why cooperation happens from an emphasis on group
benefits to individual costs. It then explores how these ideas have influenced our thinking about
cooperation, coordination, and collective action. The book persuasively argues that cooperation
and its failures are best explained by evolutionary and social theories working together. Selection
sometimes favors cooperative tendencies, while institutions, norms, and incentives encourage and
make possible actual cooperation."--Publisher's website.
The Evolution of Cooperation Nov 03 2022 The Evolution of Cooperation provides valuable insights
into the age-old question of whether unforced cooperation is ever possible. Widely praised and
much-discussed, this classic book explores how cooperation can emerge in a world of self-seeking
egoists-whether superpowers, businesses, or individuals-when there is no central authority to
police their actions. The problem of cooperation is central to many different fields. Robert Axelrod
recounts the famous computer tournaments in which the "cooperative" program Tit for Tat recorded
its stunning victories, explains its application to a broad spectrum of subjects, and suggests how
readers can both apply cooperative principles to their own lives and teach cooperative principles to
others.
Coordination, Cooperation, and Control Apr 15 2021 There are two ways people coordinate their
actions: through cooperation, exercised by economic power, and through control, exercised by

political power. When economic and political power are held by the same people, the result is
stagnation; when those who hold economic power are not the same people who hold political
power, the result is progress. This book presents the ways in which economic power and political
power can be separated, and how they can remain so, by analyzing the nature of power and the
differences between economic and political power. The book then discusses the history of
economic and political power, including hunter-gatherer societies, agrarian societies, and modern
commercial and industrial societies. This background lends insight into why political and economic
power were typically held by the same people, and why recently those without political power have
been able to acquire economic power. Incentives play a key role in understanding how those two
types of power can become separated, and why there is always a tendency for them to recombine.
But ideas also play a crucial role, including the influence of the Enlightenment, on the progress that
has occurred in the last several hundred years.
The Simultaneous Evolution of Social Roles and of Cooperation Sep 08 2020
Cooperation and Its Evolution Jan 25 2022 Essays from a range of disciplinary perspectives
show the central role that cooperation plays in structuring our world. This collection reports on the
latest research on an increasingly pivotal issue for evolutionary biology: cooperation. The chapters
are written from a variety of disciplinary perspectives and utilize research tools that range from
empirical survey to conceptual modeling, reflecting the rich diversity of work in the field. They
explore a wide taxonomic range, concentrating on bacteria, social insects, and, especially,
humans. Part I ("Agents and Environments") investigates the connections of social cooperation in
social organizations to the conditions that make cooperation profitable and stable, focusing on the
interactions of agent, population, and environment. Part II ("Agents and Mechanisms") focuses on
how proximate mechanisms emerge and operate in the evolutionary process and how they shape
evolutionary trajectories. Throughout the book, certain themes emerge that demonstrate the
ubiquity of questions regarding cooperation in evolutionary biology: the generation and division of
the profits of cooperation; transitions in individuality; levels of selection, from gene to organism; and
the "human cooperation explosion" that makes our own social behavior particularly puzzling from
an evolutionary perspective.
Human Sperm Competition Jul 27 2019 Behavioural ecologists and evolutionary biologists have
long been interested in the biological implications of sperm from different males competing for
fertilization of the egg in the female tract. This book discusses these implications for human sexual
behaviour and human infertility problems.
The Evolution of Cooperation Jul 31 2022 Examines the conditions necessary for cooperation in
social interactions and discusses the role of cooperation in winning a strategy game tournament
The Evolution of Social Behaviour Sep 20 2021 First book to outline the fundamental principles
of social evolution underlying the stunning diversity of social systems and behaviours.
The Selfish Gene Oct 29 2019 An ethologist shows man to be a gene machine whose world is one
of savage competition and deceit
Bargaining over the Bomb Sep 28 2019 This book uses formal models to explore the conditions
under which nuclear agreements are credible.
Evolution of Cooperation Jan 13 2021
Evolution, Games, and God May 29 2022 Evolution, Games, and God explores how cooperation
and altruism, alongside mutation and natural selection, play a critical role in evolution, from
microbes to human societies. Inheriting a tendency to cooperate and self-sacrifice on behalf of
others may be as beneficial to a population’s survival as the self-preserving instincts of individuals.
SuperCooperators Nov 30 2019 Examines the importance of cooperation in human beings and in
nature, arguing that this social tool is as an important aspect of evolution as mutation and natural
selection.
Genetic and Cultural Evolution of Cooperation Mar 27 2022 Table of contents
Social dilemmas, institutions, and the evolution of cooperation Jul 07 2020 The question of how
cooperation and social order can evolve from a Hobbesian state of nature of a “war of all against

all” has always been at the core of social scientific inquiry. Social dilemmas are the main analytical
paradigm used by social scientists to explain competition, cooperation, and conflict in human
groups. The formal analysis of social dilemmas allows for identifying the conditions under which
cooperation evolves or unravels. This knowledge informs the design of institutions that promote
cooperative behavior. Yet to gain practical relevance in policymaking and institutional design,
predictions derived from the analysis of social dilemmas must be put to an empirical test. The
collection of articles in this book gives an overview of state-of-the-art research on social dilemmas,
institutions, and the evolution of cooperation. It covers theoretical contributions and offers a broad
range of examples on how theoretical insights can be empirically verified and applied to
cooperation problems in everyday life. By bringing together a group of distinguished scholars, the
book fills an important gap in sociological scholarship and addresses some of the most interesting
questions of human sociality.
Cooperative Evolution Jun 17 2021 Cooperative Evolution offers a fresh account of evolution
consistent with Charles Darwin’s own account of a cooperative, inter-connected, buzzing and everchanging world. Told in accessible language, treating evolutionary change as a cooperative
enterprise brings some surprising shifts from the traditional emphasis on the dominance of
competition. The book covers many evolutionary changes reconsidered as cooperation. These
include the cooperative origins of life, evolution as a spiral rather than a ladder or tree, humans as
a part of natural systems rather than the purpose, relationships between natural and social change,
and the role of the individual in adaptive radiation onto new ground. The story concludes with a
projection of human evolution from the past into the future. ‘Environmental studies courses have
needed a book like Cooperative Evolution for a long time. It is a boon for those teaching the
complexity of the evolutionary story.’ — Dr John A. Harris, BSc(Hons) MSc PhD, School of
Environmental Science, University of Canberra ‘As a regenerative, holistic-thinking farmer I daily
witness the results of cooperative evolution as the seasons unfold. A pleasure to read, Cooperative
Evolution gives entry to recent thinking on evolutionary processes.’ — David Marsh, MSA,
‘Allendale’, Boorowa, New South Wales, 2018 National Individual Landcarer Award recipient ‘This
book is an engaging new look at ideas about evolution as we know it today. In the hands of two
eminent biologists, it presents an approachable yet challenging argument. I heartily recommend it.’
— Emeritus Professor Sue Stocklmayer AO, BSc MSc PhD, Centre for the Public Awareness of
Science, The Australian National University
For Whose Benefit? Aug 20 2021 This book takes the reader on a journey, navigating the
enigmatic aspects of cooperation; a journey that starts inside the body and continues via our
thoughts to the human super-organism. Cooperation is one of life’s fundamental principles. We are
all made of parts – genes, cells, organs, neurons, but also of ideas, or ‘memes’. Our societies too
are made of parts – us humans. Is all this cooperation fundamentally the same process? From the
smallest component parts of our bodies and minds to our complicated societies, everywhere
cooperation is the organizing principle. Often this cooperation has emerged because the
constituting parts have benefited from the interactions, but not seldom the cooperating units appear
to lose on the interaction. How then to explain cooperation? How can we understand our intricate
societies where we regularly provide small and large favors for people we are unrelated to, know,
or even never expect to meet again? Where does the idea come from that it is right to risk one’s life
for country, religion or freedom? The answers seem to reside in the two processes that have
shaped humanity: biological and cultural evolution.
The Evolution of Cooperation Jul 19 2021 Essay aus dem Jahr 2012 im Fachbereich Philosophie
- Praktische (Ethik, Ästhetik, Kultur, Natur, Recht, ...), Note: 1,3, Universität zu Köln, Sprache:
Deutsch, Abstract: Robert Axelrod und William D. Hamilton beschäftigten sich in den 1980er
Jahren mit der Frage, unter welchen Bedingungen kooperatives Verhalten bei Menschen entsteht,
die in einer egoistisch angelegten Gesellschaft miteinander leben, in der keine zentrale
Kontrollinstanz gegeben ist. Auf dieser Fragestellung gründet auch ihre Publikation „The Evolution
of Cooperation“, welche sie in der Zeitschrift Science veröffentlichten. Ziel ihres Vorhabens war

daher eine Theorie zu entwickeln, mit deren Hilfe es möglich wird Faktoren transparent zu machen,
welche für die Entstehung von Kooperation notwendig sind. Denn kennt man ihre Bedingungen, so
ist es möglich Maßnahmen zu fördern, durch die eine Entwicklung in Gang gesetzt werden kann
um die Kooperation zu fördern. Um dieses Verhältnis zu entschlüsseln bedient sich Axelrod einer
Spieltheorie, dem „Gefangenendilemma“. Das Grundkonzept entstand bereits in den 1950er
Jahren und sollte nun als Axelrods Fundament zur Entschlüsselung der Fragestellung dienen.
Strangers in Paradise May 17 2021 In this second edition, twenty-four college professors, with
roots in the working class, discuss the experience of significant upward mobility and the problems
of adjustment to life in the academy. This collection of stories provides revelations about the social
class system and academic life in the United States.
The Complexity of Cooperation Jun 29 2022 Robert Axelrod is widely known for his
groundbreaking work in game theory and complexity theory. He is a leader in applying computer
modeling to social science problems. His book The Evolution of Cooperation has been hailed as a
seminal contribution and has been translated into eight languages since its initial publication. The
Complexity of Cooperation is a sequel to that landmark book. It collects seven essays, originally
published in a broad range of journals, and adds an extensive new introduction to the collection,
along with new prefaces to each essay and a useful new appendix of additional resources. Written
in Axelrod's acclaimed, accessible style, this collection serves as an introductory text on complexity
theory and computer modeling in the social sciences and as an overview of the current state of the
art in the field. The articles move beyond the basic paradigm of the Prisoner's Dilemma to study a
rich set of issues, including how to cope with errors in perception or implementation, how norms
emerge, and how new political actors and regions of shared culture can develop. They use the
shared methodology of agent-based modeling, a powerful technique that specifies the rules of
interaction between individuals and uses computer simulation to discover emergent properties of
the social system. The Complexity of Cooperation is essential reading for all social scientists who
are interested in issues of cooperation and complexity.
Origins of Altruism and Cooperation Jun 25 2019 This book is about the evolution and nature of
cooperation and altruism in social-living animals, focusing especially on non-human primates and
on humans. Although cooperation and altruism are often thought of as ways to attenuate
competition and aggression within groups, or are related to the action of “selfish genes”, there is
increasing evidence that these behaviors are the result of biological mechanisms that have
developed through natural selection in group-living species. This evidence leads to the conclusion
that cooperative and altruistic behavior are not just by-products of competition but are rather the
glue that underlies the ability for primates and humans to live in groups. The anthropological,
primatological, paleontological, behavioral, neurobiological, and psychological evidence provided in
this book gives a more optimistic view of human nature than the more popular, conventional view of
humans being naturally and basically aggressive and warlike. Although competition and aggression
are recognized as an important part of the non-human primate and human behavioral repertoire,
the evidence from these fields indicates that cooperation and altruism may represent the more
typical, “normal”, and healthy behavioral pattern. The book is intended both for the general reader
and also for students at a variety of levels (graduate and undergraduate): it aims to provide a
compact, accessible, and up-to-date account of the current scholarly advances and debates in this
field of study, and it is designed to be used in teaching and in discussion groups. The book derived
from a conference sponsored by N.S.F., the Wenner-Gren Foundation for Anthropological
Research, the Washington University Committee for Ethics and Human Values, and the
Anthropedia Foundation for the study of well-being.
Why Humans Cooperate Dec 24 2021 Cooperation among humans is one of the keys to our great
evolutionary success. Natalie and Joseph Henrich examine this phenomena with a unique fusion of
theoretical work on the evolution of cooperation, ethnographic descriptions of social behavior, and
a range of other experimental results. Their experimental and ethnographic data come from a
small, insular group of middle-class Iraqi Christians called Chaldeans, living in metro Detroit, whom

the Henrichs use as an example to show how kinship relations, ethnicity, and culturally transmitted
traditions provide the key to explaining the evolution of cooperation over multiple generations.
Intention Recognition, Commitment and Their Roles in the Evolution of Cooperation Apr 27 2022
This original and timely monograph describes a unique self-contained excursion that reveals to the
readers the roles of two basic cognitive abilities, i.e. intention recognition and arranging
commitments, in the evolution of cooperative behavior. This book analyses intention recognition, an
important ability that helps agents predict others’ behavior, in its artificial intelligence and
evolutionary computational modeling aspects, and proposes a novel intention recognition method.
Furthermore, the book presents a new framework for intention-based decision making and
illustrates several ways in which an ability to recognize intentions of others can enhance a decision
making process. By employing the new intention recognition method and the tools of evolutionary
game theory, this book introduces computational models demonstrating that intention recognition
promotes the emergence of cooperation within populations of self-regarding agents. Finally, the
book describes how commitment provides a pathway to the evolution of cooperative behavior, and
how it further empowers intention recognition, thereby leading to a combined improved strategy.
Origins of Altruism and Cooperation Mar 15 2021 This book is about the evolution and nature of
cooperation and altruism in social-living animals, focusing especially on non-human primates and
on humans. Although cooperation and altruism are often thought of as ways to attenuate
competition and aggression within groups, or are related to the action of “selfish genes”, there is
increasing evidence that these behaviors are the result of biological mechanisms that have
developed through natural selection in group-living species. This evidence leads to the conclusion
that cooperative and altruistic behavior are not just by-products of competition but are rather the
glue that underlies the ability for primates and humans to live in groups. The anthropological,
primatological, paleontological, behavioral, neurobiological, and psychological evidence provided in
this book gives a more optimistic view of human nature than the more popular, conventional view of
humans being naturally and basically aggressive and warlike. Although competition and aggression
are recognized as an important part of the non-human primate and human behavioral repertoire,
the evidence from these fields indicates that cooperation and altruism may represent the more
typical, “normal”, and healthy behavioral pattern. The book is intended both for the general reader
and also for students at a variety of levels (graduate and undergraduate): it aims to provide a
compact, accessible, and up-to-date account of the current scholarly advances and debates in this
field of study, and it is designed to be used in teaching and in discussion groups. The book derived
from a conference sponsored by N.S.F., the Wenner-Gren Foundation for Anthropological
Research, the Washington University Committee for Ethics and Human Values, and the
Anthropedia Foundation for the study of well-being.
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