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Oblivion Mar 17 2021 In the stories that make up Oblivion, David Foster Wallace joins the
rawest, most naked humanity with the infinite involutions of self-consciousness--a
combination that is dazzlingly, uniquely his. These are worlds undreamt-of by any other mind.
Only David Foster Wallace could convey a father's desperate loneliness by way of his son's
daydreaming through a teacher's homicidal breakdown ("The Soul Is Not a Smithy"). Or could
explore the deepest and most hilarious aspects of creativity by delineating the office
politics surrounding a magazine profile of an artist who produces miniature sculptures in an
anatomically inconceivable way ("The Suffering Channel"). Or capture the ache of love's
breakdown in the painfully polite apologies of a man who believes his wife is hallucinating
the sound of his snoring ("Oblivion"). Each of these stories is a complete world, as fully
imagined as most entire novels, at once preposterously surreal and painfully immediate.
The Pale King
Jul 01 2022 David Foster Wallace's final and most ambitious undertaking - an
audacious and hilarious look into the abyss of ordinary life. The agents at the IRS Regional
Examination Centre in Peoria, IL, appear ordinary enough to newly arrived trainee David
Foster Wallace. But as he immerses himself in a routine so tedious and repetitive that new
employees receive boredom-survival training, he learns of the extraordinary variety of
personalities drawn to this strange calling. And he has arrived at a moment when forces
within the IRS are plotting to eliminate even what little humanity and dignity the work still
has. The Pale King remained unfinished at the time of David Foster Wallace's death, but it is
a deeply intriguing and satisfying novel, hilarious and fearless and as original as anything
Wallace ever undertook.
The Unspeakable Failures of David Foster Wallace
Jun 27 2019 This book examines the writing
of David Foster Wallace, hailed as the voice of a generation on his death. Critics have
identified horror of solipsism, obsession with sincerity and a corresponding ambivalence
regarding postmodern irony, and detailed attention to contemporary culture as the central
elements of Wallace's writing. Clare Hayes-Brady draws on the evolving discourses of Wallace
studies, focusing on the unifying anti-teleology of his writing, arguing that that position
is a fundamentally political response to the condition of neo-liberal America. She argues
that Wallace's work is most unified by its resistance to closure, which pervades the
structural, narrative and stylistic elements of his writing. Taking a broadly thematic
approach to the numerous types of 'failure', or lack of completion, visible throughout his
work, the book offers a framework within which to read Wallace's work as a coherent whole,
rather than split along the lines of fiction versus non-fiction, or pre- and post-Infinite
Jest, two critical positions that have become dominant over the last five years. While
demonstrating the centrality of 'failure', the book also explores Wallace's approach to
sincere communication as a recurring response to what he saw as the inane, self-absorbed
commodification of language and society, along with less explored themes such as gender,
naming and heroism. Situating Wallace as both a product of his time and an artist sui

generis, Hayes-Brady details his abiding interest in philosophy, language and the struggle
for an authentic self in late-twentieth-century America.
David Foster Wallace in Context
Jun 07 2020 David Foster Wallace is regarded as one of the
most important American writers of the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. This book
introduces readers to the literary, philosophical and political contexts of Wallace's work.
An accessible and useable resource, this volume conceptualizes his work within long-standing
critical traditions and with a new awareness of his importance for American literary studies.
It shows the range of issues and contexts that inform the work and reading of David Foster
Wallace, connecting his writing to diverse ideas, periods and themes. Essays cover topics on
gender, sex, violence, race, philosophy, poetry and geography, among many others, guiding new
and long-standing readers in understanding the work and influence of this important writer.
The Cambridge Companion to David Foster Wallace
Aug 22 2021 A compelling, comprehensive, and
substantive introduction to the work of David Foster Wallace.
David Foster Wallace's Balancing Books
Feb 13 2021 What do we value? Why do we value it? And
in a neoliberal age, can morality ever displace money as the primary means of defining value?
These are the questions that drove David Foster Wallace, a writer widely credited with
changing the face of contemporary fiction and moving it beyond an emotionless postmodern
irony. Jeffrey Severs argues in David Foster Wallace's Balancing Books that Wallace was also
deeply engaged with the social, political, and economic issues of the twentieth and twentyfirst centuries. A rebellious economic thinker, Wallace satirized the deforming effects of
money, questioned the logic of the monetary system, and saw the world through the lens of
value's many hidden and untapped meanings. In original readings of all of Wallace's fiction,
from The Broom of the System and Infinite Jest to his story collections and The Pale King,
Severs reveals Wallace to be a thoroughly political writer whose works provide an often
surreal history of financial crises and economic policies. As Severs demonstrates, the
concept of value occupied the intersection of Wallace's major interests: economics, work,
metaphysics, mathematics, and morality. Severs ranges from the Great Depression and the New
Deal to the realms of finance, insurance, and taxation to detail Wallace's quest for balance
and grace in a world of excess and entropy. Wallace showed characters struggling to place two
feet on the ground and restlessly sought to "balance the books" of a chaotic culture.
Explaining why Wallace's work has galvanized a new phase in contemporary global literature,
Severs draws connections to key Wallace forerunners Don DeLillo, Thomas Pynchon, and William
Gaddis, as well as his successors—including Dave Eggers, Teddy Wayne, Jonathan Lethem, and
Zadie Smith—interpreting Wallace's legacy in terms of finance, the gift, and office life.
Reading David Foster Wallace between philosophy and literature
Sep 10 2020 This book breaks
new ground by showing that the work of David Foster Wallace originates from and functions in
the space between philosophy and literature. Philosophy is not a mere supplement to or
decoration of his writing, nor does he use literature to illustrate pre-established
philosophical truths. Rather, for Wallace, philosophy and literature are intertwined ways of
experiencing and expressing the world that emerge from and amplify each other. The book does
not advance a fixed or homogenous interpretation of Wallace’s oeuvre but instead offers an
investigative approach that allows for a variety of readings. The volume features fourteen
new essays by prominent and promising Wallace scholars, divided into three parts: one on
general aspects of Wallace’s oeuvre – such as his aesthetics, form, and engagement with
performance – and two parts with thematic focuses, namely ‘Consciousness, Self, and Others’
and ‘Embodiment, Gender, and Sexuality’.
A Companion to David Foster Wallace Studies
Oct 24 2021 Criticism of the work of David
Foster Wallace has tended to be atomistic, focusing on a single aspect of individual works. A
Companion to the Work of David Foster Wa ll ace is designed as a professional study of all of
Wallace's creative work. This volume includes both thematic essays and focused examinations
of each of his major works of fiction.
David Foster Wallace's Toxic Sexuality
Nov 12 2020 David Foster Wallace's Toxic Sexuality:
Hideousness, Neoliberalism, Spermatics is the first full-length study of perhaps the most
controversial aspect of Wallace's work – male sexuality. Departing from biographical accounts
of Wallace's troubled relationship to sex, the book offers new and engaging close readings of
this vexed topic in both his fiction and non-fiction. Wallace consistently returns to images
of sexual toxicity across his career to argue that, when it comes to sex, men are immutably
hideous. He makes this argument by drawing on a variety of neoliberal logics and spermatic
metaphors, which in their appeal to apparently neutral economic processes and natural bodily
facts, forestall the possibility that men can change. The book therefore provides a
revisionist account of Wallace's attitudes towards capitalism, as well as a critical

dissection of his approach to masculinity and sexuality. In doing so, David Foster Wallace's
Toxic Sexuality shows how Wallace can be considered a neoliberal writer, whose commitment to
furthering male sexual toxicity is a disturbing but undeniable part of his literary project.
The Pale King
May 31 2022 The character David Foster Wallace is introduced to the banal
world of the IRS Regional Examination Center in Peoria, Illinois, and the host of strange
people who work there, in a novel that was unfinished at the time of the author's death.
David Foster Wallace: The Last Interview Expanded with New Introduction
Jan 15 2021 An
expanded edition featuring new interviews and an introduction by the editor, a New York Times
journalist and friend of the author A unique selection of the best interviews given by David
Foster Wallace, including the last he gave before his suicide in 2008. Complete with an
introduction by Foster Wallace's friend and NY Times journalist, David Streitfeld. And
including a new, never-before-published interview between Streitfeld and Wallace.
A Supposedly Fun Thing I'll Never Do Again
Jul 09 2020 These widely acclaimed essays from
the author of Infinite Jest -- on television, tennis, cruise ships, and more -- established
David Foster Wallace as one of the preeminent essayists of his generation. In this
exuberantly praised book -- a collection of seven pieces on subjects ranging from television
to tennis, from the Illinois State Fair to the films of David Lynch, from postmodern literary
theory to the supposed fun of traveling aboard a Caribbean luxury cruiseliner -- David Foster
Wallace brings to nonfiction the same curiosity, hilarity, and exhilarating verbal facility
that has delighted readers of his fiction, including the bestselling Infinite Jest.
A Supposedly Fun Thing I'll Never Do Again
Jan 27 2022 A collection of insightful and
uproariously funny non-fiction by the bestselling author of INFINITE JEST - one of the most
acclaimed and adventurous writers of our time. A SUPPOSEDLY FUN THING... brings together
Wallace's musings on a wide range of topics, from his early days as a nationally ranked
tennis player to his trip on a commercial cruiseliner. In each of these essays, Wallace's
observations are as keen as they are funny. Filled with hilarious details and invigorating
analyses, these essays brilliantly expose the fault line in American culture - and once again
reveal David Foster Wallace's extraordinary talent and gargantuan intellect.
Something to Do with Paying Attention
Aug 10 2020 "Originally published in 2011 as 22 of The
pale king by Little, Brown and Company, New York."
String Theory: David Foster Wallace on Tennis
Nov 24 2021 An instant classic of American
sportswriting—the tennis essays of David Foster Wallace, “the best mind of his generation”
(A. O. Scott) and “the best tennis-writer of all time” (New York Times) Gathered for the
first time in a deluxe collector's edition, here are David Foster Wallace's legendary
writings on tennis, five tour-de-force pieces written with a competitor's insight and a fan's
obsessive enthusiasm. Wallace brings his dazzling literary magic to the game he loved as he
celebrates the other-worldly genius of Roger Federer; offers a wickedly witty disection of
Tracy Austin's memoir; considers the artistry of Michael Joyce, a supremely disciplined
athlete on the threshold of fame; resists the crush of commerce at the U.S. Open; and recalls
his own career as a "near-great" junior player. Whiting Award-winning writer John Jeremiah
Sullivan provides an introduction.
On Tennis Oct 12 2020 From the author of Infinite Jest and Consider the Lobster: a
collection of five brilliant essays on tennis, from the author's own experience as a junior
player to his celebrated profile of Roger Federer at the peak of his powers. A "long-time
rabid fan of tennis," and a regionally ranked tennis player in his youth, David Foster
Wallace wrote about the game like no one else. On Tennis presents David Foster Wallace's five
essays on the sport, published between 1990 and 2006, and hailed as some of the greatest and
most innovative sports writing of our time. This lively and entertaining collection begins
with Wallace's own experience as a prodigious tennis player ("Derivative Sport in Tornado
Alley"). He also challenges the sports memoir genre ("How Tracy Austen Broke My Heart"),
takes us to the US Open ("Democracy and Commerce at the U.S. Open"), and profiles of two of
the world's greatest tennis players ("Tennis Player Michael Joyce's Professional Artistry as
a Paradigm of Certain Stuff About Choice, Freedom, Limitation, Joy, Grotesquerie, and Human
Completeness" and "Federer Both Flesh and Not"). With infectious enthusiasm and enormous
heart, Wallace's writing shows us the beauty, complexity, and brilliance of the game he loved
best.
David Foster Wallace's Infinite Jest, Second Edition
Feb 25 2022 A fully revised and
expanded edition of Burn's influential guide to a central postmodern novel.
Infinite Jest
Oct 04 2022 'A writer of virtuostic talents who can seemingly do anything' New
York Times 'Wallace is a superb comedian of culture . . . his exuberance and intellectual
impishness are a delight' James Wood, Guardian 'He induces the kind of laughter which, when

read in bed with a sleeping partner, wakes said sleeping partner up . . . He's damn good'
Nicholas Lezard, Guardian 'One of the best books about addiction and recovery to appear in
recent memory' Sunday Times Somewhere in the not-so-distant future the residents of Ennet
House, a Boston halfway house for recovering addicts, and students at the nearby Enfield
Tennis Academy are ensnared in the search for the master copy of Infinite Jest, a movie said
to be so dangerously entertaining its viewers become entranced and expire in a state of
catatonic bliss . . .
Fate, Time, and Language
Jan 03 2020 In 1962, the philosopher Richard Taylor used six
commonly accepted presuppositions to imply that human beings have no control over the future.
David Foster Wallace not only took issue with Taylor's methods, but also noted a semantic
trick at the heart of Taylor's argument. Fate, Time, and Language presents Wallace's critique
of Taylor's work. Wallace's thesis reveals his great skepticism of abstract thinking made to
function as a negation of something more genuine and real. He was especially suspicious of
the cerebral aestheticism of modernism and the clever gimmickry of postmodernism, which
abandoned "the very old traditional human verities that have to do with spirituality and
emotion and community." As Wallace rises to meet the challenge to free will presented by
Taylor, we witness the developing perspective of this major novelist and his struggle to
establish logical ground for his convictions. This volume, edited by Steven M. Cahn and
Maureen Eckert, reproduces Taylor's original article and other works on fatalism cited by
Wallace. James Ryerson's introduction connects Wallace's early philosophical work to the
themes and explorations of his later fiction, and Jay Garfield supplies a critical
biographical epilogue.
Elegant Complexity
May 07 2020 "Elegant Complexity is the first critical work to provide
detailed and thorough commentary on each of the 192 sections of David Foster Wallace's
masterful Infinite Jest. No other commentary on Infinite Jest recognizes that Wallace clearly
divided the book into 28 chapters that are thematically unified. A chronology at the end of
the study reorders each section of the novel into a sequential timeline that orients the
reader and that could be used to support a chronological reading of the novel. Other helpful
reference materials include a thematic outline, more chronologies, a map of one the novel's
settings, lists of characters grouped by association, and an indexed list of references.
Elegant Complexity orients the reader at the beginning of each section and keeps commentary
separate for those readers who only want orientation. The researcher looking for specific
characters or themes is provided a key at the beginning of each commentary. Carlisle explains
the novel's complex plot threads (and discrepancies) with expert insight and clear
commentary. The book is 99% spoiler-free for first-time readers of Infinite
Jest."--Publisher's website.
The David Foster Wallace Reader
Apr 29 2022 Where do you begin with a writer as original and
brilliant as David Foster Wallace? Here -- with a carefully considered selection of his
extraordinary body of work, chosen by a range of great writers, critics, and those who worked
with him most closely. This volume presents his most dazzling, funniest, and most
heartbreaking work -- essays like his famous cruise-ship piece, "A Supposedly Fun Thing I'll
Never Do Again," excerpts from his novels The Broom of the System, Infinite Jest, and The
Pale King, and legendary stories like "The Depressed Person." Wallace's explorations of
morality, self-consciousness, addiction, sports, love, and the many other subjects that
occupied him are represented here in both fiction and nonfiction. Collected for the first
time are Wallace's first published story, "The View from Planet Trillaphon as Seen In
Relation to the Bad Thing" and a selection of his work as a writing instructor, including
reading lists, grammar guides, and general guidelines for his students. A dozen writers and
critics, including Hari Kunzru, Anne Fadiman, and Nam Le, add afterwords to favorite pieces,
expanding our appreciation of the unique pleasures of Wallace's writing. The result is an
astonishing volume that shows the breadth and range of "one of America's most daring and
talented writers" (Los Angeles Times Book Review) whose work was full of humor, insight, and
beauty.
Every Love Story Is a Ghost Story
Mar 05 2020 The acclaimed New York Times–bestselling
biography and “emotionally detailed portrait of the artist as a young man” (Michiko Kakutani,
The New York Times) In the first biography of the iconic David Foster Wallace, D.T. Max
paints the portrait of a man, self-conscious, obsessive and struggling to find meaning. If
Wallace was right when he declared he was “frightfully and thoroughly conventional,” it is
only because over the course of his short life and stunning career, he wrestled intimately
and relentlessly with the fundamental anxiety of being human. In his characteristic lucid and
quick-witted style, Max untangles Wallace’s anxious sense of self, his volatile and sometimes

abusive connection with women, and above all, his fraught relationship with fiction as he
emerges with his masterpiece Infinite Jest. Written with the cooperation of Wallace’s family
and friends and with access to hundreds of unpublished letters, manuscripts and journals,
this captivating biography unveils the life of the profoundly complicated man who gave voice
to what we thought we could not say.
Understanding David Foster Wallace
Jul 29 2019 Since its publication in 2003, Understanding
David Foster Wallace has served as an accessible introduction to the rich array of themes and
formal innovations that have made Wallace's fiction so popular and influential. A seminal
text in the burgeoning field of David Foster Wallace studies, the original edition of
Understanding David Foster Wallace was nevertheless incomplete as it addressed only his first
four works of fiction--namely the novels The Broom of the System and Infinite Jest and the
story collections Girl with Curious Hair and Brief Interviews with Hideous Men. This revised
edition adds two new chapters covering his final story collection, Oblivion, and his
posthumous novel, The Pale King. Tracing Wallace's relationship to modernism and
postmodernism, this volume provides close readings of all his major works of fiction.
Although critics sometimes label Wallace a postmodern writer, Boswell argues that he should
be regarded as the nervous leader of some still-unnamed (and perhaps unnamable) third wave of
modernism. In charting a new direction for literary practice, Wallace does not seek to
overturn postmodernism, nor does he call for a return to modernism. Rather his work moves
resolutely forward while hoisting the baggage of modernism and postmodernism heavily, but
respectfully, on its back. Like the books that serve as its primary subject, Boswell's study
directly confronts such arcane issues as postmodernism, information theory, semiotics, the
philosophy of Ludwig Wittgenstein, and poststructuralism, yet it does so in a way that is
comprehensible to a wide and general readership--the very same readership that has
enthusiastically embraced Wallace's challenging yet entertaining and redemptive fiction.
Every Love Story is a Ghost Story
Jun 19 2021 David Foster Wallace is to contemporary
literature what Kurt Cobain is to music. He died young enough for his promise and his
achievements to solidify into a legend. For many, he became someone worth reading, revering,
following. How had a teen tennis prodigy turned ace philosophy student turned novelist
managed to become a generation-defining star? And how painful was that process for him? What
was it that he stood for that chimed with so many? And how much did his, and his country's,
addictions defeat him? D. T. Max was determined to find out, and this scrupulous and
revealing biographical study, which draws on conversations with those closest to Wallace and
on extensive archive material, is the haunting result.
Quack This Way
Dec 02 2019 "February 3, 2006, Hilton Checkers Hotel, Los Angeles,
California."
This Is Water
Sep 03 2022 In this rare peak into the personal life of the author of numerous
bestselling novels, gain an understanding of David Foster Wallace and how he became the man
that he was. Only once did David Foster Wallace give a public talk on his views on life,
during a commencement address given in 2005 at Kenyon College. The speech is reprinted for
the first time in book form in This is Water. How does one keep from going through their
comfortable, prosperous adult life unconsciously? How do we get ourselves out of the
foreground of our thoughts and achieve compassion? The speech captures Wallace's electric
intellect as well as his grace in attention to others. After his death, it became a treasured
piece of writing reprinted in The Wall Street Journal and the London Times, commented on
endlessly in blogs, and emailed from friend to friend. Writing with his one-of-a-kind blend
of causal humor, exacting intellect, and practical philosophy, David Foster Wallace probes
the challenges of daily living and offers advice that renews us with every reading.
Everything and More: A Compact History of Infinity
Aug 02 2022 The period from the 5th to
the 7th century AD was characterised by far-reaching structural changes that affected the
entire west of the Roman Empire. This process used to be regarded by scholars aspart of the
dissolution of Roman order, but in current discussions it is nowexamined more critically. The
contributions to this volume of conference papers combine approaches from history and
literature studies in order to review the changing forms and fields of the establishment of
collective identities, and to analyse them in their mutual relationships.
David Foster Wallace: The Last Interview
Oct 31 2019 In intimate and eloquent interviews,
including the last he gave before his suicide, the writer hailed by A.O. Scott of The New
York Times as “the best mind of his generation” considers the state of modern America,
entertainment and discipline, adulthood, literature, and his own inimitable writing style. In
addition to Wallace’s last interview, the volume features a conversation with Dave Eggers, a
revealing Q&A with the magazine of his alma mater Amherst, his famous Salon interview with

Laura Miller following the publication of Infinite Jest, and more. These conversations
showcase and illuminate the traits for which Wallace remains so beloved: his incomparable
humility and enormous erudition, his wit, sensitivity, and humanity. As he eloquently
describes his writing process and motivations, displays his curiosity by time and again
turning the tables on his interviewers, and delivers thoughtful, idiosyncratic views on
literature, politics, entertainment and discipline, and the state of modern America, a fuller
picture of this remarkable mind is revealed.
Although Of Course You End Up Becoming Yourself
Apr 17 2021 NOW A MAJOR MOTION PICTURE,
STARRING JASON SEGAL AND JESSE EISENBERG, DIRECTED BY JAMES PONSOLDT An indelible portrait of
David Foster Wallace, by turns funny and inspiring, based on a five-day trip with awardwinning writer David Lipsky during Wallace’s Infinite Jest tour In David Lipsky’s view, David
Foster Wallace was the best young writer in America. Wallace’s pieces for Harper’s magazine
in the ’90s were, according to Lipsky, “like hearing for the first time the brain voice of
everybody I knew: Here was how we all talked, experienced, thought. It was like smelling the
damp in the air, seeing the first flash from a storm a mile away. You knew something gigantic
was coming.” Then Rolling Stone sent Lipsky to join Wallace on the last leg of his book tour
for Infinite Jest, the novel that made him internationally famous. They lose to each other at
chess. They get iced-in at an airport. They dash to Chicago to catch a make-up flight. They
endure a terrible reader’s escort in Minneapolis. Wallace does a reading, a signing, an NPR
appearance. Wallace gives in and imbibes titanic amounts of hotel television (what he calls
an “orgy of spectation”). They fly back to Illinois, drive home, walk Wallace’s dogs. Amid
these everyday events, Wallace tells Lipsky remarkable things—everything he can about his
life, how he feels, what he thinks, what terrifies and fascinates and confounds him—in the
writing voice Lipsky had come to love. Lipsky took notes, stopped envying him, and came to
feel about him—that grateful, awake feeling—the same way he felt about Infinite Jest. Then
Lipsky heads to the airport, and Wallace goes to a dance at a Baptist church. A biography in
five days, Although Of Course You End Up Becoming Yourself is David Foster Wallace as few
experienced this great American writer. Told in his own words, here is Wallace’s own story,
and his astonishing, humane, alert way of looking at the world; here are stories of being a
young writer—of being young generally—trying to knit together your ideas of who you should be
and who other people expect you to be, and of being young in March of 1996. And of what it
was like to be with and—as he tells it—what it was like to become David Foster Wallace. "If
you can think of times in your life that you’ve treated people with extraordinary decency and
love, and pure uninterested concern, just because they were valuable as human beings. The
ability to do that with ourselves. To treat ourselves the way we would treat a really good,
precious friend. Or a tiny child of ours that we absolutely loved more than life itself. And
I think it’s probably possible to achieve that. I think part of the job we’re here for is to
learn how to do it. I know that sounds a little pious." —David Foster Wallace
The Gospel According to David Foster Wallace
Mar 29 2022 The Gospel According to David
Foster Wallace is the first book to explore key religious themes - from boredom to addiction,
and distraction – in the work of one of America's most celebrated contemporary novelists. In
a series of short, topic-focused chapters, the book joins a selection of key scenes from
Wallace's novels Infinite Jest and The Pale King with clear explanations of how they
contribute to his overall account of what it means to be a human being in the 21st century.
Adam Miller explores how Wallace's work masterfully investigates the nature of first-world
boredom and shows, in the process, how easy it is to get addicted to distraction (chemical,
electronic, or otherwise). Implicitly critiquing, excising, and repurposing elements of AA's
Twelve Step program, Wallace suggests that the practice of prayer (regardless of belief in
God), the patient application of attention to things that seem ordinary and boring, and the
internalization of clichés may be the antidote to much of what ails us in the 21st century.
On Tennis Sep 22 2021 From the author of Infinite Jest and Consider the Lobster: a
collection of five brilliant essays on tennis, from the author's own experience as a junior
player to his celebrated profile of Roger Federer at the peak of his powers. A "long-time
rabid fan of tennis," and a regionally ranked tennis player in his youth, David Foster
Wallace wrote about the game like no one else. On Tennis presents David Foster Wallace's five
essays on the sport, published between 1990 and 2006, and hailed as some of the greatest and
most innovative sports writing of our time. This lively and entertaining collection begins
with Wallace's own experience as a prodigious tennis player ("Derivative Sport in Tornado
Alley"). He also challenges the sports memoir genre ("How Tracy Austen Broke My Heart"),
takes us to the US Open ("Democracy and Commerce at the U.S. Open"), and profiles of two of
the world's greatest tennis players ("Tennis Player Michael Joyce's Professional Artistry as

a Paradigm of Certain Stuff About Choice, Freedom, Limitation, Joy, Grotesquerie, and Human
Completeness" and "Federer Both Flesh and Not"). With infectious enthusiasm and enormous
heart, Wallace's writing shows us the beauty, complexity, and brilliance of the game he loved
best.
The Legacy of David Foster Wallace
Dec 26 2021 Considered by many to be the greatest writer
of his generation, David Foster Wallace was at the height of his creative powers when he
committed suicide in 2008. In a sweeping portrait of Wallace’s writing and thought and as a
measure of his importance in literary history, The Legacy of David Foster Wallace gathers
cutting-edge, field-defining scholarship by critics alongside remembrances by many of his
writer friends, who include some of the world’s most influential authors. In this elegant
volume, literary critics scrutinize the existing Wallace scholarship and at the same time
pioneer new ways of understanding Wallace’s fiction and journalism. In critical essays
exploring a variety of topics—including Wallace’s relationship to American literary history,
his place in literary journalism, his complicated relationship to his postmodernist
predecessors, the formal difficulties of his 1996 magnum opus Infinite Jest, his
environmental imagination, and the “social life” of his fiction and nonfiction—contributors
plumb sources as diverse as Amazon.com reader recommendations, professional book reviews, the
2009 Infinite Summer project, and the David Foster Wallace archive at the University of
Texas’s Harry Ransom Center. The creative writers—including Don DeLillo, Jonathan Franzen,
George Saunders, Rick Moody, Dave Eggers, and David Lipsky, and Wallace’s Little, Brown
editor, Michael Pietsch—reflect on the person behind the volumes of fiction and nonfiction
created during the author’s too-short life. All of the essays, critical and creative alike,
are written in an accessible style that does not presume any background in Wallace criticism.
Whether the reader is an expert in all things David Foster Wallace, a casual fan of his
fiction and nonfiction, or completely new to Wallace, The Legacy of David Foster Wallace will
reveal the power and innovation that defined his contribution to literary life and to selfunderstanding. This illuminating volume is destined to shape our understanding of Wallace,
his writing, and his place in history.
Signifying Rappers
Sep 30 2019 Finally back in print--David Foster Wallace and Mark
Costello's exuberant exploration of rap music and culture. Living together in Cambridge in
1989, David Foster Wallace and longtime friend Mark Costello discovered that they shared "an
uncomfortable, somewhat furtive, and distinctively white enthusiasm for a certain music
called rap/hip-hop." The book they wrote together, set against the legendary Boston music
scene, mapped the bipolarities of rap and pop, rebellion and acceptance, glitz and
gangsterdom. Signifying Rappers issued a fan's challenge to the giants of rock writing, Greil
Marcus, Robert Palmer, and Lester Bangs: Could the new street beats of 1989 set us free, as
rock had always promised? Back in print at last, Signifying Rappers is a rare record of a
city and a summer by two great thinkers, writers, and friends. With a new foreword by Mark
Costello on his experience writing with David Foster Wallace, this rerelease cannot be
missed.
Oblivion Aug 29 2019 In the stories that make up Oblivion, David Foster Wallace joins the
rawest, most naked humanity with the infinite involutions of self-consciousness -- a
combination that is dazzlingly, uniquely his. These are worlds undreamt of by any other mind.
Only David Foster Wallace could convey a father's desperate loneliness by way of his son's
daydreaming through a teacher's homicidal breakdown ("The Soul Is Not a Smithy"). Or could
explore the deepest and most hilarious aspects of creativity by delineating the office
politics surrounding a magazine profile of an artist who produces miniature sculptures in an
anatomically inconceivable way ("The Suffering Channel"). Or capture the ache of love's
breakdown in the painfully polite apologies of a man who believes his wife is hallucinating
the sound of his snoring ("Oblivion"). Each of these stories is a complete world, as fully
imagined as most entire novels, at once preposterously surreal and painfully immediate.
"Stunning...Wallace is an astonishing storyteller whose fiction reminds us why we learned to
read in the first place." --San Francisco Chronicle
Brief Interviews With Hideous Men
Dec 14 2020 In his startling and singular new short story
collection, David Foster Wallace nudges at the boundaries of fiction with inimitable wit and
seductive intelligence. Among the stories are 'The Depressed Person', a dazzling and blackly
humorous portrayal of a woman's mental state; 'Adult World', which reveals a woman's agonised
consideration of her confusing sexual relationship with her husband; and 'Brief Interviews
with Hideous Men', a dark, hilarious series of portraits of men whose fear of women renders
them grotesque. Wallace's stories present a world where the bizarre and the banal are
interwoven and where hideous men appear in many different guises. Thought-provoking and

playful, this collection confirms David Foster Wallace as one of the most imaginative young
writers around. Wallace delights in leftfield observation, mining the ironic, the surprising
and the illuminating from every situation. His new collection will delight his growing number
of fans, and provide a perfect introduction for new readers.
Both Flesh and Not
Apr 05 2020 Both Flesh and Not combines David Foster Wallace's best-loved
essays with work never before published in the UK.Beloved for his brilliantly discerning eye,
his verbal elasticity and his uniquely generous imagination, David Foster Wallace was
heralded by critics and fans as the voice of a generation. Collected in Both Flesh and Not
are fifteen essays published for the first time in book form, including writing never
published before in the UK.From 'Federer Both Flesh and Not', considered by many to be his
nonfiction masterpiece; to 'The (As it Were) Seminal Importance of Terminator 2,' which
deftly dissects James Cameron's blockbuster; to 'Fictional Futures and the Conspicuously
Young', an examination of television's effect on a new generation of writers, David Foster
Wallace's writing swoops from erudite literary discussion to open-hearted engagement with the
most familiar of our twentieth-century cultural references.A celebration of Wallace's great
loves - for language, for precision, for meaning - and a feast of enjoyment for his fans,
Both Flesh and Not is a fitting tribute to this writer who was never concerned with anything
less important than what it means to be alive.Praise for Both Flesh and Not: 'Whether
dwelling on the real-world implications of metaphysics [or the] pop constructions of pure
maths . . . Both Flesh and Not brims with jewels of insight and expression' Independent'At
their best these essays remind us of Wallace's arsenal of talents: his restless, heat-seeking
reportorial eye; his ability to convey the physical or emotional truth of things with a
couple of flicks of the wrist; his capacity to make leaps, from the mundane to the
metaphysical, with breathtaking velocity and ardor' Michiko Kakutani, New York
Times'Excellent in its entirety and just as quietly, unflinchingly soul-stirring' The
Atlantic'There are times, reading his work, when you get halfway through a sentence and gasp
involuntarily, and for a second you feel lucky that there was, at least for a time, someone
who could make sense like no other of what it is to be a human in our era of "Total Noise"'
Telegraph'One of the best writers of our time . . . If you've never read David Foster Wallace
before, his masterful study of Roger Federer, included in this anthology, is an ideal place
to start' US Marie Claire'A fine collection . . . you could more or less open it at random
and find something to demonstrate the man's prodigious' Guardian 'The best passages are those
that celebrate words and the author's relationship with them . . . It is a treasure trove for
those who love the complexities of language' US TimeoutDavid Foster Wallace, who died in
2008, was the author of the acclaimed novels Infinite Jest and The Broom of the System. His
final novel, The Pale King, was published posthumously in 2011. He is also the author of the
short-story collections Oblivion, Brief Interviews with Hideous Men and Girl with Curious
Hair, and his non-fiction includes several essay collections and the full-length work
Everything and More.
Although Of Course You End Up Becoming Yourself
Feb 02 2020 NOW A MAJOR MOTION PICTURE,
STARRING JASON SEGAL AND JESSE EISENBERG, DIRECTED BY JAMES PONSOLDT An indelible portrait of
David Foster Wallace, by turns funny and inspiring, based on a five-day trip with awardwinning writer David Lipsky during Wallace’s Infinite Jest tour In David Lipsky’s view, David
Foster Wallace was the best young writer in America. Wallace’s pieces for Harper’s magazine
in the ’90s were, according to Lipsky, “like hearing for the first time the brain voice of
everybody I knew: Here was how we all talked, experienced, thought. It was like smelling the
damp in the air, seeing the first flash from a storm a mile away. You knew something gigantic
was coming.” Then Rolling Stone sent Lipsky to join Wallace on the last leg of his book tour
for Infinite Jest, the novel that made him internationally famous. They lose to each other at
chess. They get iced-in at an airport. They dash to Chicago to catch a make-up flight. They
endure a terrible reader’s escort in Minneapolis. Wallace does a reading, a signing, an NPR
appearance. Wallace gives in and imbibes titanic amounts of hotel television (what he calls
an “orgy of spectation”). They fly back to Illinois, drive home, walk Wallace’s dogs. Amid
these everyday events, Wallace tells Lipsky remarkable things—everything he can about his
life, how he feels, what he thinks, what terrifies and fascinates and confounds him—in the
writing voice Lipsky had come to love. Lipsky took notes, stopped envying him, and came to
feel about him—that grateful, awake feeling—the same way he felt about Infinite Jest. Then
Lipsky heads to the airport, and Wallace goes to a dance at a Baptist church. A biography in
five days, Although Of Course You End Up Becoming Yourself is David Foster Wallace as few
experienced this great American writer. Told in his own words, here is Wallace’s own story,
and his astonishing, humane, alert way of looking at the world; here are stories of being a

young writer—of being young generally—trying to knit together your ideas of who you should be
and who other people expect you to be, and of being young in March of 1996. And of what it
was like to be with and—as he tells it—what it was like to become David Foster Wallace. "If
you can think of times in your life that you’ve treated people with extraordinary decency and
love, and pure uninterested concern, just because they were valuable as human beings. The
ability to do that with ourselves. To treat ourselves the way we would treat a really good,
precious friend. Or a tiny child of ours that we absolutely loved more than life itself. And
I think it’s probably possible to achieve that. I think part of the job we’re here for is to
learn how to do it. I know that sounds a little pious." —David Foster Wallace
Conversations with David Foster Wallace
Nov 05 2022 Collection of interviews that profiles
Wallace's career of twenty years, from 1987 until his suicide in 2008, that provides insight
into his development as a writer and complicated persona.
David Foster Wallace and the Body
May 19 2021 David Foster Wallace and the Body is the first
full-length study to focus on Wallace’s career-long fascination with the human body and the
textual representation of the body. The book provides engaging, accessible close readings
that highlight the importance of the overlooked, and yet central theme of all of this major
American author’s works: having a body. Wallace repeatedly made clear that good fiction is
about what it means to be a ‘human being’. A large part of what that means is having a body,
and being conscious of the conflicts that arise, morally and physically, as a result; a fact
with which, as Wallace forcefully and convincingly argues, we all desire ‘to be reconciled’.
Given the ubiquity of the themes of embodiment in Wallace’s work, this study is an important
addition to an expanding field. The book also opens up the themes addressed to interrogate
aspects of contemporary literature, culture, and society more generally, placing Wallace’s
works in the history of literary and philosophical engagements with the brute fact of
embodiment.
Gesturing Toward Reality: David Foster Wallace and Philosophy
Jul 21 2021 Asked in 2006
about the philosophical nature of his fiction, the late American writer David Foster Wallace
replied, "If some people read my fiction and see it as fundamentally about philosophical
ideas, what it probably means is that these are pieces where the characters are not as alive
and interesting as I meant them to be." Gesturing Toward Reality looks into this quality of
Wallace's work-when the writer dons the philosopher's cap-and sees something else. With
essays offering a careful perusal of Wallace's extensive and heavily annotated self-help
library, re-considerations of Wittgenstein's influence on his fiction, and serious
explorations into the moral and spiritual landscape where Wallace lived and wrote, this
collection offers a perspective on Wallace that even he was not always ready to see. Since so
much has been said in specifically literary circles about Wallace's philosophical acumen, it
seems natural to have those with an interest in both philosophy and Wallace's writing address
how these two areas come together.
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