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Love, Dishonor, Marry, Die, Cherish, Perish Feb 23 2022 From the incomparable David Rakoff,
a poignant, beautiful, witty, and wise novel in verse whose scope spans the twentieth century
Through his books and his radio essays for NPR's This American Life, David Rakoff has built a
deserved reputation as one of the finest and funniest essayists of our time. Written with humor,
sympathy, and tenderness, this intricately woven novel proves him to be the master of an
altogether different art form. LOVE, DISHONOR, MARRY, DIE, CHERISH, PERISH leaps
cities and decades as Rakoff sings the song of an America whose freedoms can be intoxicating,
or brutal. The characters' lives are linked to each other by acts of generosity or cruelty. A
daughter of Irish slaughterhouse workers in early-twentieth-century Chicago faces a desperate
choice; a hobo offers an unexpected refuge on the rails during the Great Depression; a vivacious
aunt provides her clever nephew a path out of the crushed dream of postwar Southern California;
an office girl endures the casually vicious sexism of 1950s Manhattan; the young man from
Southern California revels in the electrifying sexual and artistic openness of 1960s San
Francisco, then later tends to dying friends and lovers as the AIDS pandemic devastates the
community he cherishes; a love triangle reveals the empty materialism of the Reagan years; a
marriage crumbles under the distinction between self-actualization and humanity; as the new
century opens, a man who has lost his way finds a measure of peace in a photograph he discovers
in an old box—an image of pure and simple joy that unites the themes of this brilliantly
conceived work. Rakoff's insistence on beauty and the necessity of kindness in a selfish world

raises the novel far above mere satire. A critic once called Rakoff "magnificent," a word that
perfectly describes this wonderful novel in verse.
You Say Tomato, I Say Shut Up Oct 29 2019 In this hilarious and ultimately moving memoir,
comedians and real-life married couple Annabelle Gurwitch and Jeff Kahn prove that in
marriage, all you need is love—and a healthy dose of complaining, codependence, and pinot
noir. After thirteen years of being married, Annabelle and Jeff have found “We’re just not that
into us.” Instead of giving up, they’ve held their relationship together by ignoring conventional
wisdom and fostering a lack of intimacy, by using parenting as a competitive sport, and by
dropping out of couples therapy. The he-said/she-said chronicle of their intense but loving
marriage includes an unsentimental account of the medical odyssey that their family embarked
upon after their infant son was diagnosed with VACTERL, a very rare series of birth defects.
Annabelle and Jeff’s unforgivingly raw, uproariously funny story is sure to strike both laughter
and terror in the hearts of all couples (not to mention every single man or woman who is
contemplating the connubial state). Serving up equal parts sincerity and cynicism, You Say
Tomato, I Say Shut Up is a laugh-out-loud must-read for everyone who has come to realize that
being “in love” can only get you so far. On Cohabitation He says: “Within days of Annabelle’s
arrival, I became very aware that she demanded solitude and had the housekeeping habits of a
feral animal.” She says: “The guy had some sort of nudity radar. When I would take my clothes
off for even a second, Jeff would be in front of me cheering as if he’d scored box seats at Fenway
Park.” On Sex He says: “I want to have sex every day, but Annabelle only wants to do it once a
week. So we compromise: we have sex once a week.” She says: “Jeff says talking about money

before you have sex is a turnoff, but it’s only a turnoff if you’re talking about not having money.
Talking about money before you have sex when you have money is actually a turn-on.” On
Pregnancy He says: “For God’s sake, all I wanted to do was have sex without a condom for a
little while; now we were moments from bringing a new life into the world!” She says: “My ass
was expanding so fast it was like a Starbucks franchise. On every corner of my ass there was a
new branch of ass opening up.”
Robin Wood on the Horror Film Dec 12 2020 Robin Wood’s writing on the horror film,
published over five decades, collected in one volume.
Here for It May 17 2021 NATIONAL BESTSELLER • Read with Jenna Book Club Pick as
Featured on Today • From the creator of Elle’s “Eric Reads the News,” a heartfelt and hilarious
memoir-in-essays about growing up seeing the world differently, finding unexpected hope, and
experiencing every awkward, extraordinary stumble along the way. “Pop culture–obsessed,
Sedaris-level laugh-out-loud funny . . . [R. Eric Thomas] is one of my favorite writers.”—LinManuel Miranda, Entertainment Weekly FINALIST FOR THE LAMBDA LITERARY
AWARD • NAMED ONE OF THE TEN BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY TEEN VOGUE
AND ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY O: The Oprah Magazine • NPR • Marie
Claire • Men’s Health R. Eric Thomas didn’t know he was different until the world told him so.
Everywhere he went—whether it was his rich, mostly white, suburban high school, his
conservative black church, or his Ivy League college in a big city—he found himself on the
outside looking in. In essays by turns hysterical and heartfelt, Thomas reexamines what it means
to be an “other” through the lens of his own life experience. He explores the two worlds of his

childhood: the barren urban landscape where his parents’ house was an anomalous bright spot,
and the Eden-like school they sent him to in white suburbia. He writes about struggling to
reconcile his Christian identity with his sexuality, the exhaustion of code-switching in college,
accidentally getting famous on the internet (for the wrong reason), and the surreal experience of
covering the 2016 election for Elle online, and the seismic changes that came thereafter.
Ultimately, Thomas seeks the answer to these ever more relevant questions: Is the future worth
it? Why do we bother when everything seems to be getting worse? As the world continues to
shift in unpredictable ways, Thomas finds the answers to these questions by reenvisioning what
“normal” means and in the powerful alchemy that occurs when you at last place yourself at the
center of your own story. Here for It will resonate deeply and joyfully with everyone who has
ever felt pushed to the margins, struggled with self-acceptance, or wished to shine more brightly
in a dark world. Stay here for it—the future may surprise you.
Maeve in America Jul 07 2020
Depth Takes a Holiday Mar 15 2021 A commentator on National Public Radio and a columnist
for Buzz magazine provides a series of witty, wry essays on the California lifestyle examines
topics ranging from UCLA extension courses to IKEA, Hollywood studios to Baywatch.
A Fortunate Age Aug 20 2021 Living in crumbling Brooklyn apartments, holding down jobs as
actors and writers and eschewing the middle-class sensibilities of their parents, graduates of the
prestigious Oberlin College, Lil, Beth, Sadie, Emily, Dave and Tal believe they can have it all.
When the group come together to celebrate a marriage,anything seems possible. But soon the
reality of rent, marriage and family will test them all. For this fortunate age can't last for ever,

and the group must face adulthood, whether they are ready for it or not. Sprawling and richly
drawn, A Fortunate Age traces the lives of the group during some of the most defining years of
modern America – from the decadence of the dot com boom through to the sobering events of
September 11 and the trailing years that followed – this brilliant, ambitious debut novel perfectly
captures the hopes, anxieties and dreams of a generation.
Farther Away Dec 24 2021 The new book of articles and opinion from Jonathan Franzen,
author of ‘Freedom’ and ‘The Corrections’.
Index Cards May 05 2020 An essential selection of Moyra Davey's sly, surprising, and brilliant
essays
Running With Scissors Oct 22 2021 The #1 New York Times Bestseller An Entertainment
Weekly Top Ten Book of the Year Now a Major Motion Picture This is the true story of a boy
who wanted to grow up with the Brady Bunch, but ended up living with the Addams Family.
Augusten Burroughs's mother gave him away to be raised by her psychiatrist, a dead ringer for
Santa Claus and a certifiable lunatic into the bargain. The doctor's bizarre family, a few patients
and a sinister man living in the garden shed completed the tableau. In the perfect squalor of their
dilapidated Victorian house, there were no rules and there was no school. The Christmas tree
stayed up until summer and Valium was chomped down like sweets. And when things got a bit
slow, there was always the ancient electroshock therapy machine under the stairs... 'This is the
Brady Bunch on Viagra... it is impossible not to laugh at all the jokes; to admire the sardonic,
fetid tone; to wonder, slack-jawed and agog, at the sheer looniness of the vista he conjures up' -Rachel Cooke, Observer

You Must Go and Win Jul 27 2019 In the wickedly bittersweet and hilarious You Must Go and
Win, the Ukrainian-born musician Alina Simone traces her bizarre journey through the indie rock
world, from disastrous Craigslist auditions with sketchy producers to catching fleas in a
Williamsburg sublet. But Simone offers more than down-and-out tales of her time as a struggling
musician: she has a rapier wit, slashing and burning her way through the absurdities of life, while
offering surprising and poignant insights into the burdens of family expectations and the nature
of ambition, the temptations of religion and the lure of a mythical Russian home. Wavering
between embracing and fleeing her outsized and nebulous dreams of stardom, Simone confronts
her Russian past when she falls in love with the music of Yanka Dyagileva, a Soviet singer who
tragically died young; hits the road with her childhood friend who is dead set on becoming an
"icon"; and battles male strippers in Siberia. Hailed as "the perfect storm of creative talent" (USA
Today, Pop Candy), Simone is poised to win over readers of David Rakoff and Sarah Vowell
with her irresistibly funny and charming literary debut.
The Uncollected David Rakoff Jun 29 2022 Bestselling and Thurber Prize–winning humorist
David Rakoff was one of the most original, delightfully acerbic voices of his generation. Here, in
one place, is the best of his previously uncollected material—most never before published in
book form. David Rakoff’s singular personality spills from every page of this witty and
entertaining volume, which includes travel features, early fiction works, pop culture criticism,
and transcripts of his most memorable appearances on public radio’s Fresh Air and This
American Life. These writings chart his transformation from fish out of water, meekly arriving
for college in 1982, to a proud New Yorker bluntly opining on how to walk properly in the city.

They show his unparalleled ability to capture the pleasures of solitary pursuits like cooking and
crafting, especially in times of trouble; as well as the ups and downs in the life-span of a
friendship, whether it is a real relationship or an imaginary correspondence between Gregor
Samsa and Dr. Seuss (co-authored with Jonathan Goldstein). Also included is his novel-in-verse
Love, Dishonor, Marry, Die, Cherish, Perish. By turns hilarious, incisive and deeply moving, this
collection highlights the many facets of Rakoff’s huge talent and shows the arc of his remarkable
career. With a foreword by Paul Rudnick.
I Love You More Than You Know Feb 11 2021 “Utterly delightful” essays from the creator of
the HBO’s Bored to Death reveal intimate details of his life as a famously neurotic New York
writer (Brendan Halpin, Los Angeles Times). Jonathan Ames has drawn comparisons across the
literary spectrum, from David Sedaris to F. Scott Fitzgerald to P.G. Wodehouse, and his books,
as well as his abilities as a performer, have made him a favorite on the Late Show with David
Letterman. Whether he’s chasing deranged cockroaches around his apartment, kissing a beautiful
actress on the set of an avant-garde film, finding himself stuck perilously on top of a fence in the
middle of the night in Memphis, or provoking fights with huge German men, Jonathan Ames has
an uncanny knack for getting himself into outlandish situations. In I Love You More Than You
Know, Ames once again turns his own adventures, neuroses, joys, heartaches, and insights into
profound and hilarious tales. Alive with love and tenderness for his son, his parents, his greataunt—and even strangers in bars—Ames looks beneath the surface of our world to find the
beauty in the perverse, the sweetness in loneliness, and the humor in pain in essays that are “both
poignant and silly—an irresistible mix” (John Dicker, Philadelphia Weekly).

The Positive Power Of Negative Thinking Sep 28 2019 How often are we urged to "look on
the bright side"? From Norman Vincent Peale to the ubiquitous smiley face, optimism has
become an essential part of American society. In this long-overdue book, psychologist Julie
Norem offers convincing evidence that, for many people, positive thinking is an ineffective
strategy -- and often an obstacle -- for successfully coping with the anxieties and pressures of
modern life. Drawing on her own research and many vivid case histories, Norem provides
evidence of the powerful benefits of "defensive pessimism," which has helped millions to
manage anxiety and perform their best work.
Hola Papi Jan 01 2020 The popular LGBTQ advice columnist and writer presents a memoir-inessays chronicling his journey growing up as a queer, mixed-race kid in America's heartland to
becoming the "Chicano Carrie Bradshaw" of his generation.
The Uncollected David Rakoff Jul 31 2022 Bestselling and Thurber Prize–winning humorist
David Rakoff was one of the most original, delightfully acerbic voices of his generation. Here, in
one place, is the best of his previously uncollected material—most never before published in
book form. David Rakoff’s singular personality spills from every page of this witty and
entertaining volume, which includes travel features, early fiction works, pop culture criticism,
and transcripts of his most memorable appearances on public radio’s Fresh Air and This
American Life. These writings chart his transformation from fish out of water, meekly arriving
for college in 1982, to a proud New Yorker bluntly opining on how to walk properly in the city.
They show his unparalleled ability to capture the pleasures of solitary pursuits like cooking and
crafting, especially in times of trouble; as well as the ups and downs in the life-span of a

friendship, whether it is a real relationship or an imaginary correspondence between Gregor
Samsa and Dr. Seuss (co-authored with Jonathan Goldstein). Also included is his novel-inverseLove, Dishonor, Marry, Die, Cherish, Perish. By turns hilarious, incisive and deeply
moving, this collection highlights the many facets of Rakoff’s huge talent and shows the arc of
his remarkable career. With a foreword by Paul Rudnick.
Half Empty Oct 02 2022 In this deeply smart and sneakily poignant collection of essays, the
bestselling author of Fraud and Don’t Get Too Comfortable makes an inspired case for always
assuming the worst—because then you’ll never be disappointed. Whether he’s taking on pop
culture phenomena with Oscar Wilde-worthy wit or dealing with personal tragedy, Rakoff’s
sharp observations and humorist’s flair for the absurd will have you positively reveling in the
untapped power of negativity.
Courting Death Jan 13 2021 Refusing to eradicate the death penalty, the U.S. has attempted to
reform and rationalize capital punishment through federal constitutional law. While execution
chambers remain active in several states, Carol Steiker and Jordan Steiker argue that the fate of
the American death penalty is likely to be sealed by this failed judicial experiment.
State by State Mar 03 2020 See America with 50 of Our Finest, Funniest, and Foremost Writers
Anthony Bourdain chases the fumigation truck in Bergen County, New Jersey Dave Eggers tells
it straight: Illinois is Number 1 Louise Erdrich loses her bikini top in North Dakota Jonathan
Franzen gets waylaid by New York's publicist...and personal attorney...and historian...and
geologist John Hodgman explains why there is no such thing as a "Massachusettsean" Edward P.
Jones makes the case: D.C. should be a state! Jhumpa Lahiri declares her reckless love for the

Rhode Island coast Rick Moody explores the dark heart of Connecticut's Merritt Parkway, exit
by exit Ann Patchett makes a pilgrimage to the Civil War site at Shiloh, Tennessee William T.
Vollmann visits a San Francisco S&M club and Many More!
Granta 134 Nov 10 2020 Who collects the bodies of the soldiers who die in the endless conflict
in Afghanistan? What do children make of war, or the mental illness of their siblings? Did you
ever consider the meaning of divorce in Chile, or informants in Ceausescu's Romania? Our
fiction in this issue, by Azam Ahmed, George Makana Clark, Herta Mller, Eric Puchner, David
Rakoff and Alejandro Zambra, chronicles conflict of many different kinds. Rachel Cusk reflects
on being sent to Coventry; Peter Pomerantsev examines the nature of propaganda in the Donbas;
Peregrine Hodson describes the experience of post-traumatic stress disorder; A.M.
Homesremembers her friend David Rakoff; and Philip Ceallaigh tells the story of the destruction
of old Bucharest. Poetry by Don Mee Choi, Eliza Griswold, Jaan Kaplinski and Solmaz Sharif.
Photography from the Syrian frontline by Lorenzo Meloni, with an introduction by Claire
Messud; and found objects in Gaza by Eduardo Soteras Jalil.
When My World Was Very Small Nov 22 2021 In the whirlwind of life with three young sons, an
active member in her tight-knit community, Ruth Rakoff felt in supreme control of her wide
world. But when a routine mammogram revealed a tumor, that world rapidly shrunk down to the
size of one breast. And so begins the journey of biopsy, surgery, chemotherapy, all accompanied
by tidal waves of anxiety and grief: how to tell the children? Should she consider having a
healthy breast removed, in case the cancer returns? Will food ever taste good again? Amid all the
worry and change, there is also overwhelming gratitude for a stalwart network of family and

friends who strive to help and support, to comfort and delight — even as everyone longs for the
old normal of daily life. Through stories, confessions and anecdotes, Ruth Rakoff shows just
what is at stake when cancer shows up at the party uninvited. There is no sugarcoating of either
the physical or emotional pain of dealing with the disease or the effects of the poisons used to
combat it. But for Rakoff, a life without laughter is not worth living. Brazen and irreverent, Ruth
tells us that socks, no matter how luxurious, are not a cancer present. That no number of crystalwaving shamans can beat the healing power of good food, good friends and a raucous night on
the town. And that just because you have cancer, you don’t have to be a better person. Far more
than just a recounting of disease and recovery, When My World Was Very Small is an intimate,
colorful, one-of-a-kind memoir that celebrates life, love and family.
Theft by Finding Apr 03 2020 THE NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER 'He's like an American
Alan Bennett, in that his own fastidiousness becomes the joke, as per the taxi encounter, or his
diary entry about waiting interminably in a coffee-bar queue' Guardian review of An Evening
with David Sedaris The point is to find out who you are and to be true to that person. Because so
often you can't. Won't people turn away if they know the real me? you wonder. The me that hates
my own child, that put my perfectly healthy dog to sleep? The me who thinks, deep down, that
maybe The Wire was overrated? For nearly four decades, David Sedaris has faithfully kept a
diary in which he records his thoughts and observations on the odd and funny events he
witnesses. Anyone who has attended a live Sedaris event knows that his diary readings are often
among the most joyful parts of the evening. In Theft by Finding, Sedaris brings us his favourite
entries. From the family home in Raleigh, North Carolina, we follow Sedaris as he sets out to

make his way in the world. As an art student and then teacher in Chicago he works at a
succession of very odd jobs, meeting even odder people, before moving to New York to pursue a
career as a writer - where instead he very quickly lands a job in Macy's department store as an elf
in Santaland . . . Tender, hilarious, illuminating, and endlessly captivating, Theft by Finding
offers a rare look into the mind of one of our generation's greatest comic geniuses.
Don't Get Too Comfortable May 29 2022 David Rakoff's collection of autobiographical essays,
Fraud, established him as one of America's funniest, most insightful writers. In Don't Get Too
Comfortable, Rakoff journeys into the land of plenty that is contemporary North America. Rarely
have greed, vanity, selfishness, and vapidity been so mercilessly and wittily portrayed. Whether
contrasting the elegance of one of the last flights of the supersonic Concorde with the good times
and chicken wings of Hooters Air, portraying the rarefied universe of Paris fashion shows where
an evening dress can cost as much as four years of college, or travelling to a private island off the
coast of Belize to watch a soft-core Playboy TV shoot, where he is provided with his very own
personal manservant, David Rakoff takes us on a bitingly funny grand tour of our culture of
excess, delving into the manic getting and spending that defines the North American way of life.
Ladies and Gentlemen, The Bible! Sep 08 2020 A hilarious re-imagining of the heroes of the Old
Testament for a modern world-and the neurotic, demanding reader. In the beginning...there was
humor. Sure, it's the foundation for much of Western morality and the cornerstone of world
literature. But let's face it: the Bible always needed punching up. Plus, it raised quite a few
questions that a modern world refuses to ignore any longer: wouldn't it be boring to live inside a
whale? How did Joseph explain Mary's pregnancy to the guys at work? Who exactly was the

megalomaniacal foreman who oversaw the construction of the Tower of Babel? And honestly,
what was Cain's problem? In Ladies and Gentlemen, the Bible!, Jonathan Goldstein re-imagines
and recasts the greatest heroes of the Bible with depth, wit, and snappy dialogue. This is the
Bible populated by angry loners, hypochondriacs, and reluctant prophets who fear for their
sanity, for readers of Sarah Vowell and the books of David Sedaris. Basically, a Bible that
readers can finally, genuinely relate to. Jonathan Goldstein's new book, I'll Seize the Day
Tomorrow, will be available May 2013.
Ham: Slices of a Life Mar 27 2022 In a collection of personal essays that are “both rip-roaringly
funny and sentimental, drawing natural (and justified) comparisons to David Sedaris and David
Rakoff” (Esquire), longtime recording artist and actor Sam Harris recounts stories of friendship,
love, celebrity, and growing up and getting sober. In sixteen brilliantly observed true stories, Sam
Harris emerges as a natural humorist in league with David Sedaris, Chelsea Handler, Carrie
Fisher, and Steve Martin, but with a voice uniquely his own. Praised by the Chicago Sun-Times
for his “manic, witty commentary,” and with a storytelling talent The New York Times calls
“New Yorker– worthy,” he puts a comedic spin on full-disclosure episodes from his own colorful
life. In “I Feel, You Feel” he opens for Aretha Franklin during a blizzard. “Promises” is a frontrow account of Liza Minnelli’s infamous wedding to “the man whose name shall go
unmentioned.” In “The Zoo Story” Harris desperately searches for a common bond with his
rough-and-tumble four-year-old son. What better place to find painfully funny material than in
growing up gay, gifted, and ambitious in the heart of the Bible belt? And that’s just the first cut:
From partying to parenting, from Sunday school to getting sober, these slices of Ham will have

you laughing and wiping away salty tears in equal measure with their universal and down-toearth appeal. After all, there’s a little ham in all of us.
Aztec Treasure House Jun 05 2020 Here are tales of fabulous advances made in anthropology,
archaeology, astronomy, and linguistics, stories of the Anasazi, the "old ones" of the
southwestern desert, of the great explorers, eccentrics, dreamers, scientists, cranks, and geniuses.
"There's no end to the list, of course," Connell says, "because gradually it descends from such
legendary individuals to ourselves when, as children, obsessed by that same urge, we got
permission to sleep in the backyard."
My Salinger Year Apr 15 2021 At twenty-three, after leaving graduate school to pursue her
dreams of becoming a poet, Joanna Rakoff moves to New York City and takes a job as assistant
to the storied literary agent for J. D. Salinger. She spends her days in the plush, wood-panelled
agency, where Dictaphones and typewriters still reign and old-time agents doze at their desks
after martini lunches, and at night she goes home to the tiny, threadbare Brooklyn apartment she
shares with her socialist boyfriend. Precariously balanced between glamour and poverty,
surrounded by titanic personalities and struggling to trust her own artistic sense, Joanna is given
the task of answering Salinger's voluminous fan mail. But as she reads the candid, heartwrenching letters from his readers around the world, she finds herself unable to type out the
agency's decades-old form response. Instead, drawn inexorably into the emotional world of
Salinger's devotees, she abandons the template and begins writing back... Poignant, keenly
observed and irresistibly funny, My Salinger Year is a memoir about literary New York in the
late 1990s, a pre-digital world on the cusp of vanishing, where a young woman finds herself

swept into one of the last great stories and entangled with one of the last great figures of the
century. Above all, it is the coming-of-age story of a talented writer and a testament to the
universal power of books to shape our lives.
How Y'all Doing? Jul 19 2021 New York Times and USA Today Bestseller Viral sensation and
Emmy Award-winner Leslie Jordan regales fans with entertaining stories about the odd, funny,
and unforgettable events in his life in this unmissable essay collection that echoes his droll,
irreverent voice. When actor Leslie Jordan learned he had “gone viral,” he had no idea what that
meant or how much his life was about to change. On Instagram, his uproarious videos have
entertained millions and have made him a global celebrity. Now, he brings his bon vivance to the
page with this collection of intimate and sassy essays. Bursting with color and life, dripping with
his puckish Southern charm, How Y’all Doing? is Leslie doing what Leslie does best: telling
stories that make us laugh and lift our spirits even in the darkest days. Whether he’s writing
about his brush with a group of ruffians in a West Hollywood Starbucks, or an unexpected phone
call from legendary Hollywood start Debbie Reynolds, Leslie infuses each story with his fresh
and saucy humor and pure heart. How Y’all Doing? is an authentic, warm, and joyful portrait of
an American Sweetheart— a Southern Baptist celebutante, first-rate raconteur, and keen observer
of the odd side of life whose quirky wit rivals the likes of Amy Sedaris, Jenny Lawson, David
Rakoff, and Sarah Vowell.
The Book of Liz Jun 17 2021 THE STORY: Sister Elizabeth Donderstock is Squeamish, has been
her whole life. She makes cheese balls (traditional and smoky) that sustain the existence of her
entire religious community, Clusterhaven. However, she feels unappreciated among her Squ

Don't Get Too Comfortable Jan 31 2020 The Indignities of Coach Class, the Torments of Low
Thread Count, the Never-Ending Quest for Artisanal Olive Oil, and Other First World Problems
David Rakoff’s collection of autobiographical essays, Fraud, established him as one of our
funniest, most insightful writers. In Don’t Get Too Comfortable, Rakoff journeys into the land of
plenty that is contemporary North America. Rarely have greed, vanity, selfishness, and vapidity
been so mercilessly and wittily portrayed. Whether contrasting the elegance of one of the last
flights of the supersonic Concorde with the good times and chicken wings of Hooters Air,
portraying the rarified universe of Paris fashion shows where an evening dress can cost as much
as four years of college, or traveling to a private island off the coast of Belize to watch a softcore Playboy TV shoot, where he is provided with his very own personal manservant, David
Rakoff takes us on a bitingly funny grand tour of our culture of excess, delving into the manic
getting and spending that defines the North American way of life. Somewhere along the line, our
healthy self-regard has exploded into obliterating narcissism, and Rakoff is there to map that
frontier. He sits through the grotesqueries of “avant garde” vaudeville in Times Square
immediately following 9/11. Twenty days without food allows him to experience firsthand the
wonders of “detoxification,” and the frozen world of cryonics, whose promise of eternal life is
the ultimate status symbol, leaves him very cold indeed (much to our good fortune). At once a
Wildean satire of our ridiculous culture of overconsumption and a plea for a little human
decency, Don’t Get Too Comfortable is a bitingly funny grand tour of our special circle of
gilded-age hell.
Fraud Sep 01 2022 A New York City journalist applies his urbane, self-deprecating wit to

expeditions as varied as the search for elves in Iceland, a foray into soap- opera acting, and
contemplating the gin-soaked olive at the bottom of a martini glass. 35,000 first printing.
Fraud Nov 03 2022 From This American Life alum David Rakoff comes a hilarious collection
that single-handedly raises self-deprecation to an art form. Whether impersonating Sigmund
Freud in a department store window during the holidays, climbing an icy mountain in cheap
loafers, or learning primitive survival skills in the wilds of New Jersey, Rakoff clearly
demonstrates how he doesn’t belong–nor does he try to. In his debut collection of essays, Rakoff
uses his razor-sharp wit and snarky humor to deliver a barrage of damaging blows that, more
often than not, land squarely on his own jaw–hilariously satirizing the writer, not the subject.
Joining the wry and the heartfelt, Fraud offers an object lesson in not taking life, or ourselves, too
seriously.
I Was Told There'd Be Cake Sep 20 2021 From getting locked out of her flat twice on the same
day and being fired for baking a giant cookie in the shape of her boss's head, to playing
bridesmaid for a friend she'd long forgotten, Sloane Crosley can do no right, despite the best of
intentions. With sharp, original and irresistible storytelling that confounds expectations at every
turn, Crosley recounts her victories and catastrophes, finding uproarious comedy and genuine
insights in the most unpredictable places.
Intimacy Idiot Jan 25 2022 The author uses sketches, vignettes, lists, and diaries to describe his
life as a single gay man in New York, from his childhood to his many messy relationships.
Bukowski in a Sundress Oct 10 2020 “Somewhere between Jo Ann Beard’s The Boys of My
Youth and Amy Schumer’s stand-up exists Kim Addonizio’s style of storytelling . . . at once

biting and vulnerable, nostalgic without ever veering off into sentimentality.” —Refinery29
“Always vital, clever, and seductive, Addonizio is a secular Anne Lamott, a spiritual aunt to
Lena Dunham.” —Booklist A dazzling, edgy, laugh-out-loud memoir from the award-winning
poet and novelist that reflects on writing, drinking, dating, and more Kim Addonizio is used to
being exposed. As a writer of provocative poems and stories, she has encountered success along
with snark: one critic dismissed her as “Charles Bukowski in a sundress.” (“Why not Walt
Whitman in a sparkly tutu?” she muses.) Now, in this utterly original memoir in essays, she
opens up to chronicle the joys and indignities in the life of a writer wandering through middle
age. Addonizio vividly captures moments of inspiration at the writing desk (or bed) and
adventures on the road—from a champagne-and-vodka-fueled one-night stand at a writing
conference to sparsely attended readings at remote Midwestern colleges. Her crackling,
unfiltered wit brings colorful life to pieces like “What Writers Do All Day,” “How to Fall for a
Younger Man,” and “Necrophilia” (that is, sexual attraction to men who are dead inside). And
she turns a tender yet still comic eye to her family: her father, who sparked her love of poetry;
her mother, a former tennis champion who struggled through Parkinson’s at the end of her life;
and her daughter, who at a young age chanced upon some erotica she had written for Penthouse.
At once intimate and outrageous, Addonizio’s memoir radiates all the wit and heartbreak and
ever-sexy grittiness that her fans have come to love—and that new readers will not soon forget.
Love, Dishonor, Marry, Die; Cherish, Perish Apr 27 2022 From the incomparable David Rakoff,
a poignant, beautiful, witty and wise novel in verse whose scope spans the 20th Century. David
Rakoff, who died in 2012 at the age of 47, built a deserved reputation as one of the finest and

funniest essayists of our time. This intricately woven novel, written with humour, sympathy and
tenderness, proves him the master of an altogether different art form. Love, Dishonor, Marry,
Die; Cherish, Perish leaps cities and decades as Rakoff, a Canadian who became an American
citizen, sings the song of his adoptive homeland--a country whose freedoms can be intoxicating,
or brutal. Here the characters' lives are linked to each other by acts of generosity or cruelty. A
critic once called Rakoff "magnificent," a word which perfectly describes this wonderful novel in
verse.
Santaland Diaries Aug 08 2020 A collection of surprising, disarming and 'extremely funny'
essays from the internationally bestselling author of Me Talk Pretty One Day (Sunday Times)
Santaland Diaries collects six of David Sedaris's most profound Christmas stories into one
slender volume perfect for use as a last-minute coaster or ice-scraper. This drinking man's
companion can be enjoyed by the warmth of a raging fire, the glow of a brilliantly decorated tree,
or even in the back seat of a police car. It should be read with your eyes, felt with your heart, and
heard only when spoken to. It should, in short, behave much like a book. And oh, what a book it
is! 'Sedaris writes with a gentle but unfailing acuity and a keen eye for the ridiculous ...
extremely funny' -Sunday Times
Look Alive Out There Aug 27 2019 "Sloane Crosley does the impossible. She stays consistently
funny and delivers a book that is alive and jumping." ? Steve Martin One of Esquire's best books
of 2018 so far From New York Times–bestselling author Sloane Crosley comes Look Alive Out
There—a brand-new collection of essays filled with her trademark hilarity, wit, and charm. The
characteristic heart and punch-packing observations are back, but with a newfound coat of

maturity. A thin coat. More of a blazer, really. Fans of I Was Told There’d Be Cake and How
Did You Get This Number know Sloane Crosley’s life as a series of relatable but wry
misadventures. In Look Alive Out There, whether it’s scaling active volcanoes, crashing shivas,
playing herself on Gossip Girl, befriending swingers, or staring down the barrel of the fertility
gun, Crosley continues to rise to the occasion with unmatchable nerve and electric one-liners.
And as her subjects become more serious, her essays deliver not just laughs but lasting emotional
heft and insight. Crosley has taken up the gauntlets thrown by her predecessors—Dorothy
Parker, Nora Ephron, David Sedaris—and crafted something rare, affecting, and true.
Good Things Happen to People You Hate Jun 25 2019 For lovers of Sloane Crosley and
Samantha Irby, this hilarious and raw essay collection paints a recognizable and relatable portrait
of life in the early aughts. Former Senior Editor for Gothamist Rebecca Fishbein’s adult life has
been a dramatic reflection of New York media itself—constantly evolving in unexpected ways
and seemingly always on the edge of disaster. In short, Rebecca has seen it all—from 3 bedbug
infestations, to being fired, to being yelled at while working at American Apparel, to losing all
her stuff in a freak fire, to being bullied online by angry Taylor Swift fans. But the real humor
and meat of the collection come from Rebecca's unwavering honesty and unflinching
examination of her struggles with alcohol, anxiety, depression, compulsive lying, female beauty
standards, and a slew of failed cowoker/roommate/friend semi-relationships are dark, insightful,
and hilarious. As Jia Tolentino commented, the era of the personal essay ended with the
election—this is not your grandmother's millennial essay collection. Rebecca’s writing is
relatable without being preachy and conveys a message of resilience by example, not by moral.

Readers will recognize the world they themselves see—a disastrous president and a scary
socioeconomic landscape—in Becca’s writing and find comfort in her humor and a snarky but
incisive friend in her writing.
How Did You Get This Number Nov 30 2019 What happens when the minibus full of your
fellow wedding travellers hits a bear in the middle of the Alaskan wilderness? Or you hear the
voice of your high school's long lost queen bee from a bathroom cubicle? Why is there always a
moment of utter disorientation when you emerge at street level from the tube station, no matter
how many times you make the journey? It seems that Sloane Crosley can barely step outside her
front door without being reminded of just how perplexing and absurd adult life can be. With her
characteristic brio, Sloane recounts her amusing attempts to navigate the bumps of daily life.
Pleasant existential confusion awaits you.
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