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The Origin of Empire Aug 25 2019 Starting with the Roman army’s first foray beyond its borders
and ending with Hadrian’s death (138 CE), David Potter’s panorama of the early Empire
recounts the wars, leaders and social transformations that lay the foundations of imperial success.
As today’s parallels reveal, the Romans have much to teach us about power, governance and
leadership.
Empire Nov 20 2021 From the late-fifteenth to the mid-eighteenth century, Spain was the most
extensive empire the world had seen, stretching from Naples and the Netherlands to the
Philippines. This provocative work of history attributes Spain's rise to power to the collaboration
of international business interests, including Italian financiers, German technicians, and Dutch
traders. At the height of its power, the Spanish Empire was a global enterprise in which nonSpaniards -- Portuguese, Basque, Aztec, Genoese, Chinese, Flemish, West African, Incan, and
Neapolitan -- played an essential role. Challenging, persuasive, and unique in its thesis, Henry
Kamen's Empire explores Spain's complex impact on world history with admirable clarity and
intelligence.
Patterns of Empire Jul 17 2021 Patterns of Empire comprehensively examines the two most
powerful empires in modern history: the United States and Britain. Challenging the popular
theory that the American empire is unique, Patterns of Empire shows how the policies, practices,
forms and historical dynamics of the American empire repeat those of the British, leading up to
the present climate of economic decline, treacherous intervention in the Middle East and
overextended imperial confidence. A critical exercise in revisionist history and comparative
social science, this book also offers a challenging theory of empire that recognizes the agency of
non-Western peoples, the impact of global fields and the limits of imperial power.
The Imperial Archive Mar 13 2021 Argues that by meeting the vast administrative challenge of
the British Empire - thorough maps and surveys, censuses and statistics - Victorian

administrators developed a new symbiosis of knowledge and power. The book draws on works
by Rudyard Kipling, H.G. Wells and Bram Stoker.
A Thirst for Empire Sep 26 2019 "Tea has been one of the most popular commodities in the
world. Over centuries, profits from its growth and sales funded wars and fueled colonization, and
its cultivation brought about massive changes--in land use, labor systems, market practices, and
social hierarchies--the effects of which are with us even today. A Thirst for Empire takes a vast
and in-depth historical look at how men and women--through the tea industry in Europe, Asia,
North America, and Africa--transformed global tastes and habits and in the process created our
modern consumer society. As Erika Rappaport shows, between the seventeenth and twentieth
centuries the boundaries of the tea industry and the British Empire overlapped but were never
identical, and she highlights the economic, political, and cultural forces that enabled the British
Empire to dominate--but never entirely control--the worldwide production, trade, and
consumption of tea. Rappaport delves into how Europeans adopted, appropriated, and altered
Chinese tea culture to build a widespread demand for tea in Britain and other global markets and
a plantation-based economy in South Asia and Africa. Tea was among the earliest colonial
industries in which merchants, planters, promoters, and retailers used imperial resources to pay
for global advertising and political lobbying. The commercial model that tea inspired still exists
and is vital for understanding how politics and publicity influence the international economy
..."--Jacket.
Afterlife of Empire Jun 03 2020 This book investigates how decolonization transformed British
society in the 1950s and 1960s, and examines the relationship between the postwar and the
postimperial.
Day of Empire Mar 25 2022
The New Age of Empire Jul 29 2022 "If you want to get beyond gestures and slogans and to the
truth, this is the book to get you there" Russell Brand "Kehinde Andrews is a crucial voice
walking in a proud tradition of Black radical criticism and action" Akala "An uncompromising
account of the roots of racism today" Kimberlé Crenshaw "This clear-eyed analysis insists upon
the revolutionary acts of freedom we will need to break out of these systems of violence" Ibram
X. Kendi The New Age of Empire takes us back to the beginning of the European Empires,
outlining the deliberate terror and suffering wrought during every stage of the expansion, and
destroys the self-congratulatory myth that the West was founded on the three great revolutions of
science, industry and politics. Instead, genocide, slavery and colonialism are the key foundation
stones upon which the West was built, and we are still living under this system today: America is
now at the helm, perpetuating global inequality through business, government, and institutions
like the UN, the IMF, the World Bank and the WTO. The West is rich because the Rest is poor.
Capitalism is racism. The West congratulations itself on raising poverty by increments in the
developing world while ignoring the fact that it created these conditions in the first place, and
continues to perpetuate them. The Enlightenment, which underlies every part of our foundational
philosophy today, was and is profoundly racist. This colonial logic was and is used to justify the
ransacking of Black and brown bodies and their land. The fashionable solutions offered by the
white Left in recent years fall far short of even beginning to tackle the West's place at the helm of
a racist global order. Offering no easy answers, The New Age of Empire is essential reading to
understand our profoundly corrupt global system. A work of essential clarity, The New Age of
Empire is a groundbreaking new blueprint for taking Black Radical thought into the twenty-first
century and beyond.
Monarchy and the End of Empire Jun 23 2019 This unique and meticulously-researched study
examines the triangular relationship between the British government, the Palace, and the modern
Commonwealth since 1945. Philip Murphy employs a large amount of documentary evidence

that has never been previously published to argue that the monarchy's relationship with the
Commonwealth, which was initially promoted by the UK as a means of strengthening Imperial
ties, increasingly became an impediment to British foreignpolicy.
British Culture and the End of Empire Nov 08 2020 The demise of the British Empire in the
three decades following the Second World War is a theme that has been well traversed in studies
of post-war British politics, economics and foreign relations. Yet there has been strikingly little
attention to the question of how these dramatic changes in Britain's relationships with the wider
world were reflected in British culture. This volume addresses this central issue, arguing that the
social and cultural impact of decolonisation had as significant an effect on the imperial centre as
on the colonial periphery. Far from being a matter of indifference or resigned acceptance as is
often suggested, the fall of the British Empire came as a profound shock to the British national
imagination, and resonated widely in British popular culture.
Ghosts of Empire Mar 01 2020 This fascinating book shows how the later years of the British
Empire were characterised by accidental oversights, irresponsible opportunism and uncertain
pragmatism.
The New Map of Empire May 03 2020 In 1763 British America stretched from Hudson Bay to
the Keys, from the Atlantic to the Mississippi. Using maps that Britain created to control its new
lands, Max Edelson pictures the contested geography of the British Atlantic world and offers
new explanations of the causes and consequences of Britain’s imperial ambitions before the
Revolution.
Echoes of Empire Jun 27 2022 How does our colonial past echo through today's global politics?
How have former empire-builders sought vindication or atonement, and formerly colonized
states reversal or retribution? This groundbreaking book presents a panoramic view of attitudes
to empires past and present, seen not only through the hard politics of international power
structures but also through the nuances of memory, historiography and national and minority
cultural identities. Bringing together leading historians, poitical scientists and international
relations scholars from across the globe, Echoes of Empire emphasizes Europe's colonial legacy
whilst also highlighting the importance of non-European power centres- Ottoman, Russian,
Chinese, Japanese- in shaping world politics, then and now. Echoes of Empire bridges the divide
between disciplines to trace the global routes travelled by objects, ideas and people and forms a
radically different notion of the term 'empire' itself. This will be an essential companion to
courses on international relations and imperial history as well as a fascinating read for anyone
interested in Western hegemony, North-South relations, global power shifts and the longue
duree.
The Shadows of Empire Oct 08 2020 A masterful, thought-provoking, and wide-ranging study of
how the vestiges of the imperial era shape society today. In this groundbreaking narrative, The
Shadows of Empire explains (in the vein of The Silk Roads and Prisoners of Geography) how the
world’s imperial legacies still shape our lives—as well as the thorniest issues we face today. For
the first time in millennia we live without formal empires. But that doesn’t mean we don’t feel
their presence rumbling through history. From Russia’s incursions in the Ukraine to Brexit; from
Trump’s America-First policy to China’s forays into Africa; from Modi’s India to the hotbed of
the Middle East, Samir Puri provides a bold new framework for understanding the world’s
complex rivalries and politics. Organized by region, and covering vital topics such as security,
foreign policy, national politics and commerce, The Shadows of Empire combines gripping
history and astute analysis to explain why the history of empire affects us all in profound ways; it
is also a plea for greater awareness, both as individuals and as nations, of how our varied
imperial pasts have contributed to why we see the world in such different ways.
Legacies of Empire Oct 20 2021 This book reveals how the structures and practices of past

empires interact with and shape contemporary 'national' ones.
The Tragedy of Empire Sep 18 2021 Michael Kulikowski traces two hundred years of Roman
history during which the Empire became ungovernable and succumbed to turbulence and change.
A sweeping political narrative, The Tragedy of Empire tells the story of the Western Roman
Empire’s downfall, even as the Eastern Empire remained politically strong and culturally vibrant.
Edge of Empire Aug 18 2021 A mansion filled with Western art in the center of old Calcutta, the
Mughal emperor's letters in an archive in the French Alps, the names of Italian adventurers
scratched into the walls of Egyptian temples. In this book, Jasanoff delves into the stories behind
vestiges such as these to uncover the lives of people who lived on the frontiers of the British
Empire during a pivotal century of its formation. She traces the exploits of collectors to tell an
intimate history of imperialism, offering a fresh account of European imperialism that challenges
received wisdom about how imperial power was asserted in Asia and the Middle East. This book
enters a world where people lived, loved, mingled, and identified with one another in ways richer
and more complex than we might have believed possible.--From publisher description.
Visions of Empire Aug 30 2022 "In this extraordinary volume, Krishan Kumar provides us with
a brilliant tour of some of history's most important empires, demonstrating the critical
importance of imperial ideas and ideologies for understanding their modalities of rule and the
conflicts that beset them. In doing so, he interrogates the contested terrain between nationalism
and empire and the legacies that empires leave behind."--Mark R. Beissinger, Princeton
University "This is an excellent book with original insights into the history of empires and the
discourses and rhetoric of their rulers and defenders. Kumar's writing is lively and free of jargon,
and his research is prodigious. He manages to bring clarity and perspective to a complex
subject."--Ronald Grigor Suny, author of "They Can Live in the Desert but Nowhere Else": A
History of the Armenian Genocide "A masterly piece of work."--Anthony Pagden, author of The
Burdens of Empire: 1539 to the Present
At the Heart of the Empire Nov 28 2019 Antoinette Burton focuses on the experiences of three
Victorian travelers in Britain to illustrate how "Englishness" was made and remade in relation to
imperialism. The accounts left by these three sojourners—all prominent, educated
Indians—represent complex, critical ethnographies of "native" metropolitan society and offer
revealing glimpses of what it was like to be a colonial subject in fin-de-siècle Britain. Burton's
innovative interpretation of the travelers' testimonies shatters the myth of Britain's insularity
from its own construction of empire and shows that it was instead a terrain open to continual
contest and refiguration. Burton's three subjects felt the influence of imperial power keenly
during even the most everyday encounters in Britain. Pandita Ramabai arrived in London in 1883
seeking a medical education and left in 1886, having resisted the Anglican Church's attempts to
make her an evangelical missionary. Cornelia Sorabji went to Oxford to study law and became
the first Indian woman to be called to the Bar. Behramji Malabari sought help for his Indian
reform projects in England, and subjected London to colonial scrutiny in the process. Their
experiences form the basis of this wide-ranging, clearly written, and imaginative investigation of
diasporic movement in the colonial metropolis.
Visions of Empire Nov 01 2022 "In this extraordinary volume, Krishan Kumar provides us with
a brilliant tour of some of history's most important empires, demonstrating the critical
importance of imperial ideas and ideologies for understanding their modalities of rule and the
conflicts that beset them. In doing so, he interrogates the contested terrain between nationalism
and empire and the legacies that empires leave behind."--Mark R. Beissinger, Princeton
University "This is an excellent book with original insights into the history of empires and the
discourses and rhetoric of their rulers and defenders. Kumar's writing is lively and free of jargon,
and his research is prodigious. He manages to bring clarity and perspective to a complex

subject."--Ronald Grigor Suny, author of "They Can Live in the Desert but Nowhere Else": A
History of the Armenian Genocide "A masterly piece of work."--Anthony Pagden, author of The
Burdens of Empire: 1539 to the Present
Networks of Empire Dec 10 2020 Ward argues that the Dutch East India Company empire
manifested itself through multiple networks that amalgamated spatially and over time into an
imperial web whose sovereignty was effectively created and maintained but always partial and
contingent. Networks of Empire proposes that early modern empires were comprised of durable
networks of trade, administration, settlement, legality, and migration whose regional circuits and
territorially and institutionally based nodes of regulatory power operated not only on land and sea
but discursively as well. Rights of sovereignty were granted to the Company by the States
General in the United Provinces. Company directors in Europe administered the exercise of
sovereignty by Company servants in its chartered domain. The empire developed in dynamic
response to challenges waged by individuals and other sovereign entities operating within the
Indian Ocean grid. By closely examining the Dutch East India Company's network of forced
migration this book explains how empires are constituted through the creation, management,
contestation, devolution and reconstruction of these multiple and intersecting fields of partial
sovereignty.
Outskirts of Empire Jan 11 2021 Outskirts of Empire: Studies in British Power Projection
investigates the substructure of Britain’s interests in the Near East and beyond during the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Essays address themes in British power projection in a
geographically wide area encompassing parts of the Ottoman Empire, Morocco and Abyssinia,
illuminating interlinking elements of Britain’s power and presence through commerce, religion,
consular activity, expatriates, travel and exploration and technology. Through careful
investigation of the interface of these themes the book develops a deeper sense of Britain’s
presence in the Near East and contiguous areas and highlights the network of Britons who were
required to sustain that presence.
The Making of Empire in Bronze Age Anatolia Oct 27 2019 This book reconsiders the concept of
empire and examines the processes of imperial making and undoing in Hittite Anatolia (c. 16001180 BCE).
Visions of Empire Jun 15 2021 Richly illustrated 1996 collection on how Pacific plants and
peoples were depicted by European explorers.
Reaches of Empire Apr 13 2021
Empire Apr 25 2022 Niall Ferguson's Empire is one of the most successful and controversial
history books of recent years. Brilliantly re-telling the story of Britain's imperial past, it shows
how a gang of buccaneers and gold-diggers from a rainy island in the North Atlantic came to
build the most powerful empire in all history, how it ended, and how - for better or worse - it
made our world what it is today.
Edge of Empire May 15 2021 A dramatic history of the formative years of the British Empire
captures the events of the time through the lives of individuals who played a key role in the era
and the objects they chose as memorials to their experiences, including a Palladian mansion
filled with Western artifacts in Calcutta, a French archive of letters by a Mughal emperor, and
other unique objects. Reprint.
Empire and Film Dec 30 2019 In these two volumes of original essays, scholars from around the
world address the history of British colonial cinema stretching from the emergence of cinema at
the height of imperialism around the turn of the century to the separate moments of
decolonization, the ending of formal imperialism, in the post-Second World War period. The
books explore the interplay of political control and cultural representation in the late colonial
period. Collectively, the authors gathered together here trace out the various ways cinema was

used in projects of colonial governance and show how cinema became important to the setting in
place of ideological and affective structures that continue to resonate in the world of today. At its
height, after 1919 when swathes of German East Africa fell to the UK in the form of the League
of Nations Mandates, the British Empire claimed 58 countries, 400 million subjects, and 14
million square miles of ground. Cultural work would be central to the maintenance and
governance of this diverse political space. The production, distribution, and exhibition of film
was quickly aligned with this task, and was utilized by State and industrial and philanthropic
institutions to further colonial projects, to shape the subject positions of colonizer and colonized,
to demarcate between 'civilzed' and 'uncivilized' and codify difference, and to foster a political
economy of imperialism that was predicated on distinctions between core and periphery. The
first volume, Film and Empire, concentrates on the years 1895-1939 that encompass, broadly
speaking, the enmeshing of cinema and the expansion and consolidation of empire. It begins with
two essays that offer new perspectives on the conceptual and historical terrain of colonial
cinema. Authors then address the emergence of cinema in the context of an imperial world
system; the establishment and consolidation of State financed documentary cinema;
philanthropic and educational formations of colonial cinema; industrial sponsored film; amateur
and missionary production; and aspects of fictional cinema's engagement with empire.
Britain's Experience of Empire in the Twentieth Century Jul 25 2019 Written by specialists
from various fields, this edited volume is the first systematic investigation of the impact of
imperialism on twentieth-century Britain. The contributors explore different aspects of Britain's
imperial experience as the empire weathered the storms of the two world wars, was subsequently
dismantled, and then apparently was gone. How widely was the empire's presence felt in British
culture and society? What was the place of imperial questions in British party politics? Was
Britain's status as a global power enhanced or underpinned by the existence of its empire? What
was the relation of Britain's empire to national identities within the United Kingdom? The
chapters range widely from social attitudes to empire and the place of the colonies in the public
imagination, to the implications of imperialism for demography, trade, party politics and political
culture, government and foreign policy, the churches and civil society, and the armed forces. The
volume also addresses the fascinating yet complex question of how, after the formal end of
empire, the colonial past has continued to impinge upon our post-colonial present, as contributors
reflect upon the diverse ways in which the legacies of empire are interpreted and debated in
Britain today.
The Impact of Empire Jul 05 2020 'This is History!' is the Schools History Project's radical new
scheme of work for Key Stage 3 National Curriculum history. It offers a varied, relevant and
challenging scheme of work for the whole Key Stage 3 history programme of study. 'The Impact
of Empire' tells the story of the British Empire from the 1480s to the present. The British Empire
is an important yet under-taught topic in British schools. This book aims to redress that balance
by providing intriguing and relevant case studies, telling powerful stories and providing activities
which engage pupils with the key ideas and which make this vast topic accessible to all teachers
and all pupils whatever their ability. Through a combination of in-depth and overview units the
book covers 500 years of history, from the story of Britain's first colony of Roanoke in North
America (a failure) to the powerful legacy of colonialism in contemporary multicultural Britain.
Flexibility: each of the units are relatively self-contained allowing them to be slotted into the
other history units in your scheme of work as required, or the units can be used together as a
whole course to last half a term or more. The content coverage is broad: it touches on North
America, the Caribbean, West Africa, the Middle East and India. Separate units investigate the
slave trade, the scramble for Africa and transportation to Australia. There are three linked units
telling the story of British involvement in India from the early traders through the East India

Company to the story of Gandhi and decolonisation in the 1940s. It examines both the impact of
the Empire on Britain itself and its impact on the colonised nations. The skills focus is on
interpretations: how we can tell the story of something so vast and varied; and why people differ
in their interpretations of the Empire. This Teacher's Resource Book provides worksheets and
teaching notes to support all the main tasks and further activities to help you vary the learning
styles.
Heroes of Empire Apr 01 2020 Presents a history of the exploration of Africa between 1870 and
1914 by British and French explorers and argues that these men transformed the imperial
steeplechase of those years into a powerful heroic moment.
Creatures of Empire Jan 23 2022 Book Review
In the Shadow of Empire Feb 21 2022 The Bible tells the stories of many empires, and many are
still considered some of the largest of the ancient and classical world: the Assyrians, the
Babylonians, the Persians, the Greeks, and finally the Romans. In this provocative book, nine
experts bring a critical analysis of these world empires in the background of the Old and New
Testaments. As they explain, the Bible developedagainstthe context of these empires, providing
concrete meaning to the countercultural claims of Jews and Christians that their God was the true
King, the real Emperor. Each chapter describes how to read the Bible as a reaction to empire and
points to how to respond to the biblical message to resist imperial powers in every age.
Dawn of Empire Sep 06 2020 Five millennia ago, on the eastern bank of the river Tigris, the
course of human history changed forever . . . The people of Orak cherish their peaceful village
and the life they have made. Though not proficient with the bow or sword, they possess a
weapon far stronger: the ability to coax food from the ground. This is why the barbarian leader
Thutmose-sin hates and fears them. As his marauding clan of bloodthirsty warriors readies itself
for the plunder and the kill, the fate of the village rests with the outcast barbarian Eskkar and the
woman he loves, the wise and beautiful slave girl Trella—and on a bold, remarkable, neverbefore-tested plan of defense. For those who have known peace must turn their hands to war, to
save from the savage invaders not only their families but their way of life.
Maladies of Empire Sep 30 2022 A sweeping global history that looks beyond European urban
centers to show how slavery, colonialism, and war propelled the development of modern
medicine. Most stories of medical progress come with ready-made heroes. John Snow traced the
origins of LondonÕs 1854 cholera outbreak to a water pump, leading to the birth of
epidemiology. Florence NightingaleÕs contributions to the care of soldiers in the Crimean War
revolutionized medical hygiene, transforming hospitals from crucibles of infection to sanctuaries
of recuperation. Yet histories of individual innovators ignore many key sources of medical
knowledge, especially when it comes to the science of infectious disease. Reexamining the
foundations of modern medicine, Jim Downs shows that the study of infectious disease depended
crucially on the unrecognized contributions of nonconsenting subjectsÑconscripted soldiers,
enslaved people, and subjects of empire. Plantations, slave ships, and battlefields were the
laboratories in which physicians came to understand the spread of disease. Military doctors
learned about the importance of air quality by monitoring Africans confined to the bottom of
slave ships. Statisticians charted cholera outbreaks by surveilling Muslims in British-dominated
territories returning from their annual pilgrimage. The field hospitals of the Crimean War and the
US Civil War were carefully observed experiments in disease transmission. The scientific
knowledge derived from discarding and exploiting human life is now the basis of our ability to
protect humanity from epidemics. Boldly argued and eye-opening, Maladies of Empire gives a
full account of the true price of medical progress.
The Taste of Empire Jan 29 2020 A history of the British Empire told through twenty meals eaten
around the world In The Taste of Empire, acclaimed historian Lizzie Collingham tells the story

of how the British Empire's quest for food shaped the modern world. Told through twenty meals
over the course of 450 years, from the Far East to the New World, Collingham explains how
Africans taught Americans how to grow rice, how the East India Company turned opium into tea,
and how Americans became the best-fed people in the world. In The Taste of Empire,
Collingham masterfully shows that only by examining the history of Great Britain's global food
system, from sixteenth-century Newfoundland fisheries to our present-day eating habits, can we
fully understand our capitalist economy and its role in making our modern diets.
Day of Empire Dec 22 2021 In this sweeping history, bestselling author Amy Chua explains how
globally dominant empires—or hyperpowers—rise and why they fall. In a series of brilliant
chapter-length studies, she examines the most powerful cultures in history—from the ancient
empires of Persia and China to the recent global empires of England and the United States—and
reveals the reasons behind their success, as well as the roots of their ultimate demise. Chua's
analysis uncovers a fascinating historical pattern: while policies of tolerance and assimilation
toward conquered peoples are essential for an empire to succeed, the multicultural society that
results introduces new tensions and instabilities, threatening to pull the empire apart from within.
What this means for the United States' uncertain future is the subject of Chua's provocative and
surprising conclusion.
Soldiers of Empire Feb 09 2021 How are soldiers made? Why do they fight? Re-imagining the
study of armed forces and society, Barkawi examines the imperial and multinational armies that
fought in Asia in the Second World War, especially the British Indian army in the Burma
campaign. Going beyond conventional narratives, Barkawi studies soldiers in transnational
context, from recruitment and training to combat and memory. Drawing on history, sociology
and anthropology, the book critiques the 'Western way of war' from a postcolonial perspective.
Barkawi reconceives soldiers as cosmopolitan, their battles irreducible to the national histories
that monopolise them. This book will appeal to those interested in the Second World War, armed
forces and the British Empire, and students and scholars of military sociology and history, South
Asian studies and international relations.
Engines of Empire May 27 2022 "Perfect for fans of Brent Weeks, George R. R. Martin, or
David Gemmell . . . . The best traditional epic fantasy I have read in years." — Grimdark
Magazine “Epic fantasy fans listen up: This is the good stuff. Highly recommended.” — Kirkus
(starred review) FORGED IN FIRE, BOUND BY BLOOD. From an unmissable voice in epic
fantasy comes a sweeping tale of clashing guilds, magic-fueled machines, and revolution. The
nation of Torwyn is run on the power of industry, and industry is run by the Guilds. Chief among
them are the Hawkspurs, whose responsibility it is to keep the gears of the empire turning. That’s
exactly why matriarch Rosomon Hawkspur sends each of her heirs to the far reaches of the
nation. Conall, the eldest son, is sent to the distant frontier to earn his stripes in the military. It is
here that he faces a threat he could have never seen coming: the first rumblings of revolution.
Tyreta is a sorceress with the ability to channel the power of pyrestone, the magical resource that
fuels the empire’s machines. She is sent to the mines to learn more about how pyrsetone is
harvested – but instead, she finds the dark horrors of industry that the empire would prefer to
keep hidden. The youngest, Fulren, is a talented artificer and finds himself acting as a guide to a
mysterious foreign emissary. Soon after, he is framed for a crime he never committed. A crime
that could start a war. As the Hawkspurs grapple with the many threats that face the nation within
and without, they must finally prove themselves worthy–or their empire will fall apart. “An epic
setting, and an incredible cast of characters.” – James Islington, author of The Shadow of What
Was Lost
Powering Empire Aug 06 2020 The Age of Empire was driven by coal, and the Middle
East—as an idea—was made by coal. Coal’s imperial infrastructure presaged the geopolitics of

oil that wreaks carnage today, as carbonization threatens our very climate. Powering Empire
argues that we cannot promote worldwide decarbonization without first understanding the history
of the globalization of carbon energy. How did this black rock come to have such long-lasting
power over the world economy? Focusing on the flow of British carbon energy to the Middle
East, On Barak excavates the historic nexus between coal and empire to reveal the political and
military motives behind what is conventionally seen as a technological innovation. He
provocatively recounts the carbon-intensive entanglements of Western and non-Western powers
and reveals unfamiliar resources—such as Islamic risk-aversion and Gandhian
vegetarianism—for a climate justice that relies on more diverse and ethical solutions worldwide.
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