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Black Diamond Dec 26 2021 Kristin Uys is a tough Roodepoort magistrate who lives alone with her cat. She
is on a one-woman crusade to wipe out prostitution in the town for reasons that have personal significance
for her. Although she is unable to convict the Visagie Brothers, Stevo and Shortie, on charges of running a
brothel, she manages to nail Stevo for contempt of court and gives him a summary six-month sentence.
From Diepkloof Prison, the outraged Stevo orchestrates his revenge against the magistrate, aided and
abetted by his rather inept brother Shortie and his erstwhile nanny, Aunt Magda, who believes mass action
will force the powers that be to release Stevo. Kristin receives menacing phone calls and her home is
invaded and vandalised. Even her cat is threatened. The chief magistrate insists on assigning a bodyguard
to protect her. To Kristin's consternation, security guard Don Mateza moves into her home and trails her
everywhere. Nor does this suit Don's long-time girlfriend Tumi, former model and successful
businesswoman, who is intent on turning Don into a Black Diamond sooner rather than later. And Don
soon finds that his new assignment has unexpected complications which Tumi simply does not understand.
In Black Diamond, Zakes Mda tackles every conceivable South African stereotype, skilfully (and with the
lightest touch) turning them upside down and exposing their ironies, often hilariously. This is a clever,
quirky novel that captures the essence of contemporary life in Gauteng and will resonate with all South
Africans.
Elements of Magical Realism in Zakes Mda's Novel She Plays with the Darkness Jun 07 2020 Seminar
paper from the year 2005 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade: 2,0,
University of Duisburg-Essen, course: Magic Realism in Recent British and South African Novels, 6
entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: Hauptmerkmale und Sekund rmerkmale des
magischen Realsimus sollen in dieser Arbeit genannt und anschlie end an dem s dafrikanischen Roman
'She plays with the darkness' von Zakes Mda erl utert. In dem ersten Unterpunkt wird die Geschichte des
magischen Realismus behandelt. Anschlie end werden die Haupt- und Sekund rmerkmale des magischen
Realsimus genannt. Der Focus der Arbeit lieg auf den Elementen des magischen Realismus in dem Roman
'She plays with the darkness'.
Return Ticket Feb 02 2020 It's 1972. When hot-headed, impetuous Jack Muir gets off the ship in Durban,
he fails to get back on. Instead, he sails into misadventure, fleeing the stifling town of Genoralup to try to
lose himself in South Africa at the height of apartheid. But the past has a way of catching up with you, and
soon Jack is running again, this time to a kibbutz in Israel. In the course of a lifetime, Jack will travel far,
always caught between fleeing from and seeking those things he needs: a mother's precious gift, a lover in
a time of war, the loss of a child, a kind and steady woman. And, across time and across continents, old
Jack Muir will remember those who helped him become a decent man, a better father and a friend.
Sometimes there is a Void Aug 02 2022 But who, really, is this multi-talented man? And how did he come

to achieve recognition in so many different creative spheres? Sometimes There Is A Void, a disarmingly
candid account of the life of Zakes Mda, provides us with some answers. In this memoir Mda weaves
together past and present to give an intensely personal story of his development in life, in love and in
learning, and the events and people who shaped him. Forced to follow his father, PAC 'founding spirit' A P
Mda, into exile in Lesotho (then still Basutoland) at the age of fourteen, Zakes initially finds freedom from
close parental discipline irresistible and becomes a frequenter of shebeens and an exponent of fast living,
but he also becomes politicised during this time. We are given a fascinating insight into the growth and
development of both the PAC and the ANC in exile, as well as contemporary social history. Mda's musical
and artistic talents develop at an early age, a little ahead of his literary gifts. But his poetry and playwriting
soon take precedence, as Mda's early plays win awards and are performed and published in South Africa.
On the strength of his published work, Mda is accepted by Ohio University where he earns two master's
degrees and, later, a doctorate at the University of Cape Town. His doctoral thesis is published
internationally, and he writes his first novel in 1993. Although based in Athens, Ohio, he travels to South
Africa regularly to visit the beekeeping collective he founded for the economic empowerment of people
living in his former ancestral village in the Eastern Cape and to work with members of the Southern
African Multimedia AIDS Trust which he established in Sophiatown. He continues to be actively involved
in the development of indigenous South African theatre through his work with local playwrights.
The Dead Will Arise May 07 2020 "Anyone who thinks that South Africa's problems began with the
Afrikaners and apartheid should read this book." —Richard Dowden, The Independent "... should remain
the last word for the foreseeable future." —Choice "Peires is the premier historian of the Xhosa people.
He speaks the language, knows the terrain, has collected oral traditions and has made an exhaustive study
of the documented sources. The result is a fascinating and authoritative account of this astonishing
catastrophe... The Dead Will Arise is fine scholarship and a good read. " —The Washington Post, Book
World " [Peires] has done a splendid job, combining a narrative of epic tragic sweep with a deep grasp of
the Xhosa language and society... this is a powerfully wrought work, one of the best in recent years on a
precolonial South African people... " —African Studies Review "... The Dead Will Arise is remarkable for
its clarity and accessibility.... It is bold, imaginative challenge to an orthodoxy which has persisted for one
hundred and thirty years. The sophistication and scope of its analysis and its breath-taking literary style
qualify The Dead Will Arise for the accolade 'brilliant.' " —International Journal of African Historical
Studies "... gripping reading. It is now one hundred and thirty years since the tragic events of the Xhosa
Cattle-Killing and yet this book is the very first thoroughly researched and authoritative account ever to be
written on the subject." —Journal of Religion in Africa "One of the great strengths of this study is the
rich biographical material that Peires provides on the various personalities involved in the incident."
—American Historical Review Drawing on private letters, spy reports, oral traditions, and obscure Xhosa
texts, Peires explains for the first time the motivations which drove 100,000 Xhosa to kill their cattle,
destroy their crops, and slowly starve to death—an extraordinary event that has defied historical
explanation for over 130 years.
The Reluctant Passenger Dec 02 2019 Irreverent, satirical and uninhibited, The Reluctant Passenger is a
hugely entertaining and intelligent comic novel set in contemporary Cape Town. Nicholas Morris is a
fundamentally decent chap who likes order, and isn't given to messy emotions. He and his 'sort-of'
girlfriend Leonora share a relationship that is comforting in its sameness, and he is ensconced in a wellpaid career as an environmental lawyer. When he takes on a case to save the baboons of Cape Point from
developers, he becomes drawn into intrigues involving a charismatic liberal judge, dinosaurs from the old
regime and the full cast of the wealthy Tomlinson family, not to mention its golden boy heir. The rainbow
nation begins to unravel in a hilarious riot of traffic chaos, ecological mayhem (including a troop of
baboons rampaging through a shopping mall) and sexual discovery. Michiel Heyns is one of South Africa's
most acclaimed authors, and was until recently Professor of English at the University of Stellenbosch. He is
the author of The Typewriter's Tale, The Children's Day, Bodies Politic, Lost Ground and Invisible Furies.
Local Natures, Global Responsibilities Aug 29 2019 In the New Literatures in English, nature has long been
a paramount issue: the environmental devastation caused by colonialism has left its legacy, with

particularly disastrous consequences for the most vulnerable parts of the world. At the same time, social
and cultural transformations have altered representations of nature in postcolonial cultures and
literatures. It is this shift of emphasis towards the ecological that is addressed by this volume. A fastexpanding field, ecocriticism covers a wide range of theories and areas of interest, particularly the
relationship between literature and other 'texts' and the environment. Rather than adopting a rigid agenda,
the interpretations presented involve ecocritical perspectives that can be applied most fruitfully to literary
and non-literary text. Some are more general, 'holistic' approaches: literature and other cultural forms are
a 'living organism', part of an intellectual ecosystem, implemented and sustained by the interactions
between the natural world, both human and non-human, and its cultural representations. 'Nature' itself is
a new interpretative category in line with other paradigms such as race, class, gender, and identity. A wide
range of genres are covered, from novels or films in which nature features as the main topic or
'protagonist' to those with an ecocritical agenda, as in dystopian literature. Other concerns are: nature as a
cultural construct; 'gendered' natures; and the city/country dichotomy. The texts treated challenge
traditional Western dualisms (human/animal, man/nature, woman/man). While such global phenomena as
media ('old' or 'new'), tourism, and catastrophes permeate many of these texts, there is also a dual focus on
nature as the inexplicable, elusive 'Other' and the need for human agency and global responsibility.
Laurenz Volkmann is Professor of EFL Teaching at Friedrich Schiller University, Jena, where NAncy
Grimm and Katrin Thomson also teach. Ines Detmers is a lecturer in English literature at the Technical
University of Chemnitz.
The Sculptors of Mapungubwe Apr 17 2021 In the timeless kingdom of Mapungubwe, the royal sculptor had
two sons, Chata and Rendani. As they grew, so grew their rivalry--and their extraordinary talents. But
while Rendani became a master carver of the animals that run in the wild hills and lush valleys of the land,
Chata learned to carve fantastic beings from his dreams, creatures never before seen on the Earth. From
this natural rivalry between brothers, Zakes Mda crafts an irresistibly rich fable of love and family. What
makes the better art, perfect mimicry or inspiration? Who makes the better wife, a princess or a
mysterious dancer? Ageless and contemporary, deceptive in its simplicity and mythical in its scope, The
Sculptors of Mapungubwe encompasses all we know of love, envy, and the artist's primal power to forge
art from nature and nature into art. Mda's newest novel will only strengthen his international reputation as
one of the most trenchant voices of South Africa.
Justify the Enemy Oct 31 2019 This book is a collection of non-fiction by the prolific author Zakes Mda. It
showcases his role as a public intellectual with the inclusion of public lectures, essays and media articles.
Mda focuses on South Africa's history and the present, identity and belonging, the art of writing, human
rights, global warming and why he is unable to keep silent on abuses of power. Some of his best-known
novels include Ways of Dying (1995, MNet Book Prize); The Heart of Redness (2000, Commonwealth
Writers' Prize: Africa, and Sunday Times Fiction Prize); The Madonna of Excelsior (2002, one of the Top
Ten South African books published in the Decade of Democracy); The Whale Caller (2005); Cion (2007);
Black Diamond (2009); The Sculptors of Mapungubwe (2013); Rachel's Blue (2014); and Little Suns (2015,
Sunday Times Literary Award). Zakes Mda was born in Herschel in the Eastern Cape in 1948 and studied
in South Africa, Lesotho and the United States. He wrote his first short story at the age of fifteen and has
since won major South African and British literary awards for his novels and plays. His writing has been
translated into twenty languages. Mda is a professor of Creative Writing at Ohio University. [Subject:
Zakes Mda, Literature, Journalism, Media Studies, African Studies, Current Affairs, History, Politics,
Non-Fiction]
The Heart of Redness Nov 05 2022 A startling novel by the leading writer of the new South Africa In The
Heart of Redness -- shortlisted for the prestigious Commonwealth Writers Prize -- Zakes Mda sets a story
of South African village life against a notorious episode from the country's past. The result is a novel of
great scope and deep human feeling, of passion and reconciliation. As the novel opens Camugu, who left
for America during apartheid, has returned to Johannesburg. Disillusioned by the problems of the new
democracy, he follows his "famous lust" to Qolorha on the remote Eastern Cape. There in the nineteenth
century a teenage prophetess named Nonqawuse commanded the Xhosa people to kill their cattle and burn

their crops, promising that once they did so the spirits of their ancestors would rise and drive the
occupying English into the ocean. The failed prophecy split the Xhosa into Believers and Unbelievers,
dividing brother from brother, wife from husband, with devastating consequences. One hundred fifty
years later, the two groups' decendants are at odds over plans to build a vast casino and tourist resort in
the village, and Camugu is soon drawn into their heritage and their future -- and into a bizarre love
triangle as well. The Heart of Redness is a seamless weave of history, myth, and realist fiction. It is,
arguably, the first great novel of the new South Africa -- a triumph of imaginative and historical writing.
The Lives of Animals Mar 17 2021 The idea of human cruelty to animals so consumes novelist Elizabeth
Costello in her later years that she can no longer look another person in the eye: humans, especially meateating ones, seem to her to be conspirators in a crime of stupefying magnitude taking place on farms and
in slaughterhouses, factories, and laboratories across the world. Costello's son, a physics professor,
admires her literary achievements, but dreads his mother's lecturing on animal rights at the college where
he teaches. His colleagues resist her argument that human reason is overrated and that the inability to
reason does not diminish the value of life; his wife denounces his mother's vegetarianism as a form of
moral superiority. At the dinner that follows her first lecture, the guests confront Costello with a range of
sympathetic and skeptical reactions to issues of animal rights, touching on broad philosophical,
anthropological, and religious perspectives. Painfully for her son, Elizabeth Costello seems offensive and
flaky, but--dare he admit it?--strangely on target. Here the internationally renowned writer J. M. Coetzee
uses fiction to present a powerfully moving discussion of animal rights in all their complexity. He draws us
into Elizabeth Costello's own sense of mortality, her compassion for animals, and her alienation from
humans, even from her own family. In his fable, presented as a Tanner Lecture sponsored by the
University Center for Human Values at Princeton University, Coetzee immerses us in a drama reflecting
the real-life situation at hand: a writer delivering a lecture on an emotionally charged issue at a prestigious
university. Literature, philosophy, performance, and deep human conviction--Coetzee brings all these
elements into play. As in the story of Elizabeth Costello, the Tanner Lecture is followed by responses
treating the reader to a variety of perspectives, delivered by leading thinkers in different fields. Coetzee's
text is accompanied by an introduction by political philosopher Amy Gutmann and responsive essays by
religion scholar Wendy Doniger, primatologist Barbara Smuts, literary theorist Marjorie Garber, and
moral philosopher Peter Singer, author of Animal Liberation. Together the lecture-fable and the essays
explore the palpable social consequences of uncompromising moral conflict and confrontation.
Nongqawuse's Prophecy Aug 10 2020
The Zulus of New York Jan 27 2022 The Great Farini would stride on to the stage and announce, ‘Ladies
and gentlemen, and now for the highlight of the day, the ferocious Zulus.’ The impresario Farini
introduced Em-Pee and his troupe to his kind of show business, and now they must earn their bread. In
1885 in a bustling New York City, they are the performers who know the true Zulu dances, while all
around them fraudsters perform silly jigs. Reports on the Anglo-Zulu War portrayed King Cetshwayo as
infamous, and audiences in London and New York flock to see his kin. What the gawking spectators don’t
know is that Em-Pee once carried nothing but his spear and shield, when he had to flee his king. But amid
the city’s squalid vaudeville acts appears a vision that leaves Em-Pee breathless: in a cage in Madison
Square Park is Acol, a Dinka princess on display. For Em-Pee, it is love at first sight, though Acol is not
free to love anyone back.
Fools, Bells and the Habit of Eating Sep 22 2021 A play about the healing of the soul and land Cupidity,
corruption and conciliation are the themes of the three plays in this collection: The Mother of all Eating, a
one-hander, with its central character a corrupt Lesotho official, is a grinding satire on materialism in
which the protagonist gets his come-uppance. You Fool, How Can the Sky Fall? is an unbridled study in
grotesquerie, reflecting a belief, traceable throughout Mda's work, that government by those who inherit a
revolution is almost inevitably, in the first decade or two, hijacked by the smart operators. The Bells of
Amersfoort, with its graphic portrayal of the isolation imposed by exile, picks up on the themes of the
other two plays but adds to them the concept of "healing," both of the soul and of the land.
May 19 2021

A Maggot Jul 09 2020 An extraordinary work of fiction, from one of the world's most exceptional writers.
The year is 1736 and five travellers are journeying across Exmoor on horseback, their purpose unknown.
One evening they stop at a village inn for some rest and, soon after, hear that a man has been hanged
nearby and that another is missing. What follows is a maze of beguiling paths and wrong turnings, rituals
and revelations, unaccountable motives and cryptic deeds, as the mystery swerves towards a startling vision
at its centre. 'This altogether admirable novel serves, as all literature should, the forces of subversion'
Anthony Burgess, Observer 'The reader is carried headlong into a maze of violent death, bizarre sex,
disguise and terror' Sunday Times
Melville 67 Jul 29 2019
By the Fading Light Nov 12 2020 "Things are not as they seem in Ashraf Kagee's startling and profound
evocation of Salt River in 1960, as he traces the lives of Amin's three friends. The boys, mischievous and
fun-loving, play a prank which sets in motion a series of events that places their live at risk. In this
gripping story, they discover an awful truth about their community. Set in the aftermath of the Sharpeville
massacre, the lives of four young boys weave together in a story of lost innocence, the uncertainty of
kinship and the unbending nature of fate."--Back cover.
The Heart of Redness Oct 04 2022 In the mid-nineteenth century, in the village of Qolorha on the eastern
Cape coast, a girl called Nongqawuse brought a message from the ancestors to the amaXhosa people: to
slaughter their cattle and destroy their cropts, so that the ancestors would return from the dead, bringing
with them new cattle and crops, and drive the white colonists into the sea. People were divided between
Believers, who slew their cattle, and Unbelievers, who did not. The prophecies did not come true, and the
power of the amaXhosa people was shattered. One hundred and fifty years later, the feud between the
Believers and the Unbelievers still festers in Qolorha, as the villagers take opposing sides on every issue.
When the village is faced witha plan to build a casino and holiday resort, the feud threatens to erupt into
open conflict. Moving betwen the worlds of contemporary characters and their nineteenth-century
ancestors, Zakes Mda's new novel is a triumph of imaginative and historical writing, showing how the past
continues to live in the present.
"Wilderness Into Civilized Shapes" Jul 21 2021 This study examines how postcolonial landscapes and
environmental issues are represented in fiction. Wright creates a provocative discourse in which the fields
of postcolonial theory and ecocriticism are brought together. Laura Wright explores the changes brought
by colonialism and globalization as depicted in an array of international works of fiction in four
thematically arranged chapters. She looks first at two traditional oral histories retold in modern novels,
Zakes Mda's The Heart of Redness (South Africa) and Ngugi wa Thiong'o's Petals of Blood (Kenya), that
deal with the potentially devastating effects of development, particularly through deforestation and the
replacement of native flora with European varieties. Wright then uses J. M. Coetzee's Disgrace (South
Africa), Yann Martel's Life of Pi (India and Canada), and Joy Williams's The Quick and the Dead (United
States) to explore the use of animals as metaphors for subjugated groups of individuals. The third chapter
deals with India's water crisis via Arundhati Roy's activism and her novel, The God of Small Things.
Finally, Wright looks at three novels--Flora Nwapa's Efuru (Nigeria), Keri Hulme's The Bone People (New
Zealand), and Sindiwe Magona's Mother to Mother (South Africa)--that depict women's relationships to
the land from which they have been dispossessed. Throughout Wilderness into Civilized Shapes, Wright
rearticulates questions about the role of the writer of fiction as environmental activist and spokesperson,
the connections between animal ethics and environmental responsibility, and the potential perpetuation of
a neocolonial framework founded on western commodification and resource-based imperialism.
Postcolonial Ecologies Aug 22 2021 The first edited collection to bring ecocritical studies into a necessary
dialogue with postcolonial literature, this volume offers rich and suggestive ways to explore the
relationship between humans and nature around the globe, drawing from texts from Africa and the
Caribbean, as well as the Pacific Islands and South Asia. Turning to contemporary works by both well- and
little-known postcolonial writers, the diverse contributions highlight the literary imagination as crucial to
representing what Eduoard Glissant calls the "aesthetics of the earth." The essays are organized around a
group of thematic concerns that engage culture and cultivation, arboriculture and deforestation, the lives

of animals, and the relationship between the military and the tourist industry. With chapters that address
works by J. M. Coetzee, Kiran Desai, Derek Walcott, Alejo Carpentier, Zakes Mda, and many others,
Postcolonial Ecologies makes a remarkable contribution to rethinking the role of the humanities in
addressing global environmental issues.
Global Matters Apr 05 2020 As the pace of cultural globalization accelerates, the discipline of literary
studies is undergoing dramatic transformation. Scholars and critics focus increasingly on theorizing
difference and complicating the geographical framework defining their approaches. At the same time,
Anglophone literature is being created by a remarkably transnational, multicultural group of writers
exploring many of the same concerns, including the intersecting effects of colonialism, decolonization,
migration, and globalization. Paul Jay surveys these developments, highlighting key debates within literary
and cultural studies about the impact of globalization over the past two decades. Global Matters provides a
concise, informative overview of theoretical, critical, and curricular issues driving the transnational turn in
literary studies and how these issues have come to dominate contemporary global fiction as well. Through
close, imaginative readings Jay analyzes the intersecting histories of colonialism, decolonization, and
globalization engaged by an array of texts from Africa, Europe, South Asia, and the Americas, including
Zadie Smith's White Teeth, Junot Díaz's The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao, Kiran Desai's The
Inheritance of Loss, Arundhati Roy's The God of Small Things, Vikram Chandra's Red Earth and Pouring
Rain, Mohsin Hamid's Moth Smoke, and Zakes Mda's The Heart of Redness. A timely intervention in the
most exciting debates within literary studies, Global Matters is a comprehensive guide to the transnational
nature of Anglophone literature today and its relationship to the globalization of Western culture.
My Brilliant Career Feb 13 2021 My Brilliant Career is an early romantic novel by this popular Australian
author Miles Franklin. The central theme is the fight for independence and the right to make personal
choices. The protagonist, a headstrong young lady in Victorian Australia, refuses a promising marriage
and sets out to build her own career. Yet, she has to pay for such choices and take the challenges of
independent life, such as making money and building a career.
She Plays with the Darkness Oct 24 2021 In a remote mountain village of Lesotho, beautiful Dikosha lives
for her dancing and for song, separating herself from her fellow villagers, never leaving and never aging,
while in the lowland capital of Maseru, her twin brother, Radisene, struggles to build a life for himself
away from his village home. Original. 15,000 first printing.
The Whale Caller Feb 25 2022 As Zakes Mda's fifth novel opens, the seaside village of Hermanus is
overrun with whale-watchers--foreign tourists determined to see whales in their natural habitat. But when
the tourists have gone home, the whale caller lingers at the shoreline, wooing a whale he has named
Sharisha with cries from a kelp horn. When Sharisha fails to appear for weeks on end, the whale caller
frets like a jealous lover--oblivious to the fact that the town drunk, Saluni, a woman who wears a silk dress
and red stiletto heels, is infatuated with him. The two misfits eventually fall in love. But each of them is ill
equipped for romance, and their relationship suggests, in the words of The Washington Post, that "the
deeper, darker concern here is not so much the fragility of love, but the fragility of life itself when one
surrenders wholly to the foolish heart."
Piggy Boy's Blues Sep 10 2020 Nakhane Toure's debut novel, Piggy Boy's Blues, is for all intents and
purposes a portrait of the M. family. Centred mostly on the protagonist, Davide M., and his return to Alice
the town of his birth, the novel portrays a Xhosa royal family past its prime and glory. Davide's journey,
from the city to pastoral Alice for peace and quiet, is not what he or the characters living in the forgotten
and dilapidated house have bargained for. His return disturbs and troubles the silence and day-to-day
practices that his uncle, Ndimphiwe, and the man he lives with have kept, resulting in a series of tragic
events. Set mostly in the Eastern Cape (modern and historical) - in Alice and Port Elizabeth, Piggy Boy's
Blues is a novel about boundaries, the intricacies of love and how the members of the M. family sometimes
fail at navigating them.
Literary Expressions of African Spirituality Jun 27 2019 With its range of subject texts, Literary
Expressions of African Spirituality builds a critical framework for exploring the presence and import of
African spirituality in black Ameri-Atlantic artistic musings. These essays illustrate the intricate network

of African spiritual transportations and transformations among New World and continental African
literatures.
Ways of Dying Nov 24 2021
The Hidden Star Jun 19 2021 Eleven-year-old Nolitye's granny used to say: if you mess with a woman, you
mess with a stone. When Nolitye finds a magical stone on the dusty streets of Phola, her granny's words
take on a new meaning. Along with her two friend - the somewhat pampered Bheki, and Four Eyes, a
reformed member of the Spoilers gang led by Rotten Nellie - Nolitye puts the powers of the stone to good
use: for the first time the threesome can stand up to the Spoilers; Nolitye can save the life of Rex, the
leader of a pack of talking township mutts; and dare to look scary MaMtonga with her living brown-andgreen snake necklace in the eye. But soon Nolitye finds out that the purplish-blue magic stone is but five
stones needed to put right things that started to go wrong the day her father died in a mining accident
when she was five years old. Or so she was told by her mother... By merging a cast of characters straight
out of African myth folklore with everyday township life, K. Sello Duiker created a magical world and a
truly wondrous quest, a timeless tale that will appeal to an ageless audience.
The South Africa Reader Sep 30 2019 The South Africa Reader is an extraordinarily rich guide to the
history, culture, and politics of South Africa. With more than eighty absorbing selections, the Reader
provides many perspectives on the country's diverse peoples, its first two decades as a democracy, and the
forces that have shaped its history and continue to pose challenges to its future, particularly violence,
inequality, and racial discrimination. Among the selections are folktales passed down through the
centuries, statements by seventeenth-century Dutch colonists, the songs of mine workers, a widow's
testimony before the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, and a photo essay featuring the acclaimed
work of Santu Mofokeng. Cartoons, songs, and fiction are juxtaposed with iconic documents, such as "The
Freedom Charter" adopted in 1955 by the African National Congress and its allies and Nelson Mandela's
"Statement from the Dock" in 1964. Cacophonous voices—those of slaves and indentured workers,
African chiefs and kings, presidents and revolutionaries—invite readers into ongoing debates about South
Africa's past and present and what exactly it means to be South African.
Cion Mar 29 2022 At the instigation of the sciolist, Toloki, the professional mourner introduced in Zakes
Mda's early novel Ways of Dying, takes the opportunity to travel the world in search of new ways of
mourning. He finds himself abandoned in Athens Ohio, but a chance meeting with a Halloween reveller
leads him to the poor hamlet of Kilvert, home to descendants of fugitive slaves. A community of traditional
quiltmakers, the people of Kilvert, and notably the Quigley family, offer Toloki hospitality while never
completely coming to terms with what they regard as his shamanistic attributes. From them he learns the
stories told by the quilts and the secrets held by the sycamores - ghost trees that are the carriers of
memories - and he becomes aware that this is a community which strives to keep alive their past in order to
validate the present. They cannot let go, for the past is all they have. And it is through the quilts and the
sycamores and the messages they carry that the old story is told of the slaves in the plantations of the south
and their eternal quest to escape and find their freedom, interwoven with the story of life in present-day
Kilvert. It is also a time of growth for Toloki, bringing about a softening of his former austerity and
enabling him to determine the path his future will take.
A Place Called Vatmaar Jan 03 2020 A hundred years ago, a small settlement sprang up in theNorthern
Cape. A rich diversity of people moved in, as the children were born, Vatmaar became a village. A. H. M.
Scholtz tells of Oom Chai, who in turn tells of a Vuurmaak, who in turn introduces someone else. Thus a
chain of stories is created interlinking the fates of unforgettable characters like Lance-Corporal George
Lewis and his Tswana wife, Rush, Sis Bet, Old Chetty, Hendruk, January, Tant Vonnie and her daughters
as they recount tales of the Anglo-Boer War, the diamond diggings, court cases and stokvels: the tricksters
and the tricked, marriages and funerals, love and betrayal. A Place Called Vatmaar is a panoramic novel:
compelling, wise and humane.
Broken River Tent Mar 05 2020 The Broken River Tent is a novel that marries imagination with history. It
is about the life and times of Maqoma, the Xhosa chief who was at the forefront of fighting British
colonialism in the Eastern Cape during the nineteenth century. The story is told through the eyes of a

young South African, Phila, who suffers from what he calls triple 'N' condition--neurasthenia, narcolepsy
and cultural ne plus ultra. This makes him feel far removed from events happening around him but gives
him access to the analeptic memory of his people. After being under immense mental pressure, he crosses
the mental divide between the living and the dead and is visited by Maqoma. They engage in different
conversations about cultural history, literature, religion, the past and contemporary South African life.
Wayfarers' Hymns Jul 01 2022 Infused with rhythm and melody, Zakes Mda’s new novel invites you to
travel from Lesotho’s Mountain Kingdom to the City of Gold through the history of famo. Famo music
was born in the drinking dens of migrant mineworkers in Lesotho, where the men would sing to unwind
after work, accompanied by the accordion, a drum and sometimes a bass. Meet the boy-child kheleke, a
wandering musician, and his surprising sister Moliehi. Then sigh with pleasure at being reunited with
Toloki, the professional mourner from Ways of Dying, and his beloved Noria. Passionate and ambitious,
boy-child is a weaver of songs, and his own story is intertwined with the incredible yet true social history of
the music: the Time of the Concertina and the Accordion, the wars of the famo gangs, and the battle for
control of illegal mines. The end is always a journey – and what a journey this is!
When People Play People Jan 15 2021
The Madonna of Excelsior May 31 2022 A new novel by a towering presence in contemporary South
African literature In 1971, nineteen citizens of Excelsior in South Africa's white-ruled Free State were
charged with breaking apartheid's Immorality Act, which forbade sex between blacks and whites. Taking
this case as raw material for his alchemic imagination, Zakes Mda tells the story of a family at the heart of
the scandal -and of a country in which apartheid concealed interracial liaisons of every kind. Niki, the
fallen madonna, transgresses boundaries for the sake of love; her choices have repercussions in the lives of
her black son and mixed-race daughter, who come of age in post-apartheid South Africa, where freedom
prompts them to reexamine their country's troubled history at first hand. By turns earthy, witty, and
tragic, The Madonna of Excelsior is a brilliant depiction of life in South Africa and of the dramatic
changes between the 1970s and the present.
Dance of Life Apr 29 2022 In recent years, the work of Zakes Mda—novelist, painter, composer, theater
director and filmmaker—has attracted worldwide critical attention. Gail Fincham’s book examines the five
novels Mda has written since South Africa’s transition to democracy: Ways of Dying (1995), The Heart of
Redness (2000), The Madonna of Excelsior (2002), The Whale Caller (2005), and Cion (2007). Dance of Life
explores how refigured identity is rooted in Mda’s strongly painterly imagination that creates changed
spaces in memory and culture. Through a combination of magic realism, African orature, and
intertextuality with the Western canon, Mda rejects dualistic thinking of the past and the present, the
human and the nonhuman, the living and the dead, the rural and the urban. He imbues his fictional
characters with the power to orchestrate a reconfigured subjectivity that is simultaneously political, social,
and aesthetic.
The Heart of Redness Sep 03 2022 In a new novel by one of the premier writers of the "new" South Africa,
an exile returns from America--where he fled during the apartheid regime--to find his newly democratic
country in a shambles. Reprint. 15,000 first printing.
Nothing but the Truth Dec 14 2020 An award-winning play about the relationship between brothers.
Nothing but the Truth is the story of two brothers, of sibling rivalry, of exile, of memory and
reconciliation, and the ambiguities of freedom. The play was John Kani's debut as sole playwright and was
first performed in the Market Theatre in Johannesburg. It won the 2003 Fleur du Cap Award for best
actor and best new South African play. In the same year Kani was also awarded a special Obie award for
his extraordinary contribution to theatre in the USA.
Heredity, Race, and the Birth of the Modern Oct 12 2020 This book places under sustained scrutiny some of
our most basic modern assumptions about inheritance, genealogy, blood relations, and racial categories. It
has at its core a deceptively simple question, one too often taken for granted: what constitutes "good"
bonds among humans, and what compels us to determine them so across generations as both a physical and
a metaphysical attribute? Answering this question is complex and involves a foray into a seemingly
disparate array of early modern sources: from adages, common law, and literature about bloodlines and

bastardy to philosophical, political, and scientific discourses that both confirm and confound the "common
sense" of familial, communal, national, and racial identity.
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