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Staging Contemplation Sep 20 2021 What
does it mean to contemplate? In the Middle
Ages, more than merely thinking with intensity,
it was a religious practice entailing utter
receptiveness to the divine presence.
Contemplation is widely considered by scholars
today to have been the highest form of
devotional prayer, a rarified means of
experiencing God practiced only by the most
devout of monks, nuns, and mystics. Yet, in this
groundbreaking new book, Eleanor Johnson
argues instead for the pervasiveness and
accessibility of contemplative works to
medieval audiences. By drawing together
ostensibly diverse literary genres—devotional

prose, allegorical poetry, cycle dramas, and
morality plays—Staging Contemplation paints
late Middle English contemplative writing as a
broad genre that operated collectively and
experientially as much as through radical
individual disengagement from the world.
Johnson further argues that the contemplative
genre played a crucial role in the exploration of
the English vernacular as a literary and
theological language in the fifteenth century,
tracing how these works engaged modes of
disfluency—from strained syntax and aberrant
grammar, to puns, slang, code-switching, and
laughter—to explore the limits, norms, and
potential of English as a devotional language.
Full of virtuoso close readings, this book

demonstrates a sustained interest in how poetic
language can foster a participatory experience
of likeness to God among lay and devotional
audiences alike.
The Blue Sapphire of the Mind Oct 02 2022 In
The Blue Sapphire of the Mind, Douglas E.
Deep Calls To Deep Aug 08 2020
Contemplation Oct 10 2020
The Art of Contemplation Sep 08 2020
No Man is an Island Jul 07 2020 This volume is
a stimulating series of spiritual reflections
which will prove helpful for all struggling to
find the meaning of human existence and to live
the richest, fullest and noblest life. --Chicago
Tribune
Summary of Thomas Merton's New Seeds
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of Contemplation Mar 03 2020 Please note:
This is a companion version & not the original
book. Sample Book Insights: #1 Contemplation
is the highest expression of man’s intellectual
and spiritual life. It is the life itself, fully awake,
fully active, and fully aware that it is alive. It is
spiritual wonder. It is spontaneous awe at the
sacredness of life, of being. #2 Contemplation
is the response to a call. It is the echo of God in
us, and it is the result of the two levels of
awareness: first, awareness of the question,
and second, awareness of the answer. We
cannot attain contemplation alone, by
intellectual effort. #3 Contemplation is more
than just a consideration of abstract truths
about God. It is awakening, enlightenment, and
the intuitive grasp by which love gains certainty
of God's creative and dynamic intervention in
our daily lives.
Contemplation and Counseling Dec 12 2020
Can contemplative prayer be integrated into
therapeutic work? Building an alliance between
science, theology, and Christian contemplative
thought, Gregg Blanton presents a new
paradigm for integrating contemplative prayer
with counseling practice. This practical
resource offers eleven fundamental
interventions to fit the needs of clients and a
practical four-stage process for helping clients
change.
The Human Condition Jun 05 2020 The
psychological roots of authentic spiritual life, by
one of the great teachers of contemplative
prayer.

Spiritual Direction and Meditation Jan 01
2020 2013 Reprint of 1960 Edition. Full
facsimile of the original edition, not reproduced
with Optical Recognition Software. This book
contains a revised and considerably expanded
version of material on spiritual direction and
meditation which appeared in the Magazine
"Sponsa Regis." The first part is addressed to
the Christian who seeks a director or who has
one, and who desires to take full advantage of
his opportunities. The second part is made up
of notes on mediation which were written as a
kind of companion to "What is Contemplation?
Thomas Merton's Dark Path Jan 13 2021 In
the mystical tradition the "dark," or apophatic
way has a long history. It is the way of John of
the Cross, of Master Eckhart, of Juliana of
Norwich, of the anonymous author of The Cloud
of Unknowing, and of Thomas Merton. This
dark path of contemplation that Merton
followed, wrote about extensively, and
considered the focal point of his life is the
subject of William H. Shannon's book.
Into the Silent Land Apr 27 2022 Sitting in
stillness, the practice of meditation, and the
cultivation of awareness are commonly thought
to be the preserves of Hindus and Buddhists.
Martin Laird shows that the Christian tradition
of contemplation has its own refined teachings
on using a prayer word to focus the mind,
working with the breath to cultivate stillness,
and the practice of inner vigilance or
awareness. But this book is not a mere
historical survey of these teachings. In Into the

Silent Land, we see the ancient wisdom of both
the Christian East and West brought sharply to
bear on the modern-day longing for radical
openness to God in the depths of the heart.
Laird's book is not like the many presentations
for beginners. While useful for those just
starting out, this book serves especially as a
guide for those who desire to journey yet
deeper into the silence of God. The heart of the
book focuses on negotiating key moments of
struggle on the contemplative path, when the
whirlwind of distractions or the brick wall of
boredom makes it difficult to continue. Laird
shows that these inner struggles, even wounds,
that any person of prayer must face, are like
riddles, trying to draw out of us our own inner
silence. Ultimately Laird shows how the
wounds we loathe become vehicles of the
healing silence we seek, beyond technique and
achievement. Throughout the language is fresh,
direct, and focused on real-life examples of
people whose lives are incomparably enriched
by the practice of contemplation.
Contemplation Aug 20 2021
The Contemplative Poetry of Gerard Manley
Hopkins May 29 2022 In 1989, the centenary of
his death, Gerard Manley Hopkins continues to
provoke fundamental questions among
scholars: what major poetic strategy informs
his work and how did his reflections on the
nature of poetry affect his writing? While form
meant a great deal to Hopkins, it was never
mere form. Maria Lichtmann demonstrates that
the poet, a student of Scripture all his life,
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adopted Scripture's predominant form-parallelism--as his own major poetic strategy.
Hopkins saw that parallelism struck deep into
the heart and soul, tapping into unconscious
rhythms and bringing about a healing response
that he identified as contemplation. Parallelism
was to him the perfect statement of the
integrity of outward form and inner meaning.
Other critics have seen the parallelism in
Hopkins's poems only on the auditory level of
alliterations and assonances. Lichtmann,
however, builds on the views held by Hopkins
himself, who spoke of a parallelism of words
and of thought engendered by the parallelism
of sound. She distinguishes the integrating
Parmenidean parallelisms of resemblance from
the disintegrating Heraclitean parallelisms of
antithesis. The tension between Parmenidean
unity and Heraclitean variety is resolved only in
the wordless communion of contemplation. This
emphasis on contemplation offers a corrective
to the overly emphasized Ignatian
interpretation of Hopkins's poetry as meditative
poetry. The book also makes clear that
Hopkins's preference for contemplation sharply
differentiates him from his Romantic
predecessors as well as from the structuralists
who now claim him. Originally published in
1989. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the
latest print-on-demand technology to again
make available previously out-of-print books
from the distinguished backlist of Princeton
University Press. These editions preserve the
original texts of these important books while

presenting them in durable paperback and
hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton
Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to
the rich scholarly heritage found in the
thousands of books published by Princeton
University Press since its founding in 1905.
Little Book of Contemplative Photography
Mar 15 2021 Restorative justice pioneer
Howard Zehr is also an accomplished
photographer. He begins his latest book with a
confession—"I have written this book in part to
encourage myself to slow down, to heighten my
imagination, to renew myself while I gain a new
view of the creation and the creator." With this
book, Zehr makes a gift to anyone who would
like to couple photography with seeing and
thinking more deeply. In each chapter he offers
a Purpose, a Problem, and an Activity with a
camera in order to "practice mindfulness."
You'll not need a fancy camera, but if you have
one it won't hurt. Zehr's chapter-by-chapter
exercises are aimed at heightening visual
awareness and imagination—all while doing
good and working for justice. A title in The
Little Books of Justice and Peacebuilding
Series.
Contemporary Landscapes of Contemplation Jul
27 2019 Contemplative landscape and
contemplative space are familiar terms in the
areas of design, landscape architecture and
architecture. Krinke and her highly regarded
contributors set out to explore definitions,
theories, and case studies of contemplative
landscapes. The contributors, Marc Treib, John

Beardsley, Michael Singer, Lance Neckar,
Heinrich Hermann and Rebecca Krinke have
spent their careers researching, critiquing, and
making landscapes. Here they investigate the
role of contemplative space in a post-modern
world and examine the impact of nature and
culture on the design or interpretation of
contemplative landscapes. The essays, drawn
from both scholarship and personal experience
explore the links between spaces designed to
provide health benefits and contemplative
space.
New Seeds of Contemplation Jun 29 2022
Featuring a new introduction, a republication of
a spiritual classic introduces western readers to
the mystical dimensions of the human soul,
inviting readers to develop and nurture a
contemplative and vital sense of spirituality.
Reprint.
Contemplative Enigmas Jul 31 2022 Despite
signs in recent decades of a crisis in the
Church, a countercurrent of intense interest in
prayer and serious spiritual life is clearly at
work today. A deeper esteem for a
contemplative dimension of spiritual life has
accompanied this turning to prayer, and many
people have a need for some form of direction
and guidance. Written by a recognized expert
on contemplative spirituality, this book
concentrates on the mystery of interior trial
and difficulty in contemplative prayer. The
hardships experienced in the interior life by
souls who give themselves to God
wholeheartedly are often little acknowledged;
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yet they are seen with some regularity in
contemplative lives. This work offers more than
a summary of the symptoms of trial in a
contemplative spirituality. The poignant
observations have a source in the author's long
years of experience in retreat work with souls
of contemplative depth. Personal experience,
not simply knowledge of the spiritual tradition,
informs these insightful reflections. The
concise, carefully crafted comments of this
book delve into spiritual difficulties and
conundrums in a uniquely personal and
penetrating manner. Throughout the book, the
writing invites the reader to ponder the subject
of spiritual darkness and perplexity and simple
struggle in the spiritual life always in the light
of the loving hand of God drawing the soul into
a greater surrender to himself. The work offers
a unique aid and stimulus in the quest for a
deeper spirituality.
Contemplation: Feb 11 2021 The human race
is in crisis and very few of us – if any – are able
to understand what is wrong with our lives and
the world at large. How did this happen and
how did humans become so ‘disconnected’ with
humanity? Why are psychological disorders
such as depression, anxiety, fear, and suicide
on the increase, and why are conventional
Western therapies unable to stem the tide? To
approach this we must first look inside
ourselves – to explore our own purpose in life
and extend that principle to the rest of
humanity. Despite the advances of modern
Western psychology and the development of

therapies that do help many, one area that is
largely unexplored is that of the ‘human spirit’
and spirituality since it is more convenient to
consider the human mind as ‘machine’ that
responds to external stimuli. In this powerful
exploration into the human mind and its
relationship with the human spirit, Malik Badri
invites the reader to open the door to selfdiscovery, purpose and spirituality through the
practice of contemplation, reflection and
meditation – understanding the true meaning
and experience of spirituality as well as one’s
own place in Creation. Whilst central to
worship in Islam, this will also be of great
interest to, and help any reader wishing to
explore the notion of spirituality whether as
part of worship or simply as part of self
development and inner healing.
Contemplation and Action, 1902-14 Nov 22
2021 'With admirable clarity, Mrs Peters sums
up what determines competence in spelling and
the traditional and new approaches to its
teaching.' -Times Literary Supplement
Coleridge's Contemplative Philosophy Sep
28 2019 'PHILOSOPHY, or the doctrine and
discipline of ideas' as S. T. Coleridge
understood it, is the theme of this book. It
considers the most vital and mature vein of
Coleridge's thought to be 'the contemplation of
ideas objectively, as existing powers'. A theory
of ideas emerges in critical engagement with
thinkers including Plato, Plotinus, B�hme,
Kant, and Schelling. A commitment to the
transcendence of reason, central to what he

calls 'the spiritual platonic old England',
distinguishes him from his German
contemporaries. The book also engages with
Coleridge's poetry, especially in a culminating
chapter dedicated to the 'Limbo' sequence. This
book pursues a theory of contemplation that
draws from Coleridge's theories of imagination
and the 'Ideas of Reason' in his published texts
and extensively from his thoughts as they
developed throughout unpublished works,
fragments, letters, and notebooks. He posited a
hierarchy of cognition from basic sense
intuition to the apprehension of scientific,
ethical, and theological ideas. The structure of
the book follows this thesis, beginning with
sense data, moving upwards into aesthetic
experience, imagination, and reason, with final
chapters on formal logic and poetry that
constellate the contemplation of ideas.
Coleridge's Contemplative Philosophy is not
just a work of history of philosophy, it
addresses a figure whose thinking is of
continuing interest, arguing that contemplation
of ideas and values has consequences for
everyday morality and aesthetics, as well as
metaphysics. The volume will be of interest to
philosophers, intellectual historians, scholars of
religion, and of literature.
Contemplative Practices in Action May 17
2021 This groundbreaking primer illuminates
contemplative methods that can improve
mental and physical health. * Foreword by
renowned author and scholar Huston Smith,
subject of the five-part PBS special, The
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Wisdom of Faith with Huston Smith *
Contributions from 13 expert authors * Case
studies showing how contemplative practices
are being used to cope with modern stress and
disorders among groups as diverse as
caregivers, pregnant women, people living with
HIV, and veterans dealing with PTSD
General essay on Milton's English and
versification and notes to the poems Nov 30
2019
Contemplation Jun 17 2021 A provocative new
study of the Christian contemplative tradition
and its relevance to contemporary daily life in a
cogent synthesis of scholarship and creative
analysis. Willigis Jager is a Benedictine monk
and author of three previous books--the most
recent being The Way to Contemplation:
Encountering God Today.
Religion and the Hermeneutics of
Contemplation Dec 24 2021 Leading
philosopher of religion D. Z. Phillips examines
the conceptual assumptions of atheistic
thought.
New Seeds of Contemplation Oct 22 2021 In
print for more than forty years, New Seeds of
Contemplation has served as a guide to the
contemplative life for several generations of
spiritual seekers. The word contemplation is
itself somewhat problematical, according to
Thomas Merton: "It can become almost a magic
word, or if not magic, then 'inspirational,' which
is almost as bad." In this modern Christian
classic, Merton reveals contemplation to be
nothing other than "life itself, fully awake, fully

active, fully aware that it is alive." The thirtynine short "seeds" that make up this book are
intended to awaken and cultivate the
contemplative, mystical dimension of the
spiritual path for everyone. New Seeds of
Contemplation is a revised and expanded
version of Merton's earlier book Seeds of
Contemplation.
The Thirteenth Step: The Secret of Becoming a
Coworker with the Higher Power of God Jul 19
2021
Contemplation in a World Action Jan 25
2022
Studies in English prose: specimens, with
notes, by J. Payne Apr 15 2021
Aristotle on the Uses of Contemplation Feb
23 2022 Provides an original, up-to-date, and
systematic account of Aristotle's views on
contemplation's place in the human good.
Thomas Merton's Paradise Journey Mar 27
2022 Contemplation is the single strand that
binds together the life and work of Thomas
Merton. Thomas Merton's Paradise Journey:
Writings on Contemplation traces the
development of Merton's thought on the subject
from his early What Is Contemplation? to his
later works and journals. In addition, Merton
scholar William H. Shannon provides incisive
commentary and substantial excerpts from The
Inner Experience (which Merton stipulated
should never be published as a book), normally
available only to scholars with access to the
original manuscript.
The Book of Contemplation Sep 01 2022 The

volume comprises lightly annotated translation
of a key medieval Arabic text that bears directly
on the Crusades and Crusader society and the
Muslim experience of them.
The Springs of Contemplation Apr 03 2020
In the Sixties, Merton invited a group of
contemplative women -- cut off by inflexible
rules from any analysis of important movements
in the Church and the world -- to make a retreat
with him at his abbey in Kentucky. What he and
they said on such themes as "Zen, a Way of
Living Life Directly," "Prophetic Choices," and
"The Feminine Mystique," is the text of this
book.
Action versus Contemplation Oct 29 2019 “All
of humanity’s problems stem from man’s
inability to sit quietly in a room alone,” Blaise
Pascal wrote in 1654. But then there’s Walt
Whitman, in 1856: “Whoever you are, come
forth! Or man or woman come forth! / You must
not stay sleeping and dallying there in the
house.” It is truly an ancient debate: Is it better
to be active or contemplative? To do or to
think? To make an impact, or to understand the
world more deeply? Aristotle argued for
contemplation as the highest state of human
flourishing. But it was through action that his
student Alexander the Great conquered the
known world. Which should we aim at?
Centuries later, this argument underlies a
surprising number of the questions we face in
contemporary life. Should students study the
humanities, or train for a job? Should adults
work for money or for meaning? And in
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tumultuous times, should any of us sit on the
sidelines, pondering great books, or throw
ourselves into protests and petition drives?
With Action versus Contemplation, Jennifer
Summit and Blakey Vermeule address the
question in a refreshingly unexpected way: by
refusing to take sides. Rather, they argue for a
rethinking of the very opposition. The active
and the contemplative can—and should—be
vibrantly alive in each of us, fused rather than
sundered. Writing in a personable, accessible
style, Summit and Vermeule guide readers
through the long history of this debate from
Plato to Pixar, drawing compelling connections
to the questions and problems of today. Rather
than playing one against the other, they argue,
we can discover how the two can nourish,
invigorate, and give meaning to each other, as
they have for the many writers, artists, and
thinkers, past and present, whose examples
give the book its rich, lively texture of interplay
and reference. This is not a self-help book. It
won’t give you instructions on how to live your
life. Instead, it will do something better: it will
remind you of the richness of a life that
embraces action and contemplation, company
and solitude, living in the moment and planning
for the future. Which is better? Readers of this
book will discover the answer: both.
Just This May 05 2020 Just This is a collection
of brief and evocative meditations and
practices. It invites us to cultivate the gift of
waking up to the beauty of reality in all its
glorious ordinariness. With his signature blend

of contemplation, theology and pastoral
sensitivity, Fr Richard Rohr creates a
spaciousness for the soul to grow into a kind of
seeing – one that goes far beyond merely
looking, to recognizing and thus appreciating.
This is the heart of contemplation, the
centerpiece of any inner dialogue that frees us
from the traps of our perceptions and
preoccupations. The contemplative mind does
not tell us what to see; it teaches us how to see
what we behold. Praise for Richard Rohr’s The
Divine Dance: ‘A beautiful choreography for a
life well-lived.’ Bono, U2
Contemplative Learning and Inquiry across
Disciplines Jan 31 2020 A wide-ranging
consideration of the emerging field of
contemplative education. Contemplative
approaches to higher education have been
gaining in popularity and application across a
wide range of disciplines. Spurring
conferences, a growing body of literature, and
several academic programs or centers, these
approaches promise to contribute significantly
to higher education in the years to come. This
volume provides an overview of the current
landscape of contemplative instruction,
pedagogy, philosophy, and curriculum from the
perspectives of leading researchers and
scholar-practitioners. Contributors come from a
variety of disciplines, including education,
management and leadership studies,
humanities, social sciences, the arts, and
information science. Drawing on diverse
contexts, the essays reveal the applicability of

contemplative studies as a watershed field,
capable of informing, enriching, and sustaining
the many disciplines and instructional contexts
that comprise higher education. Chapters
discuss the theoretical aspects of the field; the
details, experiences, and challenges of
contemplative approaches; and the hopes and
concerns for the future of this field.
Poetry of Contemplation Nov 10 2020 This is
the first systematic and thorough study of
mysticism or contemplation in these three
seventeenth-century poets and in three modern
writers. It not only clarifies the very confused
issue of mysticism in seventeenth-century
poetry but also connects seventeenth-century
poets with modern literature and science
through the contemplative tradition; from the
Bible and Plato and Church fathers and
important mystics of the Middle Ages through
Renaissance and modern contemplatives. The
transformative and redemptive power of
contemplative poetry or "holy writing"
(regardless of genre or discipline) is prominent
throughout the book, and the relevance, indeed
the vital necessity, of such poetry and of the
living contemplative tradition to our apocalyptic
modern world is discussed in the last chapter.
In this chapter, attention is given to modern
science, especially to the new physics, and to
philosophical and mystical writings of eminent
scientists.
Coleridge and Contemplation Aug 27 2019 A
collection of essays on Coleridge's mature
philosophy written by philosophers, intellectual
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historians, and leading literary authorities on
Coleridge.
The Inner Experience Nov 03 2022 Now in
paperback, revised and redesigned: This is
Thomas Merton's last book, in which he draws
on both Eastern and Western traditions to
explore the hot topic of
contemplation/meditation in depth and to show
how we can practice true contemplation in
everyday life. Never before published except as
a series of articles (one per chapter) in an
academic journal, this book on contemplation
was revised by Merton shortly before his
untimely death. The material bridges Merton's

early work on Catholic monasticism, mysticism,
and contemplation with his later writing on
Eastern, especially Buddhist, traditions of
meditation and spirituality. This book thus
provides a comprehensive understanding of
contemplation that draws on the best of
Western and Eastern traditions. Merton was
still tinkering with this book when he died; it
was the book he struggled with most during his
career as a writer. But now the Merton Legacy
Trust and experts have determined that the
book makes such a valuable contribution as his
major comprehensive presentation of
contemplation that they have allowed its

publication.
Seasons of Contemplation Jun 25 2019 In
Seasons of Contemplation, Browning offers the
reader humble yet impacting meditations on
the topics of religion, connection, mindfulness,
ecology, the spiritual journey, and the perils of
modern culture. The ruminations gathered
within these pages provide simple insights that
help bring sense to the chaos and hustle of our
daily life. Direct and unpretentious, Browning
once again reminds us that "Becoming aware of
the dearness in what might otherwise be
regarded as mundane is the ultimate form of
insight."
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