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Infinite Regress Arguments Jan 16 2021 Infinite regress arguments are part of a philosopher's
tool kit of argumentation. But how sharp or strong is this tool? How effectively is it used? The typical
presentation of infinite regress arguments throughout history is so succinct and has so many gaps
that it is often unclear how an infinite regress is derived, and why an infinite regress is logically
problematic, and as a result, it is often difficult to evaluate infinite regress arguments. These
consequences of our customary way of using this tool indicate that there is a need for a theory to reorient our practice. My general approach to contribute to such a theory, consists of collecting and
evaluating as many infinite regress arguments as possible, comparing and contrasting many of the
formal and non-formal properties, looking for recurring patterns, and identifying the properties that
appeared essential to those patterns. Two very general questions guided this work: (1) How are
infinite regresses generated in infinite regress arguments? (2) How do infinite regresses logically
function as premises in an argument? In answering these questions I clarify the notion of an infinite
regress; identify different logical forms of infinite regresses; describe different kinds of infinite
regress arguments; distinguish the rhetoric from the logic in infinite regress arguments; and suggest
ways of improving our discussion and our practice of constructing and evaluating these arguments.
Anselm's Other Argument Apr 18 2021 Some commentators claim that Anselm's writings contain a
second independent "modal ontological argument" for God's existence. A. D. Smith contends that
although there is a second a priori argument in Anselm, it is not the modal argument. This "other
argument" bears a striking resemblance to one that Duns Scotus would later employ.
The Logic of Real Arguments Jan 28 2022 This new and expanded edition of The Logic of Real
Arguments explains a distinctive method for analysing and evaluating arguments. It discusses many
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examples, ranging from newspaper articles to extracts from classic texts, and from easy passages to
much more difficult ones. It shows students how to use the question 'What argument or evidence
would justify me in believing P?', and also how to deal with suppositional arguments beginning with
the phrase 'Suppose that X were the case.' It aims to help students to think critically about the kind
of sustained, theoretical arguments which they commonly encounter in the course of their studies,
including arguments about the natural world, about society, about policy, and about philosophy. It
will be valuable for students and their teachers in a wide range of disciplines including philosophy,
law and the social sciences.
What Do Philosophers Do? Oct 25 2021 How do you know the world around you isn't just an
elaborate dream, or the creation of an evil neuroscientist? If all you have to go on are various lights,
sounds, smells, tastes and tickles, how can you know what the world is really like, or even whether
there is a world beyond your own mind? Questions like these -- familiar from science fiction and
dorm room debates -- lie at the core of venerable philosophical arguments for radical skepticism: the
stark contention that we in fact know nothing at all about the world, that we have no more reason to
believe any claim -- that there are trees, that we have hands -- than we have to disbelieve it. Like
non-philosophers in their sober moments, philosophers, too, find this skeptical conclusion
preposterous, but they're faced with those famous arguments: the Dream Argument, the Argument
from Illusion, the Infinite Regress of Justification, the more recent Closure Argument. If these can't
be met, they raise a serious challenge not just to philosophers, but to anyone responsible enough to
expect her beliefs to square with her evidence. What Do Philosophers Do? takes up the skeptical
arguments from this everyday point of view, and ultimately concludes that they don't undermine our
ordinary beliefs or our ordinary ways of finding out about the world. In the process, Maddy examines
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and evaluates a range of philosophical methods -- common sense, scientific naturalism, ordinary
language, conceptual analysis, therapeutic approaches -- as employed by such philosophers as
Thomas Reid, G. E. Moore, Ludwig Wittgenstein, and J. L. Austin. The result is a revealing portrait of
what philosophers do, and perhaps a quiet suggestion for what they should do, for what they do
best.
Plato on the Value of Philosophy Sep 23 2021 This book explores Plato's views on what an 'art of
argument' should look like, investigating the relationship between psychology and rhetoric.
Philosophy Comes to Dinner Nov 13 2020 Everyone is talking about food. Chefs are celebrities.
"Locavore" and "freegan" have earned spots in the dictionary. Popular books and films about food
production and consumption are exposing the unintended consequences of the standard American
diet. Questions about the principles and values that ought to guide decisions about dinner have
become urgent for moral, ecological, and health-related reasons. In Philosophy Comes to Dinner,
twelve philosophers—some leading voices, some inspiring new ones—join the conversation, and
consider issues ranging from the sustainability of modern agriculture, to consumer complicity in
animal exploitation, to the pros and cons of alternative diets.
Philosophical Problems and Arguments Aug 23 2021
Philosophical Arguments Aug 03 2022 Charles Taylor is one of the most important Englishlanguage philosophers at work today; he is also unique in the philosophical community in applying
his ideas on language and epistemology to social theory and political problems. In this book Taylor
brings together some of his best essays, including “Overcoming Epistemology,” “The Validity of
Transcendental Argument,” “Irreducibly Social Goods,” and “The Politics of Recognition.” As usual,
his arguments are trenchant, straddling the length and breadth of contemporary philosophy and
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public discourse. The strongest theme running through the book is Taylor’s critique of
disengagement, instrumental reason, and atomism: that individual instances of knowledge,
judgment, discourse, or action cannot be intelligible in abstraction from the outside world. By
developing his arguments about the importance of “engaged agency,” Taylor simultaneously
addresses themes in philosophical debate and in a broader discourse of political theory and cultural
studies. The thirteen essays in this collection reflect most of the concerns with which he has been
involved throughout his career—language, ideas of the self, political participation, the nature of
modernity. His intellectual range is extraordinary, as is his ability to clarify what is at stake in
difficult philosophical disputes. Taylor’s analyses of liberal democracy, welfare economics, and
multiculturalism have real political significance, and his voice is distinctive and wise.
The Philosophy of Argument Aug 30 2019
An Introduction to Design Arguments Oct 13 2020 A comprehensive survey of the many different
forms of design argument for the existence of God.
Meaning and Argument Mar 06 2020 Meaning and Argument is a popular introduction to philosophy
of logic and philosophy of language. Offers a distinctive philosophical, rather than mathematical,
approach to logic Concentrates on symbolization and works out all the technical logic with truth
tables instead of derivations Incorporates the insights of half a century's work in philosophy and
linguistics on anaphora by Peter Geach, Gareth Evans, Hans Kamp, and Irene Heim among others
Contains numerous exercises and a corresponding answer key An extensive appendix allows readers
to explore subjects that go beyond what is usually covered in an introductory logic course Updated
edition includes over a dozen new problem sets and revisions throughout Features an accompanying
website at http://ruccs.rutgers.edu/~logic/MeaningArgument.html
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Arguments and Metaphors in Philosophy May 20 2021 In this book, Daniel Cohen explores the
connections between arguments and metaphors most pronounced in philosophy, because
philosophical discourse is both thoroughly metaphorical and replete with argumentation. The
metaphors we use for arguments, as well as the ways we use metaphors as arguments and in
arguments, provides the basis for a tripartite theoretical framework for understanding and
evaluating arguments. There are logical, rhetorical, and dialectical dimensions to arguments, each
providing norms for conduct, vocabulary for evaluation, and criteria for success. In turn, the
identified roles for arguments in general discourse can be applied to metaphors, helping to explain
what they mean and how they work. Cohen covers the nature of arguments, their modes and
structures, and the principles of their evaluation. He also addresses the nature of metaphors, their
place in language and thought, and their connections to arguments, identifying and reconciling
arguments' and metaphors' respective roles in philosophy.
Renewing Philosophy of Religion Nov 01 2019 "This book is animated by a shared conviction that
philosophy of religion needs to change: thirteen new essays suggest why and how. The first part of
the volume explores possible changes to the focus of the field. The second part focuses on the
standpoint from which philosophers of religion should approach their field. In the first part are
chapters on how an emphasis on faith distorts attempts to engage non-western religious ideas; on
how philosophers from different traditions might collaborate on common interests; on why the
common presupposition of ultimacy leads to error; on how new religious movements feed a
naturalistic philosophy of religion; on why a focus on belief and a focus on practice are both
mistaken; on why philosophy's deep axiological concern should set much of the field's agenda; and
on how the field might contribute to religious evolution. The second part includes a qualitative
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analysis of the standpoint of fifty-one philosophers of religion, and also addresses issues about
humility needed in continental philosophy of religion; about the implausibility of claiming that one's
own worldview is uniquely rational; about the Moorean approach to religious epistemology; about a
Spinozan middle way between 'insider' and 'outsider' perspectives; and about the unorthodox
lessons we could learn from scriptures like the book of Job if we could get past the confessional turn
in recent philosophy of religion.The goal of the volume is to identify new paths for philosophers of
religion that are distinct from those travelled by theologians and other scholars of religion."--Back
cover.
Just the Arguments Oct 05 2022 Does the existence of evil call into doubt the existence of God?
Show me the argument. Philosophy starts with questions, but attempts at answers are just as
important, and these answers require reasoned argument. Cutting through dense philosophical
prose, 100 famous and influential arguments are presented in their essence, with premises,
conclusions and logical form plainly identified. Key quotations provide a sense of style and approach.
Just the Arguments is an invaluable one-stop argument shop. A concise, formally structured
summation of 100 of the most important arguments in Western philosophy The first book of its kind
to present the most important and influential philosophical arguments in a clear premise/conclusion
format, the language that philosophers use and students are expected to know Offers succinct
expositions of key philosophical arguments without bogging them down in commentary Translates
difficult texts to core arguments Designed to provides a quick and compact reference to everything
from Aquinas’ “Five Ways” to prove the existence of God, to the metaphysical possibilities of a
zombie world
From Argument Schemes to Argumentative Relations in the Wild May 08 2020 This volume
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comprises a selection of contributions to the theorizing about argumentation that have been
presented at the 9th conference of the International Society for the Study of Argumentation (ISSA),
held in Amsterdam in July 2018. The chapters included provide a general theoretical perspective on
central topics in argumentation theory, such as argument schemes and the fallacies. Some
contributions concentrate on the treatment of the concept of conductive argument. Other
contributions are dedicated to specific issues such as the justification of questions, the occurrence of
mining relations, the role of exclamatives, argumentative abduction, eudaimonistic argumentation
and a typology of logical ways to counter an argument. In a number of cases the theoretical
problems addressed are related to a specific type of context, such as the burden of proof in
philosophical argumentation, the charge of committing a genetic fallacy in strategic manoeuvring in
philosophy, the necessity of community argument, and connection adequacy for arguments with
institutional warrants. The volume offers a great deal of diversity in its breadth of coverage of
argumentation theory and wide geographic representation from North and South America to Europe
and China.
The Aesthetics of Argument Feb 14 2021 "Argument and imagination are often interdependent.
The Aesthetics of Argument is concerned with how this relationship may bear on argument's concern
with truth, not just persuasion, and with the enhancement of understanding such interdependence
may bring. The rationality of argument, conceived as the advancement of reasons for or against a
claim, is not simply a matter of deductive validity. Whether arguments are relevant, have force, or
look foolish--or whether an example is telling or merely illustrative--cannot always be assessed in
these terms. Martin Warner presents a series of case studies which explore how analogy, metaphor,
narrative, image, and symbol can be used in different ways to frame one domain in terms of another,
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severally or in various combinations, and how criteria drawn from the study of imaginative literature
may have a bearing on their truth-aptness. Such framing can be particularly effective in
argumentative roles which invite self-interrogation, as Plato saw long ago. Narrative in such cases
may be fictional, whether parabolic or dramatic, autobiographical or biographical, and in certain
cases may seek to show how standard conceptualizations are inadequate. Beyond this, whether in
poetry or prose and not only with respect to narrative, the 'logic' of imagery enables us to make
principled sense of our capacity to grasp imagistically elements of our experience through words
whose use at the imaginative level has transformed their standard conceptual relationships, and
hence judge the credibility of associated arguments. Assessment of the argumentative imagination
requires criteria drawn not only from dialectic and rhetoric, but also from poetics"--Publisher's
website.
The Hiddenness Argument Jul 30 2019 1. Some Basic Tools -- 2. A Conceptual Map -- 3. Why So Late
to the Show? -- 4. The Main Premise -- 5. Add Insight and Stir -- 6. Nonresistant Nonbelief -- 7. Must
a God Be Loving? -- 8. The Challenge -- Coda: After Personal Gods.
The Kalam Cosmological Argument Jul 10 2020 Does God exist? Of the many ongoing debates to
answer this question, William Craig examines one of the most controversial proofs for the existence
of God; the Kalam cosmological argument. Dr. Craig provides a broad assessment of the argument in
lieu of recent developments in philosophy, mathematics, science and theology.
What Is the Argument? Sep 04 2022 Exploring philosophy through detailed argument analyses of
texts by philosophers from Plato to Strawson using a novel and transparent method of analysis. The
best way to introduce students to philosophy and philosophical discourse is to have them read and
wrestle with original sources. This textbook explores philosophy through detailed argument analyses
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of texts by philosophers from Plato to Strawson. It presents a novel and transparent method of
analysis that will teach students not only how to understand and evaluate philosophers' arguments
but also how to construct such arguments themselves. Students will learn to read a text and discover
what the philosopher thinks, why the philosopher thinks it, and whether the supporting argument is
good. Students learn argument analysis through argument diagrams, with color-coding of the
argument's various elements—conclusion, claims, and “indicator phrases.” (An online “mini-course”
in argument diagramming and argument diagramming software are both freely available online.)
Each chapter ends with exercises and reading questions. After a general introduction to philosophy
and logic and an explanation of argument analysis, the book presents selections from primary
sources, arranged by topics that correspond to contemporary debates, with detailed analysis and
evaluation. These topics include philosophy of religion, epistemology, theory of mind, free will and
determinism, and ethics; authors include Aristotle, Aquinas, Descartes, Hume, Kant, Ryle, Fodor,
Dennett, Searle, and others. What Is the Argument? not only introduces students to great
philosophical thinkers, it also teaches them the essential skill of critical thinking.
The Philosopher's Toolkit Mar 18 2021 The second edition of this popular compendium provides
the necessary intellectual equipment to engage with and participate in effective philosophical
argument, reading, and reflection Features significantly revised, updated and expanded entries, and
an entirely new section drawn from methods in the history of philosophy This edition has a broad,
pluralistic approach--appealing to readers in both continental philosophy and the history of
philosophy, as well as analytic philosophy Explains difficult concepts in an easily accessible manner,
and addresses the use and application of these concepts Proven useful to philosophy students at
both beginning and advanced levels
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The Knowledge Argument Apr 30 2022 A cutting-edge and groundbreaking set of new essays by
top philosophers on key topics related to the ever-influential knowledge argument.
Philosophical Arguments Jun 01 2022 Charles Taylor is one of the most important English-language
philosophers at work today; he is also unique in the philosophical community in applying his ideas on
language and epistemology to social theory and political problems. In this book Taylor brings
together some of his best essays, including “Overcoming Epistemology,” “The Validity of
Transcendental Argument,” “Irreducibly Social Goods,” and “The Politics of Recognition.” As usual,
his arguments are trenchant, straddling the length and breadth of contemporary philosophy and
public discourse. The strongest theme running through the book is Taylor’s critique of
disengagement, instrumental reason, and atomism: that individual instances of knowledge,
judgment, discourse, or action cannot be intelligible in abstraction from the outside world. By
developing his arguments about the importance of “engaged agency,” Taylor simultaneously
addresses themes in philosophical debate and in a broader discourse of political theory and cultural
studies. The thirteen essays in this collection reflect most of the concerns with which he has been
involved throughout his career—language, ideas of the self, political participation, the nature of
modernity. His intellectual range is extraordinary, as is his ability to clarify what is at stake in
difficult philosophical disputes. Taylor’s analyses of liberal democracy, welfare economics, and
multiculturalism have real political significance, and his voice is distinctive and wise.
Bad Arguments Jun 20 2021 A timely and accessible guide to 100 of the most infamous logical
fallacies in Western philosophy, helping readers avoid and detect false assumptions and faulty
reasoning You’ll love this book or you’ll hate it. So, you’re either with us or against us. And if you’re
against us then you hate books. No true intellectual would hate this book. Ever decide to avoid a
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restaurant because of one bad meal? Choose a product because a celebrity endorsed it? Or ignore
what a politician says because she’s not a member of your party? For as long as people have been
discussing, conversing, persuading, advocating, proselytizing, pontificating, or otherwise stating
their case, their arguments have been vulnerable to false assumptions and faulty reasoning. Drawing
upon a long history of logical falsehoods and philosophical flubs, Bad Arguments demonstrates how
misguided arguments come to be, and what we can do to detect them in the rhetoric of others and
avoid using them ourselves. Fallacies—or conclusions that don’t follow from their premise—are at
the root of most bad arguments, but it can be easy to stumble into a fallacy without realizing it. In
this clear and concise guide to good arguments gone bad, Robert Arp, Steven Barbone, and Michael
Bruce take readers through 100 of the most infamous fallacies in Western philosophy, identifying the
most common missteps, pitfalls, and dead-ends of arguments gone awry. Whether an instance of
sunk costs, is ought, affirming the consequent, moving the goal post, begging the question, or the
ever-popular slippery slope, each fallacy engages with examples drawn from contemporary politics,
economics, media, and popular culture. Further diagrams and tables supplement entries and
contextualize common errors in logical reasoning. At a time in our world when it is crucial to be able
to identify and challenge rhetorical half-truths, this bookhelps readers to better understand flawed
argumentation and develop logical literacy. Unrivaled in its breadth of coverage and a worthy
companion to its sister volume Just the Arguments (2011), Bad Arguments is an essential tool for
undergraduate students and general readers looking to hone their critical thinking and rhetorical
skills.
Philosophical Writing Oct 01 2019 Philosophical Writing: An Introduction, 4th Edition, features
numerous updates and revisions to A. P. Martinich’s best-selling text that instructs beginning
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philosophy students on how to craft a well-written philosophical essay. Features an entirely new
chapter on how to read a philosophical essay, new sections on quantification and modality, and
rhetoric in philosophical writing, as well as more updated essay examples Includes many new essay
examples and an accompanying website with further topics and examples Traces the evolution of a
good philosophical essay from draft stage to completion Emphasizes what a student should do in
crafting an essay, rather than on what not to do Written with clarity and humor by a leading
philosopher
Analytic Versus Continental Dec 03 2019 Throughout much of the twentieth century, the
relationship between analytic and continental philosophy has been one of disinterest, caution or
hostility. Recent debates in philosophy have highlighted some of the similarities between the two
approaches and even envisaged a post-continental and post-analytic philosophy. Opening with a
history of key encounters between philosophers of opposing camps since the late nineteenth century
- from Frege and Husserl to Derrida and Searle - the book goes on to explore in detail the main
methodological differences between the two approaches. This covers a very wide range of topics,
from issues of style and clarity of exposition to formal methods arising from logic and probability
theory. The final section of this book presents a balanced critique of the two schools' approaches to
key issues such as time, truth, subjectivity, mind and body, language and meaning, and ethics.
"Analytic versus Continental" is the first sustained analysis of both approaches to philosophy,
examining the limits and possibilities of each. It provides a clear overview of a much-disputed history
and, in highlighting the strengths and weaknesses of both traditions, also offers future directions for
both continental and analytic philosophy.
Donald Davidson’s Triangulation Argument Nov 25 2021 According to many commentators,
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Davidson’s earlier work on philosophy of action and truth-theoretic semantics is the basis for his
reputation, and his later forays into broader metaphysical and epistemological issues, and eventually
into what became known as the triangulation argument, are much less successful. This book by two
of his former students aims to change that perception. In Part One, Verheggen begins by providing
an explanation and defense of the triangulation argument, then explores its implications for
questions concerning semantic normativity and reductionism, the social character of language and
thought, and skepticism about the external world. In Part Two, Myers considers what the argument
can tell us about reasons for action, and whether it can overcome skeptical worries based on claims
about the nature of motivation, the sources of normativity and the demands of morality. The book
reveals Davidson’s later writings to be full of innovative and important ideas that deserve much
more attention than they are currently receiving.
Wittgenstein’s Enduring Arguments Sep 11 2020 Fifty years after Wittgenstein's death, his
philosophy and the arguments it embodied remain vital and applicable. Wittgenstein's Enduring
Arguments illustrates the use of Wittgenstein's thought for continuing philosophical debates, old and
new. Featuring essays by leading international philosophers, the collection examines the key theme
of representation in Wittgenstein's philosophy. Organised into three clear parts the book considers
representation in cognition, in language and in what cannot be represented - the absolute. The first
part applies Wittgenstein to leading questions concerning qualia, the grammar of phenomenology
and developmental psychology. The second part applies Wittgenstein to vexing knots in the
philosophy of language like language and concept acquisition, the normativity of meaning and
linguistic understanding. The final section addresses Wittgenstein's unique philosophical approach
to logic, self, religion and ethics. Each specially commissioned chapter demonstrates the successful
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application of Wittgenstein's philosophy; collectively they express a confidence that Wittgenstein's
arguments and his philosophy will endure. Wittgenstein's Enduring Arguments is essential reading
for those seeking to examine and assess the philosopher's lasting contribution to modern thought.
A Philosophical Critique of Empirical Arguments for Postmortem Survival Jan 04 2020 Sudduth
provides a critical exploration of classical empirical arguments for survival arguments that purport
to show that data collected from ostensibly paranormal phenomena constitute good evidence for the
survival of the self after death. Utilizing the conceptual tools of formal epistemology, he argues that
classical arguments are unsuccessful.
The Philosophy of Argument and Audience Reception Jul 02 2022 This book approaches the
topic of argumentation from the perspective of audiences, rather than the perspective of arguers or
arguments.
Philosophical Problems and Arguments Feb 26 2022 Widely used by instructors who emphasize
the logical structure of philosophical theories and the dialectical play of argument, this popular work
provides clear, reliable, and up-to-date discussions of central philosophical debates. The fourth
edition incorporates major revisions--the first since 1982--and features an extensive change in
content. Every chapter has been reworked to improve its organization, to make it more accessible
and engaging to the student, and to reflect recent discussions.
A Theory of Philosophical Fallacies Jun 28 2019 Presented as a Vorlesung in the German
philosophical tradition, this book presents the most detailed account of Nelson’s method of
argument analysis, celebrated by many luminaries such as Karl Popper. It was written in 1921 in
opposition to the relativistic, subjectivistic and nihilistic tendencies of Nelson’s time. The book
contains an exposition of a method that is a further development of Kant’s transcendental dialectics,
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followed by an application to the critical analysis of arguments by many famous thinkers, including
Bentham, Mill, Poincaré, Leibniz, Hegel, Einstein, Bergson, Rickert, Simmel, Brentano, Stammler,
Jellinek, Dingler, and Meinong. The book presents a general theory of philosophical argumentation
as seen from the viewpoint of the typical fallacies committed by anybody arguing philosophically,
whether professional philosophers or philosophical laypeople. Although the nature of philosophy and
philosophical argumentation is one of the most recurrent objects of reflection for philosophers, this
book represents the first attempt at a general theory of philosophical fallacy. According to Nelson, it
is in the shape of false dilemmas that errors in reasoning always emerge, and false dilemmas are
always the result of the same mechanism--the unwitting replacement of one concept for another.
Learning from Arguments Jul 22 2021
The Concept of Argument Nov 06 2022 Arguing that our attachment to Aristotelian modes of
discourse makes a revision of their conceptual foundations long overdue, the author proposes the
consideration of unacknowledged factors that play a central role in argument itself. These are in
particular the subjective imprint and the dynamics of argumentation. Their inclusion in a fourdimensional framework (subjective-objective, structural-procedural) and the focus on thesis validity
allow for a more realistic view of our discourse practice. Exhaustive analyses of fascinating historical
and contemporary arguments are provided. These range from Columbus’s advocacy of the Western
Passage to India, over the trial of King Louis XVI during the French Revolution, to today’s highly
charged controversies surrounding euthanasia and embryo research. Excavating foundational issues
such as the purpose of argument itself (assent of an audience or critical examination of validity
claims) and the contested role of argument as a generator of knowledge, the book culminates in a
discussion of the relationship between rationality and reasonableness and criticizes the restrictions
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of ‘rational’ argument relying on fixed logical, economic or cultural criteria that in reality are
mutable. Here, a true, open argument requires the infusion of Paul Lorenzen’s principle of
‘transsubjectivity’, which recognizes but transcends the partiality of the individual and which can be
seen in the pragmatic and expanding consensus that humanity can control itself to safeguard the
future of a fragile, damaged world.
The Idea of a Reason for Acting Mar 30 2022 Examining a series of defences of the view that
there can be no reasons for acting which are not connected to the agent's motives, the author argues
that all such accounts fail - owing to a failure to distinguish deliberation from the explanation of the
action.
The Kalām Cosmological Argument: A Reassessment Dec 15 2020 This book offers a discussion of
the kalām cosmological argument, and presents a defence of a version of that argument after
critically evaluating three of the most important versions of the argument. It argues that, since the
versions of the kalām cosmological argument defended by Philoponus (c. 490–c. 570), al-Ghazālī
(1058– 1111), and the contemporary philosopher, William Lane Craig, all deny the possibility of the
existence of an actual infinite, these arguments are incompatible with Platonism and the view that
God foreknows an endless future. This conclusion, however, is not a problem for the proponents of
the kalām cosmological argument, for the book shows how the argument can be defended without
denying the possibility of the actual infinite. In order to offer a comprehensive analysis of Philoponus
and al-Ghazālī’s cosmological arguments, the book draws on recent English translations of some of
their works. Next, the book advances a detailed argument against the popular argument based on
the impossibility of an actual infinite. Finally, the book offers a unique defence of the kalām
cosmological argument by defending philosophical arguments for a beginning of time that do not
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deny the actual infinite, evaluating which hypothesis best explains the discoveries of modern
cosmology, and offering an argument in support of the premise that, if the universe came into
existence, then God brought it into existence.
The Evidential Argument from Evil Apr 06 2020 Is evil evidence against the existence of God? A
collection of essays by philosophers, theologians, and other scholars. Even if God and evil are
compatible, it remains hotly contested whether evil renders belief in God unreasonable. The
Evidential Argument from Evil presents five classic statements on this issue by eminent philosophers
and theologians, and places them in dialogue with eleven original essays reflecting new thinking by
these and other scholars. The volume focuses on two versions of the argument. The first affirms that
there is no reason for God to permit either certain specific horrors or the variety and profusion of
undeserved suffering. The second asserts that pleasure and pain, given their biological role, are
better explained by hypotheses other than theism. Contributors include William P. Alston, Paul
Draper, Richard M. Gale, Daniel Howard-Snyder, Alvin Plantinga, William L. Rowe, Bruce Russell,
Eleonore Stump, Richard G. Swinburne, Peter van Inwagen, and Stephen John Wykstra.
Logical Tools for Modelling Legal Argument Jun 08 2020 This book is a revised and extended version
of my PhD Thesis 'Logical Tools for Modelling Legal Argument', which I defended on 14 January
1993 at the Free University Amsterdam. The first five chapters of the thesis have remained almost
completely unchanged but the other chapters have undergone considerable revision and expansion.
Most importantly, I have replaced the formal argument-based system of the old Chapters 6, 7 and 8
with a revised and extended system, whieh I have developed during the last three years in
collaboration with Giovanni Sartor. Apart from some technical improvements, the main additions to
the old system are the enriehment of its language with a nonprovability operator, and the ability to
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formalise reasoning about preference criteria. Moreover, the new system has a very intuitive
dialectieal form, as opposed to the rather unintuitive fixed-point appearance of the old system.
Another important revision is the split of the old Chapter 9 into two new chapters. The old Section 9.
1 on related research has been updated and expanded into a whole chapter, while the rest of the old
chapter is now in revised form in Chapter 10. This chapter also contains two new contributions, a
detailed discussion of Gordon's Pleadings Game, and a general description of a multi-Iayered overall
view on the structure of argu mentation, comprising a logieal, dialectical, procedural and strategie
layer. Finally, in the revised conclusion I have paid more attention to the relevance of my
investigations for legal philosophy and argumentation theory.
Great Philosophical Arguments Aug 11 2020 The purpose of this text is to introduce students to
great philosophy and great philosophers through an intense focus on argument. Like other topically
organized introductory philosophy readers, this book is organized around the existence of God,
knowledge and skepticism, mind and body, free will and determinism, ethics, and contemporary
ethical debates, including abortion, euthanasia, and global hunger and poverty. 78 selections are
grouped into six topical chapters-and the selections within those chapters are organized by
argument. Vaughn's approach focuses students' attention on argumentation, where much of the
philosophical work gets done.
A Political Philosophy Feb 03 2020 Roger Scruton's classic work on conservatism, reissued for a
new political moment. Over the past twenty years, Roger Scruton has been developing a
conservative view of human beings, society and culture. In the book his arguments are
recommendations with the aim of convincing the reader that rumors of the death of Western
civilization are greatly exaggerated. Much of our present self doubt, argues Scruton, is brought
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about by the Darwinian theory of evolution. Darwin encourages us to see human emotion as a
reproductive strategy. This is a perspective which Scruton attacks vehemently especially in its
modern proponents--Desmond Morris and Richard Dawkins. This the author believes undermines the
belief in freedom and the moral imperatives that stem from it.
The Arguments of Aquinas Dec 27 2021 The Arguments of Aquinas is intended for readers with
philosophical interests, who may not be specialists in medieval philosophy. Some think that a
medieval saint must be, as such, wrong, dated, and boring; others feel that a saint, any saint, must
be right, relevant, and inspirational. Both groups are likely to misread Aquinas, if indeed they read
him at all. The works of great philosophers are products of their times, but that does not lessen their
value for us. We profit by reading the works of St Thomas in the same interested but critical way
that we read the works of our contemporaries. MacIntosh does not hesitated to compare Thomas's
arguments with those of later philosophers as well as with those of his contemporaries and earlier
philosophers. He chooses topics from a variety of still interesting problem areas: the existence and
attributes of God, including God's foreknowledge and human free will, causality and the origin of the
universe, time and necessity, human souls, angels, and the problem of evil. Additionally, the volume
looks at his views on honesty and lying, and on human sexuality, on which he is, as ever,
philosophically interesting whether or not we accept his conclusions.
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